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I, On the Question, Whether it be advisable to 

emigrate from England at this lime 1 
II. Oa the Descriptions of Persona to whom Emigra- 
tion would be most beneficial. 

III. On the Farts of the United State! to go to, preceded 

by Reasons for .going to no other Country, and ' 
especially not to an English Colony. 

IV. Onthe Preparations sometime previous to ssiling. 
T. Of the sort of Ship to go in, and of the Steps to bo 

taken relative to the Passage, and the sort of Pas- 
sage ;. also of the Stores, and other things to be 
- token out with the Emigrant. 
VI. Of the Precautions to be observed while on board of 
Ship, whether in Cabin, or Steerage. 
VII. Ofthe first Steps to be taken on Landing. 
VIII. Qftho way to proceed to get a Farm, or u Shop, to 
* settle in Business, or to set yourself down as an 
.- Independent Gentleman. 

IX, On the means of Educating Children, and of obtain- 
ing literary Knowledge. 
X. Of such other Matters, a knowledge relating to which 
must be useful to every one going from England 
to the United Stales. 
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EMIGRANTS GUIDE, &c. 



<?n tht Question, Whether it -le advisable for Persons is 
England now to emigrate ? 



Tax-Pa YEM, Bom-Elm Farm, July 1, 1829. 

1. I H.wr. ae\er persitaded, of endeavoured to perauad^ 
any ona to quit England. with the view of exchanging it far 
- another country ; and I have always had great reluctance to 
do an 7 thing having that tendency. There ie, in the trans- 
fer of our duty from our native to a foreign land, something 
violently- hostile to all our notices of fidelity : a man is SO 
identified with his country, that he cannot, do what be will, 
wholly alienate himself from it ; it aan know no triuupb^ 
me any disgrace, which dots not, in part, belong to him ; 
parents, brethren, relations, friesde, neighbours, make, all 
taken together, a gooti half of one's self: to cast away all 
our long- experienced 'feelings and long-cherished hopes;- to 
quit) at once, and for ever, all the associations of idea** 
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6 EMIGRATION, [LETTER 

arising from objects familiar to us from our infancy, is very 
much like quitting tbe world. 

2, For these reasons, and for many others that might be 
stated, I hare always, hitherto, advised Englishmen not to 
emigrate even to the Uflited States of America; but, to re- 
main at home, in the hope that some change for the better 
• would come in the course of a few years. When we con- 
sider the usual duration of man's life, ten years are not a 
Jew; and it is now eleven years since I, in my Year's 
Residence, deliberately gave that advice. Mot only has 
there', since 1818, when the Year's Residence in 
America was written, been no change for tbe better, but 
things have gradually become worse and worse. In short, 
things have now taken tbat turn, and they present such a> 
prospect for the future, that I not only think it advisable 
for many good people to emigrate, but I think it my duty 
to give them all the information I can to serve tbem as a 
guide in that very important enterprise ; and, to do this, I 
am, by mere accident, better qualified, perhaps, than any 
man in the world. For I actually saw the colony of New 
Brunswick begun to be settled ; I almost saw the axe laid 
to the stem of the first tree that was felled ; I saw wild 
woods and river banks turned into settlements; I had to 
assist in. cutting down trees, and in peeling off tbe bark, to 
make sheds to live under before we had any covering other 
than the sky ; so that I know the very rudiments of settling 
in new countries. Then I was, at the two spells, ten yean 
and a halfin the Uhited States;,! kept a book- shop, 
-and carried on printing to a great extent in Philadelphia, 
and, afterwards, in New York; I lived as a renting farmer 
in Long Island, and, at tbe same time, kept a seed-shop in 
New York ; I hare done a good deal in exporting to and 
importing from the United States ; I have connexion with 
many persons living in that cauMry, and keep up a constant 
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correspondence with them. So that (having; the capacity 
to mite in a way to make myself clearly understood)' I am, 
perhaps, better qualified than a'.moaL any man living to give 
advice upon this subject. 

. 3. The state of this country is^noiv such, that«no man, 
except by mere accident, can avoid ruin, unless he can get 
at a share of the taxes. As to the labouring classes, hun- 
ger, and rags, and lilth, are now become their uniform and 
inevitable lot.. No toil, no frugality, can save them from 
these : their toil is greater, and their fcod less, than those of 
the slaves in any pa:t of the wdrld that I have ever seen or 
ever heard of. Lit the man who has some little money left ; 
fet any tradesman, farmer, or even gentleman; let him 
take a calm, and impartial look at the state of things, 
and let him say whether he see any, even the smallest; 
chance of escaping tuin, if he remain here ;. for what does 
that calm and impartial view present? Why, these things, 
■ That the taxes amount, annually (exclusive of poor-rates, 
and county and parish-rates), to twice as much as the 
rent of .all the land, and all the houses, and all the 
other real property in the kingdom. 
That the parish and county-rates amount to a third part 

as touch as the, rent aforesaid. 
That the taxes reach every thing"; and that no man can 
, exist without bearing a part of the terrible burden. - ' 
That the people are now divided into two very .distinct 
classes, tax~payers and tar-receivers, (or, as they are ■ 
properly enough called, tar-eaters;) that whatever the 
former are compelled to give to the latter can never 
again beof any benefit to those former ; and that.in short, 
. . what a man rays in taxes is just so much of loss' to 
him, and of loss for -ever, exactly as much so.aa if it 
were tossed into die sea, . 
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That, therefura, the tradesman, farmer, or other person, 
wko receive* nene of the taxes, works to m* intern the 
placemen, pensioners, sinecure people, grantees, the 
soldiers, the sailors, the half-pay people, and. the like,. 
with* all their wives and families; that these five at 
their ease on the fruit of ins labour ; axtd that, thus, he 
is made to be poor ; be and his family ate kept down, 
while the tax-eaters and their families are raised up 
and kept above them ; so that it would not bo so hardi 
fur him if the money taken from him by ■ the: tax- 
gatherer were flung into the sea, because then it 
would raise nobody above him. 
That, according to the ancient laws of the country, th* 
poor were relieved, and the chwehes built and. re* 
paired, and the colleges maintained, oat of the tithes 
and other revenues of the church ; that those charcl* 
revenues formed a third pari of .the rental of all the 
real property ; that now all these revenues are pos- 
sessed by the aristocracy, the rich, and the clergy ; 
that the clergy are, in fact, the relations or other per- - 
sons connected with the great; and that the burden of - 
relieving the -poor, and of building: and repairing the 
churches, is thrown upon the people at large, while 
the matter, is so managed as to deprive the families 
of the poot, and of tradesmen and farmers, of all the 
benefits to. be derived from the colleges. 
That,, thus, be the talents, the industry, the frugality of the 
labourer, the artisan, the tradesman, or the farmer, 
what they may, it is next to impossible, for any: man 
in those states of life to raise himself above the risk of 
ending his days in poverty, if not in misery; aid that 
every one, who is not a receiver of taxes, asast expect, 
at the very least, to labour alt bis lifa. long without 
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■ - eytntlwhopeofadding'to the ease and comfort of his 

, Thai, a* a specimen of tb» (BUM in which the tax$s are 
expended, large iiimt tare been given out of them to 

■ f* relieve the poor clergy of the Church of England," 
while many of the Bishops of ■ that church have each a 
revenue' of mora than twenty, and some of them, forty, 
i thoueaid pounds, a year ; while several have recently 
i died leaving more than twe hundred thousand pounds 
sterling each, in personal property ; while a large part of 
the beneficed clergy hold two or more livings each, and 
■while, according to a retkrn laid before -parliament, in 
2814 (there hat been none made since), there \tfere, 
out ef 10,602 livings, 6,804 non-resident incumbents ; 
that is to say, parsons ndt residing in the parishes of 
which they had the- tithes and other revenues ! 

That, as another specimen of this sort, large sums have 
been given, out' of the taxes, to men who, after the 
war, became rectors, vicars, and, perhaps, dignitaries, 
and who received this half-pay, ds soldiers and sailors, 
while they wen receiving the incomes of their livings, 
and while they called themselves spiritual persons; 
though, observe, the law says that tko clerical charac- 
ter U indelible, and though numerous persons have 
been deprived of their half- pay upon the ground that it 
was not a reward for past, but a retaining fee for fu- 
ture, services ! So that lieie was a law declaring that 
parsons never eould terve as soldiers or sailors; and 
bene was a'rttai»ing fee given' to them for future 
services as- soldiers or sailors ! 

That, as another specimen, ia the same way, the people 
. are sow taxed for the tmildingof new churches ini places 

- become more populous .than formerly, while there are, 
in England, about two hundred parishes which have no 
b 5 
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churches at all, and while there are about a thousand 
parishes not averaging a hundred inhabitants, while, 
however, the parsons continue to receive the tithes and 
other church -revenues of those parishes. 

That, as another specimen, while there were only 15 fo- 
reign ministers in the nation's employ, it had, in 1808, 
when the last return was made, to pay 57 foreign mi- 
nisters ; that it has to pay one Field Marchal or one 
General to about every 163 soldiers in the army, and 
five Generals to every regiment of soldiers ; that it has 
to pay two Admirals for every one of its ships of the 
line, and one Admiral for every 140 sailors. * 

That the House of Commons caused to be printed, on the 
.3d of July, 1828, a. report of a Committee on the. Poor 
Laws (the object of which Committee was to devise the 
means of lessening the poor rates), and that the evi- 
dence taken before that Committee (and printed with 
the Report), contains the following statements, by the 
several persons here named :— By Mr. Lister, of. 
Mimster, in Kent; That "the convicts (on board the' 
" hulks) are a great deal better off than our labouring 
" poor, let the man (the convict) be ever so bad a man ; 
" that the convicts come on shore to work ; that they 
" do not work so hard nor so many hours as the com- 
" mon labourers, and that they live better ; that it is 
" very common for the convicts to save money, and to 
" carry from ten to forty pounds away from the hulka' 
" when they are discharged ; that the witness has 
"heard several labouring men declare, that if they 
" could commit any act so as to be condemned to la- 
*' hour in the hulks, they would gladly do it."— By Mr. 
Henry Botce, of' WaltjInshare, in Kent, who 
did himself infinite honour on this occasion: "That he 
*' has seen 30 or 40 young men, in the prime of life, 
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-i "degraded by being hooked oa to carts and wheel- 
"barrows, dragging stones to thehigh- ways, because 

'. ■ " they could get no employment elsewhere ; that, in 
" the parish of Ash. there is a regular meeting every 
" Thursday, where the paupers are put up to auction, 
" and their labour sold for the week, and it often hap- 
" peas that there is no bidder; that this, want of em. 
" ploymeat. does not arise from an overstock of hands, 

, " but from ti.e want of money in the farmers to pay the 
" hands out of employ." — By Mr. Nathan Driver, 
of Fernewx Pelham, Herts : " That the labourers 
" in the parish are let out ;' and that when a young man 
'.' has a bastard laid to him, he chooses now not to enter ' 
" into bonds tr> maintain the bastard, but to goto prison," 
—By Mr. Lis ler Ellis, of Liverpool: "That in 
" the workhouse in that place, they make the labour as 
" irksome and disagreeable as they can devise, in order 
" to induce the labourers \o resort to their own re— 
" sources ; that he thinks that the able-bodied labourers 
" are made tco comfortable in this workhouse ; that 
" when any of them have been sent to the House of 
" Correction from the workhouse, and come back, they 

; " say they would rather be sent to the House of Cor- 
" rection again," — By ;a Wiltshire Magistrate, 
who is not named: "That, according to the price of 
'■ labour in the neighbourhood of Hindoo and Salisbury, 
" on the 24th of June, 1823, the weekly 'earnings' of 
" a man, wife, and one son, amounted to nine shillings 
"aweek;and if the man had fioe children besides, 
"he was allowed, in ' relief,' Is. 9Jrf. a week,.in addi- 
" tion to the. earnings ; and, . as the bread was Is. 'id , 
" the gallon-loaf, at the same time and place, each of 
" these- people had 160 ounces of bread in a, week, or 
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•' SI ounce* a-day, and wthmff 'r.U«,,Kt&. wthingfoT 
" drink, fuel, clot king, at lidyitigl". 

That, ascording to a return of place* and pensions; laid 
before parliament in the year 1608 (no ratutw of the 
like} sort having since been submitted to tha ptrblie), 
there] were several hundreds of persons belonging to 
noble families who received pensions, or the. anoint of 
sinecures, outof the. taxes raised upon the people? that 
there were whole families maintained in this manner, 
women, and childtcn as well ae men, without, any, even 
tie smallest, pretence of their ever having rendered any 
service to the country ; and that no parliamentary 
committees have ever sitten in' order to devise the mean's 
of lessening the charge of keeping these people. - - 

That, during this last session of parliament, a bill passed 
the House of Commons, authorising the keepers of poor- 
houses, of hospitals, and of debtor-prisons to dispose of 
the dead bodies of the moat unfortunate, part of the 
poor, tor the purposes of dissection; that tbangh this 
bill did not pass the House of Lords, the Prime Minister 
said that he approved of the principle of it ; that the 
man who brought the bill into the House of Commons, 
and whose name is Wamcwoh, has given nones' 
that he will revive it next year ; and that, no bin has ' 
ever been proposed to authorize the tax-payers, or any 
pnblic servants whomsoever, to dispose of-tbe dead bo- 
dies ef these men, women, and children, kept out of the 
taxes, nor of the dead bodies of the " poor clesgy ef the 
Church, of England," wan, according to the financial 
renins laid before parliament, have been, "relieved" . 
out of the tmxts, at tae.poor are relieved.oot of. the rate.t. 

That a petition, presented to the Honse of Common* in 
1793,by MjuGbzy, now Earj.Gs.by, and received 
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If that Haute, stated, and ofcred tobriig proof tp 
tha bar, that a. cleciaVd majority of that House was 
I ly \H persona, scute of them pens, and 
► of them rich ocmmonera; that the House qf 
as, daring, the last session (though no reform. 
has taken place) voted 114 against 44 that there were, 
we- deeayed bOraVfhs, and other places, for which 
memhctt could be returned through tha instrumen- 
tality of money ; and that a return laid before die 
■M Bona* in ,1805, shows that the then membess; 
„■ of thai House received amongst then), annually, 

£118,994 of the public money. 
4. A largo voloaae would not contain a bare statement of 
the facts which might be staled as bearing; directly on tlijs 
case- But, if hen be not- enough, no man can imagine 
enough: if here be not enough to make a man, who has 
some money left, and a family to provide for ; if bore be 
not enough to make such a man look about Mm, and begin < 
to stir, nothing is enough : he must be fashioned for slaver j, 
and, finally, for being a subject for the tone of " science." 
However, the present case is not half described in the above 
propositions j for, by the last measure relating to the money 
on* the eeraury, the taxes will, in reality, be doubled before 
. Christmas nexL Dreadful is the ruin already ; bnt it must 
be, beyond all measure, greater in a few months' time. By 
the time that the small notes shall be all taken in, and their 
circulation put an end to, every man will pay just twice. a« 
much, in reality, in tax, for a not of bear, or a bushel of/ 
mail, as he paid only last year. It will be the same in all 
Other cases. Tradesmen and farmers are now pushed m 
their wite' end; they- are daily declining is their circuin- 
stMMa*: any money that they may have sawed is malting 
a.way; thou property islander this diminution of the auan? 
tjty of small nob*, batter before an April son ; but, byy 
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tna-by, the remainder will, under the total • abolition of 
those notes, be butter before a July hid. -' . . . 

6. The parliament has separated, and naa left all the 
taxes unrepealed; while they have left the Small-note Bill 
to cause to be doubled in value the money in which the 
taxes are paid. One of two- consequences will result: the 
jlve-poUnd notes will all be drawn in by degrees; of, there 
■will be,' as there was in 1797, a run upon ail the banks, 
and, upon the Bank of England in particular, unless this 
be prevented by a law of legal tender, like that of 1797. 
If the former, prices rtUl be much about what they were in 
1792, before the fire-pound notes came out; and, the, tax- 
payers, and. even the tradesmen and farmers, will be reduced 
very nearly to bread and water. Let me explain this, mat- 
ter ; for, though I have, in other writings, done this a thou- 
sand times over, it may now be necessary to do it once 
more. „■ ■ 

6. This affair of paper-money, which boasts of a 
greater number of victims than famine, pestilence, and the 
sword, all put together, has always been a species of mys- . 
tery i and, notwithstanding the dreadful sufferings which 
it has occasioned, it is, generally speaking, a mystery still. 
It is irksome to repeat what one has so often said; but, 
upon this occasion, I must repeat. Many, who disregarded 
what I said formerly, will now pay attention to the very 
same words. First, then, taxes are so much taken away 
■ for ever, so much clear loss to those who pay them. 
Second: the greater the quantity of money that there is 
circulating in any country the Mgher the prices will be in 
that country : ' for instance, if meat be to-day 6d. a pound; 
and if, to-morrow, the quantity of money be doubled, meat 
trill then be Is. a pound ; and, en the contrary, meat will 
be 3d. a pound if the quantity of money be reduced in the 
proportion of one-ba)f. Third: so that tho government; ' 
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by causing the small notes to be drawn in, and thereby 
lessening the quantity of money circulating in the country, 
caitse all prices to be loweredi cause a shop full of goodi, 
or a farmer's stock, to sell for much less than either of them 
sold for before; and the farmer who has to pay a fixed rent, 
and whose stock was bought when it via* ett high price, 
loses greatly by this change in the value of money ^ and the 
shopkeeper, who has bought his cloth, for instance, at 20*. 
a yard, is compelled to sell it for 15s. perhaps; and, if 
ejther of these be in debt he is a ruined man; and this is 
the case of hundreds of thousands of farmers and' trades- 
men at thie very moment. 

7. Let ns take an instance : A is a London wholesale 
deafer in skirts, which he has made up, and which he sells 
to'' retail dealers in town and country. He has bought his 
cotton, of which the shirts are made, at Is. a yard, and a 
shirt takes 3 yards, and the making is 1$., so that he must, 
to have a profit, sell the shirt for more than 4s. Bat the 
government lessens the quantity of circulating money, and 
A can sell his shirts for only Is. each ! If he have saved 
any money, he thus loses it; if not, he is ruined. His shop, 
his scale of living, the wages of bis work-people, all have 
been bottomed on the 4s. shirt. F >r his shop be must still . 
pay * the same sum ; and, though he turn off -half his work- 
people, and reduce the rest to 6d. a shirt, he must be ruined, 
unless he have saved money beforehand. 

8. Bat, suppose him to have saved money, and to be able- to 
get over this blow ; suppose him to be able to bear the loss 
on 'this shopful of goods, and that he (as he will of course) 
take care to buy, next time, sufficiently low to save himself 
from lose : still there are the taxes. These, direct and 
indirect, take from .every tradesman and farmer more than 
■on* half of hit profits, including the interest on .hit 
capital, or money embarked in hit business. The small 
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AM MfiK dMuhtinf fcon]y» aid the quantity of money U 
the country being groat, farmer B baa to pay, altogetbax, 
.1001. a year ik taxes ; nod, m wheat ia lOt a bushel, 1* 
Jim, in feet, to give thw tax-g*tbeeer 200 buehela of baa 
wheat. But ths government having drawn ia the email 
.Bates, and made moaey, ii quantity, one-half what it -was 
before, wheat falls to 5*. a bushel, and fanner B baa to 
give tbe tax-gatherer 400 buniela of bia wheat; aad tafia 
cvai farmer B to at oil, though ho camtot think how- it it 
that he become* poor ; and he, if base enough to be ready 
to crawl on hk belly to the § ovcrureant, <tbu«e* any «ne 
that .tells him that he is beggared by the -fonts; "'bo 
cause," aayn ha, " I pay no more in tax now than J did 
yean ago:" The brute does not, and he will not, perceive, 
that, though the sum ia the aaate in name, h ia, in fact, 
doubled in amount. If tbe slavish bnita were to pay an 
wheat instead of money, be wonld perceive how he was 
ruined ; but, such is the baacnesf of many farmers, that, 
even than, such bnsse wonld, for the Car greater part, lay 
the blame an something other than the conduct ef the 
government. 

9. Beaidni, the THING ia crafty enough to deceive the 
devil himaek*. It comei at the people in an.mnny different, 
snd in anch covert waya, that it require* a degree of nttem- 
lioa and panetration, much greater than that which fans to 
the lot of men in general, to enable, a farmer, 'as any body 
«f*e, to discover, or even, toga ess at the amount of the taxes 
that ke really- does pay ; and when yen talk to farmers a* ' 
general apon the subject, you" hear them any that it cannot 
be the tame* that make tkr dittrest, for that they pay. no 
tea**, except " a trifle for dog, bone, gig, and windewaJ* 
They do not, and will not a*nsaive, that in the east of wut&t 
and kopt tahea together, mere than a half ia tax ; that-in 
thsooetiif sopp-uHdcandtat *>Me thai) as«lfi*ux; that, 
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isthecsstof teti.Rw-thirAiMe, befiwe k iw.b them, tax 3 
tin*, in the cost of. sugar, three-fourths, are Us ; that, is 
tieoort.pt" »jfoceo,nine--teritht aretax; that, in Am cast of 
spirit*, seven-eighths are tax j that, in the cart of t&oti^ 
more than one*half « tax ) that, ue-tha cost of other weor^. 
wg apparel, including the tax« an -wool, on cotton, oa silk, 
cm dyeing stuff, and oa tome of the goods themselves, aftee 
made, full one-half it tax ; that, in the cost of pepper, a* 
this mamoirt, die. price is 'JtL, and the tax 2s. a pound! Let 
■m say thi*'m words, lost the world should not believe' Efcj 
Pepper, at this moment, cost* threepence a pound, in th4 
pott of London; and the tax on that poond is two sktUmifS. 
It is much about die same with all other spices, drags, and 
the like. 'Besides those articles, there is the ira*, sad the 
leather, and timber, used by farmers and others. In short, 
tie can touch nothing, we can eat nothing, that is not taxed i 
and it it an jadispiitabte fact, tnat every tradesman and 
farmer pays, in one way or another, to the government, in 
taxes, mora than one-half of the profit* of his business, in* 
cladaag the interest of the. moaey employed ia that business. 
If w« ride ia a chaise, or a coach, or "on 1 horse; if we seep 
a dog; if *i have a window to toe through, or servant to 
assist u*,- a huge part of the cost it tax. We can have no 
«kl* to property, M right of occupation; we can neither 
lend nor borrow, nor pay, nor receive money ; nor can we 
ask far iati>&r justice; without paying a tax: and when the 
breath is oat of oar Bodies, the government demands a itriet 
anctunt of our bequests, and take* from our children, of 
others, a large part of what we leave behind as. aWpeor 
•bum must be. included, beeaase- they are caused by the 
other iaxet. If a labouring man got hit malt for 3s. a 
hash*!, his beer -for )j*. apol, histoa for It. Qd. apomidi 
htsaugar for 3d. a poond, tm-arnt for '2d. a pound, bis 
taoautfOT W.« jmpa\ h*gpH*a* U. agalku.and aoo*, •» 
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is now the case in America, there would be no need of p oar 
rates. This, being the case, haw is a fanner or tradesman to 
make head against these taxes now, when they have been, 
within three years, augmented 1 in real amount one-third; 
and when it is evident that they must soon be doubled 1 . . 
. 10. But, now,. look at another part of this process of ruin. 
Some years back, the salaries of the judges, those of the 
police magistrates, the pay of the army, the allowances to 
Royal Family, and, "in short, the pay of all persons in office, 
who were paid ont of the faxes, was augmented- doubled 
in some instances, and more than doubled in others. And, 
on wkat ground was this done? Why,- expressly on the 
ground that the great quantity of paper-money that was cir- 
culating had caused prices to rise ; had made the money 
of the country less valuable ; and, of course, that the sol- 
diers and others ought to hare a larger, sum of it. Well ! 
If tliis vteiejust then, what ought to be done note, when 
the paper-money is become small in quantity, and when 
prices are as low as they were before the salaries and pay 
were augmented? Why, those salaries and that pay ought 
to be reduced, to be sure, to their old nominal amount : 
but- the government have no notion of this; and the tax- 
eaters are, apparently, to continue to receive, in fact, mure 
and more, until, at last, the tax-payers must be reduced to 
absolute beggary. Observe, too, that almost the whole of 
the. debt was contracted in money not half so. valuable- as 
the present money ; and yet we are now to pay, and do pay, 
to the fundholder the same nominal interest ; or, in other 
words, we pay him twice as much as we ought to pay him ; 
and, mind, the government cannot reduce the interest oT the 
fundholder without reducing their own salaries ! So that 
now the; tax-payers have, if they remain here, and if no re- 
. ductionof taxes take place, certain ruin and degradation 
before their eyes : they must daily sink, lower and lower, 
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while the tax-eaters daily tower higher and higher above ~ 
them: and, observe, .the Prime Minister declared, on- the 
26th of May, in his place in the House of Lords, that, 
even if the whole of the debt had been contracted in money 
of the low value, good faith required that the interest 
should be paid in money of the present value, that is to 
say, in money double the value- of that, in which the great 
-part of the debt was contracted 1 Of course, there can be 
no intention on the part of the government, to lessen the no- 
minal amount of the taxes, while it is dear that, in a few 
mouths' time, the reat amount will be twice at great as it 
was only about tiro years ago ! Under such a burden, no 
trade, no agriculture, can be carried on without loss : trades- 
men must spend their savings, live on their creditors, or quit 
their business ; and farme/s must spend their savings, pay 
no rent, or flee from their farms. , The placeman and pen- 
sioner gains, on the contrary, by this operation. There is, 
'• for instance, little Hob house's Father, who has twelve 
hundred pounds a year, as commissioner of the Nabob of 
Arcot's debts, and a house to live in. The rise hi the value 
of money, which has been caused by the withdrawing of the 
one-pound notes, really doubles Old Hobhouse's salary. 
That salary will buy him and his wife, and family twice as 
much to eat, drink, or wear, as it would have bought them 
in the year 1825. But, while the drawing iu of the small 
notes does this for the family of Hobhouse, see what it 
does for the tradesmen, whom the Romp enable young 
Hobhoube to insult by calling them his " constituents." 
One of these- has sent me a statement of his receipts, in 
ready money, in each of the months during the last ten 
years. I will here insert his letter to me, as well as his 
statement of receipts ; and when <t have done so, I will add 
some remarks t 
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, TO ME. COflBBTT. 
SlK, Lendcn, 281k May. 1B39. 

Ok reading jour letter to the Duke of Wellington, in the 
Register of the 2d instant, relative to the receipt! of the 
Market Gardener, I could sot but think with you bow 
applicable the statement Was. to all classes of persons en- 
gaged io> every sort of business, I have, therefore, the 
first opportunity, ascertained front my own books for tan, 
years past the sums I have taken across the counter ; that 
is, in ready money, totally independent of money paid me 
on the credit business. You see, Sir; how my receipts .cor-* 
respond with his. I should have gone beck to the yean 
1816, as be baa done, but cannot conveniently lay my hand 
upon the book baring the account previous to ISIS, \ 
have stated the receipts of each month, merely to show , 
bau> quick, the. egect qf Peel'* bill was felt; pray mark 
Prosperity jRabinten''S y 'ear ; and then see the extraordinary 
tail-off in the following fear of 1826. As you say with 
regard to- the Market Gardener's expenses remaining the 
Mine, so da mine, as far as respects house-rent and taxes. 
I hue lessened my expenses, as far as I possibly can, by 
discharging, my agdajtants ; but still it will not do; but how 
Ion jf the thing may held together we can only guess, My 
hope is, that the Minister may bold, to the bill,' as I am as 
certain oj of. death, that it is- tfceonly thiim that will old* 
mately cause stability in prieen, and give stability to the 
government itself. One thing is certain, that toj/our snap 
they must at last g<K For myself. I care bet little ; hut; 
unfortunately, 1 have property of some very worthy .people 
inmy trade; and I grieve that I cannot. abstract it there- 
from, — (have sent you, Sir, my name and address; you 
frill at once see, that try publishing them I might run the 
risk of being seriously injured ; as such you wiU please W 
refrain from doing so. Lam, Sir, Yours, &c. 
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11. Now, tax-payers, look well at this statement, and say 
where this ruin is to stop! See how the receipts fell, 
from 1819 to 1822, while thu small notes were going in; 
alsosee how tho9e,receipts rose, from 1823 to 1825, while 
tke small notes were coming out ; and then see how they t 
peli. again from 1826 to 1828, while the small notes were 
going in. Look at the receipts of 1828, compared with 
thoseof 1825! Look at the wholethihg; inflect that, we 
are by -no means, as yet, got near to the lowest point ; and, 
then, if you be not a tax-eater, hope, if yon can, to escape , 
utter ruin, unless you flee in time. If you hare nothing to lose, 
you can lose nothing ; but, reader,if you have any thing left ; ' 
if you be tradesman or farmer; if you get nothing out of 
the taxes ; and if you would rather keep your property for 
the benefit of your own family than give it up for the benefit 
of the family of Hobiiouse, or the like, begin to look 
about you I 

13. Let us see, now, the manner in which this works on. 
This tradesman receives goods fiom the manufacturers in 
the North, and sells them out of his shop in London, some 
by retail and some to little dealers. In consequence of this 
falling off in his trade, his orders are lessened in proportion; 
the people in the North have a like falling off; those that 
they purchase food and raiment from have the same ; the 
London tradesman keeps less servants, and spends' less on 
eating and drinking ; all these parties become poorer and 
lower than they were before; while the tax-eaters are, 
from the very same cause, becoming richer and higher : the 
tradesman must sell his horse and gig; but old Hobhouse, 
or such like placeman, can afford to clap on an additional 
pair of horses to bis carriage. The Duke of Welling- 
ton seems to think, that it would be a good thing to make 
the tradesman come down, to a lower state than that which 
he is in at present; but, there can be no stop; there 
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can be no resting place for him, till he be 'utterly mined; 
that is xji say, if the present measures be to be persevered 
in. It is the same with the farmer, and, indeed, with all 
those who have not fixed incomes, and who do not receive 
apart of the taxes. 

1 3. Some people have, a notion, that, when things come 
to their worst, they witt mend. ' Why should they ? Why 
should this be true in any case ! If the present law remain 
in force ; if the ministers go on making the money of high- 
er and higher value, and, at the same time, compel the 
people to pay the interest of the landholders and all the 
placemen, pensioners, sinecure people, soldiers, and the like; 
in the same nominal sums that ue now pay them; if, in 
other words, the ministers go on, taking more and mora 
from the tax-payers to give to the tax-eaters, until the far- 
mer, for instance, can pay not a farthing of rent, and 
until tradesmen be reduced to actual beggary : if we 
come to this pass, why and Aoware things to mend? If 
people go on sinking by degrees, until they become half-' 
starved slaves, they remain such, to be sure. If the present 
money- measures go on, until the bushel of wheat sell for is., 
and until that become its settled price, and, until cloth, and 

- cotton, and other goods sell for the half of what they sell for 
now, why should thes.e things ever sell at a higher price 7 
If the drawing in of a part of the small notes (for they are 
half out yet), have, since 1825, reduced the above trades- 
man's receipts from £2,304 a year, to £774 a year, what 
reaion is there to hope, that, when the whole of the small 
notes shall be withdrawn, his receipts will become larger ? 
What reason, what sense, is there, then, in hoping that 
" things will mend, when they get to their worst ? " What 
fool ever yet comforted himself with the reflection that his 
occasional asthma must, at last, become a settled consump~ 

, Hon? What miscreant, even what brazen Boroughmonger 
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villain, ever yet looked anxiously for 'left as the end of aH 
his troubles? Oh, tin! To talk of things mending is mad- 
ness ; or, rather, it is cowardice. Men are asbaned to 
submit to ruin so clearly- seen ; and, therefore, they jiroteud 
to believe, that this ruin will briny its «»r remedy. Here 
» tax-puyer A compelled to give tip nearly all rite fruits of 
his industry to tax-eater 3, leaving himself little more than 
bare food and raiment : here are laws and regulations which 
compel A to continue always to da this ; and yet this A is 
such a base coward as to pretend to believe, that, by- and- by, 
when these laws and regulations hare worked On, so as tt> 
compel him to give to B still more of the fruits of his labour, 
he shall be "better off," things will "mend" wilh him, 
'things will "come about t " 

- 14. Bat,. we are told, " things have come about before!' 
True ; and we hare a very striking proof of this in the re- 
ceipts stated in the above table. Here we see, that Pf.rl's 
Bill of 1819 had, in 162?, brought down the receipts from- 
"£1,663 (which was the amount in 1819) to £1,183, which 
was the amount in 1822; and, we see, that, in 1825, the 
'receipts rose up to £2,304 ! So that things did come about; 
they did mend; and, WHY should they not note mend 
■again? . The answer to this question will contain alt that 
any mas of sense will want to know on the subject : the 
answer to this WHY is the all-in-all, relative to the natter 
of emigration, and relative to the fate of -tin's country ; and, 
therefore, I beseech you to pay attention to this answer, 
■which Ties in a small compass, and which is as follows : 

15. The error, the fatal error, has arisen from out using 
the neuter instead of the active Verbs, in speaking of the 
change which took place in the years front 1823 to 1825, 
both inclusive. If, instead of saying, that "things came 
" about, and that things mended," we bad said, that " things/ 
"were fat about, and that things were mended" tie should 
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bare had a more correct idea, of what we ought now to ex- 
pect: if we had spoken of the change of 1823 to 1825 asa- 
rtiing which was made by Act of Parliament, we should aot 
now be expecting that another auch a change would take 
place of itself; of its own accord ;_that it would come about ; 
that the thing would mend itself! The change of 1823 to 
1825 was made thus : In July, 1822, the law required the 
small notes to be totally abolished on the. 1st of May, 1823; 
that is to say, in nine months from July, 1822. This near 
approach of the small-note suppression brought traders and 
farmers to such a state of ruin, that, in the month just men- 
tioned, an ,4 c (was passed to legalize the issue of small 
notes for eleven years longer ! This was, ia fact, under- 
stood to be for ever. This act brought out millions of small 
notes, made money plenty, raised prices, made "pro- 
sperity," and," in 1825, made the receipts oftthe tradesman 
£2,304 instead of the £1,183, Which they were in 1822. 
The government, at tbe same time that it passed this Act, 
borrowed many millions of notes of the Bank, and paid 
them away, so that they made another addition to the cir- 
culating money. 
V 16. In this manner things were put about, things were 
mended, in 1823 to 1825 ; and if the Collective had, be- 
fore they separated this year, passed an act like that of July, 
1822, and had borrowed bine or ten millions in bank notes, 
and thrown then) into circulation ; then, indeed, things might 
have been reasonably expected to come about, in tbe same- 
way that they did in 1823 to 1825. Bnt, tbe Collective are 
gone away, (for which I thank God !) and have done neither 
of these ; they have passed no Act in favour of small notes; 
and they nave borrowed no bank notes to throw into circula- 
tion. And, while the Collective has acted thus, the minister, 
the hero of Waterloo, has told us, that he will adhere to the 
present law ; that is, that he will go on, until all the small 
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notes be extinguished ; which, as I have shown, is jut thy 
same thing as sentencing all tax -payers, who are not tax- 
rsceivers, to great decline, at least, and, in most cases, to 
ruin nod degradation 1 , 

17. Now, let us look at the coataquenoea, if the govern* 
iaent should giv« way, and put the smatl notes out again* 
This cannot be done now without being accompanied with, 
or speedily followed by, « law to protect the bonis (all the 
banks) against -paying in gold. The notes would then be 
neither mare nor lea* than assignats: these would depreciate 
at a great rate : the gold and silver would not circulate upon 
a par with them : there would he two prion for goods, a 
paper-price and a money-price : the razes would be paid 
in paper; and, perhaps, a sheep would soon be' sold for a 
pound in money, and for two or three pound* la paper. The 
state must he S beggar in a very short time r and this ia 
what will to a certainty take place, if the government put 
out the one pound notes again. So that, thus far, we eee 
the government left to choose between the utter ruin and 
degradation of the people on the one hand, and the beg- 
garing and overthrow of the state on the other. There. 
is, however, another course; namely, the EQUITABLE , 
ADJUSTMENT, prayed for ia the Norfolk Petition. Thu 
would he effectual, just, and safe; but this is my remedy* 
and, therefore, will not be adopted. 

18. If the small notes were to be pat oat again, and bo 
accompanied, a* they must be, with bank-restriction and 
legal tender, and these- followed by ass iff real J and twoprices, 
the times would bo good for tradesmen and farmers, espe- 
cially for poor ones ; and, as even the present measures* 
if well followed up, matt give the whole system a terrible. 
shaking in a year, or two, or three ; this beJag the case, I, 
if I' were a tradessirtn or fanner, with little or no money, 
•hould be disposed to remain to see the upshot, or, at an* 
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rata, to remain a yew or so longer, especially if tuy age 
and family vtrt such aa not to render the loss of a year or 
two of much importance. But, if I were a tradesman or 
farmer, and had money sufficient to net nte de wa in a farm, 
or U a shop, or in aay business in the eetded part of the 
United States, and had a family to provide fix, not ooe single 
penny more of that money should go to pay the doubled «a- 
lattea, doubled pensions, doubled soldiers' and Bailors' pay, 
and doubled dividends to the fund holders, notwithstanding 
the hero of Waterloo says, that " goodfaich " requires such 
payment. I, without finding fault with those who are fond 
of a dear government, would seek a cheap one; without by 
any means setting myself up as a critic on the taste of those 
who like to pay for archways, the bare sculpture of one of 
which coats thirty-four thousand pound*, I would certainly 
go to a country where the Chief Magistrato'costs the nation 
less than that sum i» Jivt years I In short, having the 
, money, I would put it out of the reach of those', who would, 
if I remained, take it from me and gire it to the fundholders,' 
soldiers, sailors, placemen, pensioners, dead •weight, sinecure 
people, and parsons. And, were I a gentleman, carrying on 
no business and following no profession, and able to remote 
mj property, I would do the same. I could not live here 
without giving h> placemen sod the raat much more than half 
my income. I defy any one to point out the means of avoid- 
ing this. If, therefore, there were nothing particular be- 
longing to inn to induce me to remain, in the hope of being 
abut to effect wmething in behalf of myself and my neigh- 
bours; if there were nothing to make me believe myself able 
and likely to assist in producing some change for the better, 
net St penny mora of my income should the double-salaried 
placemen nave. . 

19. It beiDg,.fortbe reasons which 1 have here stated, my 

opinion, that things are now such, in England, and the pro- 

c 2 



.Google 



2& 1 EMIGRATION. [LBTTZB 

spects such, that it ia, in numerous caws, advisable for people 
to emigrate in order to save themselves from. ruin, from de- 
gradation, from the poor-house, and, finally, from the knives. 1 
of the human-butchers; this being my opinion, and having 
Bow a pile of letters, nearly a hundred in number, from 
anxious tradesmen and formers, requesting my advice on a 
subject so momentous to them ; thinking thus, being thus 
applied to, and it being quite out of ray power to give an- 
swers, or to give an interview, to these respectable applicants, 
for whom I feel most deeply interested ; thus situated, I 
will, in a series of Letters, give such information and ad- 
vice as 1 think likely to guide any rational man through the 
enterprise of emigration, not only with perfect safety, but 
with ease and pleasure. In these Letters (of which this In- 
troductory Letter is No. 1) I shall treat— Of the descriptions 
of persons, to whom emigration would be most beneficial 
->—Of the preparations same time previous to sailing — 
Of the parts' of the United States to go to, preceded by 
reasons for going to no other country, and especially not 
to an English colony — On the sort of ship to go in, and 
on the steps to be taken, relative to the passage and the 
sort of passage; also to stores, and other things to be 
taken out with the Emigrant; and especially how to carry, 
or transmit, money — Oft precautions to be observed while' 
on board of ship, whether in cabin or stetrage^—O* the 
first steps to take on landing — On the way to proceed to 
get a farm or a shop, to settle in business, or to seat your- 
self down as an independent gentleman — Of the prices 
(in different parts' of the country) of land, labour, food, 
clothing, house rent, and other things — Of such totter 
matters, a knowledge relating to which must be useful to 
every one going from England to the Untied States; 
Wm; COBBFTT. 
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On the Description, of Person*, to whom Emigration 
would be most beneficial. 



20. I have not labourers in view, so much as persons in 
tiade, and farmers, and manufacturers, who have some little 
money which they would rather not have taken from 'them 
by the tax-gatherer. Nevertheless, there are a great many 
labourers ; a great many journeymen tradesmen, and a great 
many operative manufacturers ; that is to say, working ma- 
nufacturers ; for I detest the other nasty word, the offspring 
of false pride, which but too generally accompanies a slavish 
disposition. A workman is a workman, and a master is a 
master ; there is nothing insolent in the assumption of the 
latter, and nothing mean in the recognition of the former. 

21. As far as relates to labourers in husbandry, to me- 
chanics, and the like, who have to work for their bread, and 
who must expect to work for it every where, none but the able 
ought to go abroad. The aged, the infirm, the helpless, from 
no matter what cause, might be better off indeed, if they 
were now in America ; but, there is the going thither ;' there 
is the pulling up and transplanting, and the taking root again ; " 
and there are toil and sufferings of some sort or other at- 
tending these movements; and therefore tbey are not to be 
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undertaken, unless the party see before him pretty Dearly a 
certainty of bettering his lot. Above all things,, no man 
should remove to another country for fear of being compelled 
to load a parish in this country. Let no man afflict his 
mind with fears of that sort ; for he, a thousand to one, has 
already done more for the rich, than they wiU ever do for 
him. I do not wish, by any means, to inculcate ingratitude; 
and I bold it to be perfectly proper, that people in the lower 
walks of lifeshould carry themselves respectfully towards those, 
whom birth, or superior talent, or industry, have placed 
above themselves'; but, generally speaking,, the poorer part 
of the people of England have, of late years, been so cruelly 
treated, even by the laws themselves, that there is seldom 
to be found a man of any of the labouring classes from whom 
gratitude is due to any persons in the higher classed. There- 
fore, if the party Lis no other motive for removing, except 
that of sparing the purses of the rich, I advise him to re* 
main. I have just heard, that, in Wiltshire, a young 
man has been sent to prison for a month, for no other of* 
fence than that of not g«ing to shvt « gate, when^kt 
Bailiff of ike owner bid him do it. Two young men had 
passed through the gateway of a field, and left the gate Open. 
The Bailiff ordered one of them to go and shut it ; the young 
rnan, who was not m the service of the Bailiff's master, did 
not do it. The Baithf summoned him before a Magistrate, 
who, for that offence alone, which he described as a- bad 
crime, sent hint to prison for a month, the comity having 
to maintain hhn in prison and to pay the constable about 
12s. for taking him thither. In that same parish, fedm 
which this young man is sent, the county rates are nearly 
seven limes as great as they teero thirty years ago. Tbe 
MoshinO Herald newspaper of the $9tb June of this 
year, says: " Last week a poor nan named Ahkah-a* 
"" Okvtkt, was sentenced te RsrevmoftMf imprisostment, 
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■*' la Chelmsford Jail, far stealing thret cabbages, the pro- 
*' petty of Mr. Wit, Moore, of Griat Bcrstead." 

22. Such is the treatment of the labourers of England. 
Why, if the proprietor of a field in America ware to attempt to 
punish a wan for taking' even a cart load of cabbages ; that 
is to aay, to punish bun by sending him to jail, he would 
not hare hit brain* knocked out, to be surs; but he would 
never have a neighbour to come near btn again as long as 
he lived. Until of lata years, to take cabbages, or such, 
things, was merely a trespau according to our law, for which 
trespass the depredator was answerable by civil action ; and 
such is the law in America now ; and, as to seeding a man 
to jail for leaving a gate open, that is directly contrary to 
the laws as they bow stand. Bat, what means of redress 
feas this poor young man : how is he to call the magistrate 
to aocouQt? Where is he to find a defender? He has no 
defender : he has no redress ; and he has nothing to support 
-him under the oppreaeioC but: the just vengeance treasured 
dtp in his heart. 

S3. In what manner English labourers are treated when, 
they get to America, I shall have amply to show in the next 
letter. I would add here, that, if they he of a timid cha- 
racter; if they be slavishly inclined; if they be of that 
character which fits -them for slaves, it is no matter where 
they are, and they may as well have task-masters here as any 
where else: but, if they be of a different character; if they 
be worthy of freedom and of happiness, the way to obtain 
that freedom and happiness will be pointed out to them in 
the next letter. 

' 84. As to tradesmen and fanners, these amongst them 
who are willing 1 to continue to be underlings all their life 
long ; those who are too timid to venture beyond the smoke 
of their diiomeys; those who cannot endure the thought of 
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•encountering things which they call inconveniences ; And 
especially those who cannot be happy unless they hare slave* 
to serve them, will do exceedingly well to remain when they 
are. There is a description of persons who are quite willing 
to be slaves themselves, provided they are able to play the 
tyrant over others. This character is now become a great 
deal too general ; and all persons of this character ought to 
remain where they are; for, never will they find a slave, 
not even a black one, to crawl to them in America. 

25. Provided a man be of the right stamp; provided he be 
ready to encounter some little inconvenience in the removal; 
provided he be a man of sense, and prepared to overcome the 
litde troubles which the removal most necessarily give rise 
to ; and , especially, provided that he be of that character 
which will make him happy without seeing wretched crea- 
tures crawling to him, his age is of little consequence ; and 
the age and number of his children are of little consequence 
also. I have known men of sixty yean of age go to Ame- 
rica, take a family with them, settle that family well, and, 
after living many years surrounded by them, leaving them 
with a certainty that they would never know want There 
are thousands of tradesmen and farmers at this moment in 
England, that know not what to do ; know not which way to 
turn themselves ; know not, whether to keep on business or 
to leave off, fearing, do what they will, that they shall low 
the earnings of their lives. They look wildly about them, in 
anxious search of hope, and every where they behold the 
grounds of despair. They think of emigration : they hesi- 
tate : there are the fears of their wives !- there are their own 
fears and doubts ; and, while they are hesitating, doubting, 
and fearing, their money goes away ; and, at last, they must 
land in America as mere labourers or journeymen, or they 
> must remain to pine away their lives in p entry, and, perhaps, 
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to die with the moral certainty that their bodies will be con- 
signed to those who will mangle them to pieces for the im- 
provement of science. k 

26. Why, if such people were, even after the; had spent 
i their money, to land in America with nothing but their 
clothes on their backs, their emigration would be an im- 
provement of their condition : thej would, with one half of 
the industry which they have been accustomed to practise 
here, possess more of money and of estate than they ever 
possessed here ; and this, bold as the assertion may appear, 
I pledge myself to prove in the. next letter. But these 
things are demanded in order to ensure success : first, health 
of body with tolerable strength; second, a willingness to 
labour, and a character sufficient to enforce obedience in the 
family; third, an absence of. that base pride which will not 
suffer a man to be happy without having somebody under 
.him. 
. 37. There is oue other quality, without the possession of 
Which, all the rest are of no use ; Lamely, that quality 
which enables a man to overcome the scruples, the remon- 
strances, and the waitings of his wile. Women, and es- 
pecially English women, transplant very badly, which is 
indeed a fact greatly in their praise. It is amiable in all 
parsons to love their homes, their parents, their brethren, 
their friends, and their neighbours^ and, in proportion as 
they have this lore in their hearts, they will be reluctant 
to quit their home, and especially to quit their country. 
English women have an extraordinary portion of this affec- 
tion ; and, therefore, they are to be treated with all possible 
indulgence in the case here contemplated, provided that in- 
dulgence do not extend so far as to produce injury to their 
families and themselves. Some of them, by no means 
destitute of these amiable feelings, hare the resolution 
voluntarily to tear themselves from ruin and slavery for the 
c5 ' _ 
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sake of rtwir children. Othets have not tWs sort of MM- 
lirtion ; and there are some who are obstinately pe rverae. 
It is a misfortune when this happens to be the case; bat it 
is a poor creature of a man who will strffer this, obstinacy 
td make him and his children beggars for the remainder of 
their Eves. Nothing harsh ought to he done or attempted 1 
in the overcoming nf this difficulty; but, harshness and firm- 
ness are very different things: this hi one of the great con- 
cerns of a family, with regard to which the decision must 
be left to the head. of that family; and, if a man should! 
have the misfortune to make part of a family, of which there 
is neither head nor tail, but which consists of a sort of part- 
nership, without articles or bonds, it signifies very little kt 
what country the family is; or whether it be Uving in m 
good house, or quartered under a hedge like gipsies. A 
family without a bead, a real efficient practical head, is like 
a ship without a rudder. It would be a great deal better, 
that the wife should be the bead than that there should be no 
head at all. In France, man and wife are a sort of partners. 
The wife calls every thing mine, and the man sits and holds 
Lis tongue whjle she is gabbling about the concern. 

28. There is one thing which every English wife ought tn 
be told, when a husband is proposing to emigrate ; and that 
is, that the American husbands are the most indul- 
gent in the world; but, at the same time, she ought to be 
told, that the American wives are the least presuming, the 
most docile, the least meddling in their husbands' affairs, 
and the most attentive to their own affairs, of all the 
women upon the face of the earth, America is a country 
full of writers and talkers upon politics ; full of political 
quarrels and of angry political discussions ; and I do not 
recollect that I ever heard a wife in America open her lipa 
upon any such subject. They appear to haT« no proton- 
nous to any right to meddle with their husbands' concerns; 
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and the husbands, on their part, are certainty the most gentle ' 
' and the mast indulgent in the World, but not more so than 
. ia merited by such wives. I never did know an American 
that was married to a French woman ; though I have known 
several' American women married to Frenchmen. This 
last does very well; but the other would produce strange 
work: Jon at ha* would certain] y decamp or hang him- 
self before the end of a month. At any rate, however, if 
this difficulty cannot be overcome by the English emigrant; 
if he meet with perveraeaesa. Bad cannot completely subdue 
it, atid root it oot on this side of the- water, he will do well 
to remain; for ft is the very devil to be baited and worried 
on the other side of the water ; to be reminded every time 
the flies settle upon the preserved peaches, that they do 
not do this in old England; and to Have to show 
your wit, by observing, that it would he difficult for them 
to do it in England ; and to add the question, whether it 
were not as well to be annoyed by flies hi the eating of pre- 
served peaches, as not to have any peaches to eat^ "To 
live in a state of petty civK warfare like this, and that, too, 
several hours in every day, in clear addition to the ordinary 
inconveniences of life, is too great a deduction even from 
the advantages attending a residence in America; and, 
therefore, unless a man be man enough to eradicate the 
perversenesa on this side of the water, let him remain here 
and resign himself with the reflection, that be is one of those 
mortals that were predestinated to be the slaves of Borough- 
mongers. 

29. Nevertheless', this work of eradicating perversenesa, 
even perverseness itself, should be performed with a very 
gentle hand. Great pains should "he taken to persuade, to eon.' 
vinve; every appeal should be made to the understanding of 
the wife and to her natural ejection for Tier children ; and 
.even perversenesa itself ought not, in a Case like this, to be 
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rudely dealt with. A man is not go much bound to home by 
his liabiis ; he who can take a journey to York j who got* 
here and there without ceremony; who mixes amongst 
«tter- stranger*, without any reluctance or inconvenience? 
who can take a bed any where : and, in short, who is in tha 
habit of changing place and teeing new faces, and all tbia 
without the least dislike. A man ought' fat consider, that 
women, and especially women with families, hare been long 
bound to their homes; to their neighbourhood; to their 
email circles; most frequently much in the company of 
their mothers, eistere, and other relations ; and that, te tear 
themselves from all these, and to be placed amongst 
strangers, and that, too, with the probability, and almost the 
certainty, of never seeing their circle of relations and friends 
Again ; and to begin their departure on the wide ocean, tho 
dangers of which are proverbial, and perfectly terrific fat 
female minds ; for a woman to do all this, without the 
greatest reluctance, is too much for any reasonable and just 
man to expect ; yet, if the necessity arise, it is still bis 
duty towards his children, and even towards the wife her- 
self, to persevere in the effecting of his object. 

30, Every effort should be made to convince her, that her 
apprehensions are much more imaginary than real; that, as 
to separation from relations and friends, the separation 
caused between Cantebbubt and London, or between 
Sussex and Warwickshire, is just as effectual as a set 
juration caused by a removal to America. That the far 
greater part of persons separated by the distance between 
Sussex and Warwickshire are able to communicate 
only by letter ; and that, in this respect, the wide separation 
differs but very little from the narrow, the parties still hearing 
from one another, in the former case as, well as in the latter. 
That, as to neighbours and friends, and language and man- 
ners, and habits and morals, they are pretty much the same 
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on both sides of the water, with the exoeptien (as I shall 
Meanly prove in the next letter) tbat the people ia America 
are better neighbours, mm friendly, more disposed to assist 
strangers than the people of England are ; and this for the 
• beat reason in the world, because in America they lire in a> 
•Uteofeaee and abundance, and tbat in England they do not 
and cannot. That, with regard to the danger* of the *eai t 
tbey are of very rue occurence, and are magnified, as the 
dangers of ridiag in atage ooaehea are, by the circumstance 
of omitting, when accidents an recorded, to state the vast 
number of. journeys performed with no accident at all : the 
broken ribs aid bruised hips are faithfully put upon record, 
bat the innumerable safe and pleasant journeys are never men- 
tioned at the same time. .That thus it is, with regard to sea 
Toyagea: the wrecks, the strokes of lightning, the foundering*, 
aae all faithfully detailed; but the safe passages ate too 
common, too uninteresting, even to form die subject of a 
newspaper. Few wives are so timid as to be afraid to take 
a journey, in a stage coach, from London to Exeter and 
back again ; and yet that journey ia more perilous, and far 
more perilous, than a voyage across the Atlantic in Ameri- 
..can ships commanded by an American captain.- A sea 
voyage is disagreeable ; it is a prison, with more inconve- 
niences than a prison presents;. but these inconveniences 
do not kill, and they are the contrary, of being injurious to 
health ; and, after all, these inconveniences have an average 
continuance of not more than five- or six weeks. 

31. All these things should be represented toawife;herwaiI- 
ings should be beard with patience ; even perrerseness should 
be borne with as far as possible, if perverseness should, unhap- 
pily, possess her ; but, after .every possible effort has been 
made to reconcile her to the enterprise, go she must, or stay be- 
hind by herself: the law would prevent her husband from 
taking her away out of the King's allegiance by /ores ; but. 
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tha law will iwtcotnpet the man *a stay kitiuetf. ■' It is to be 
4»q>ed,tbM thorn wiA be few instance* in which things will 
t» brought to this bk tremity ; but, as it i» the man whose 
Iwdy most answer for bis debet ; and as it is his daty to do 
that which he thiubs it bMt for bis children and his wife, 
the derision im«f , and nap kt to, rest with Ma. 

32. We bare recently read in all the newspapers, of » mas 
'twfag committed to prison and hard labour tor a month, 6«- 
catu*** faMfne'Jtomfi and itfau jest been proved before the 
naegistratei in quarter aeOBtons in Beuks hire, that the honest 
labouring awn, in that ceuoty, are allowed less food than the 
/earns** the jail of that county. With these two facts before 
Mas, and with the facta which will be stated in the next fetter, 
mtative to the happy state of people in America, a maet with 
affanrily of children most not only be weak, but criminal, 
if he be retrained by the alarms, the fears, or the perKenas- 
ness of a wife ; that is- to say, If he be in such state as 
to make him run die smallest risk of falling into poverty 
here. 
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Qa.&e Parts of (he United Slain to go to, preceded 
by reasons'/or going to no other Country, and etpeciaUj/ 
not to anJifagtita Colony. 



33. Thb*e is no other country, except English colonies, in 
which die EngKsh language is spoken, and' in which the 
habits and manners are the same. This is one great thing; 
but there is no other country in which there is a superabun- 
dance of good rands, and in which an increase of the popu- 
lation nut necessarily be an advantage to the country. 
There la no other country where there is any room rot 
■ numerous strangers; and, besides all these, there is no 
other country where the people hare to pay so email a por- 
tion of taxes, and where kind and generous neighbours are 
to be found in abundance. To all these advantages' add 
that of perfect civil and political liberty; and that, as to 
religion, the law knows nothing at all about it. 

34. In English colonies the English language-is spoken ; and, 
a* the support of the governments there come out of the 
pockets of the people of England, there are few taxes in 
those colonies, though I perceive that they have already 
on excise even at Botany Say. But, in the English 
colonies, there is a worse species of government than there is 
here; greater state of dependence, and less protection from 
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the law. Id the year 1826, some persons displeased* with. 
the freedom of opinion, exercised by a printer in Upper, 
Canada, did not prosecute him.; but went by force and 
demolished his press, and flung bis types into the lake. 
In fact, there is very little money in those colonies (I am 
speaking of those that can be considered places to emigrate 
to), except that which passes through the hands of the 
government. There are no persons of considerable property; 
scarcely one worthy of the aame.of farmer ; and no man in 
those colonies ever thinks of any degree of peace or safety, 
which he is not to derive from persons in power. . 

35. As to New South Wales, as it is called, and 
Van Diemen's Land, the distance, in the first place* 
makes the voyage a terrible undertaking. When arrived, 
you depend on the public authorities for a grant. of land. 
If you have money to purchase pieces of ground already 
cleared and cultivated, your servant* are convicts, ..and you 
are at the joint mercy of them and the murdering natives. 
Even for the service of the convicts, your sole dependence. 
is on the pleasure of the public authorities; afld, in short, 
you are infinitely mere dependent than any rack-renter 
under the most greedy and tyrannical boroughmongei 
in England. If you find yourself miserable, and wish to 
return, preferring the wretched state that you have left to- 
that which you find, your means of return are gone, and 
you have to undergo another voyage of seven or eight 
months, aud to return to England a dejected and broken- 
hearted beggar.^ 

36. The English colonies in North America consist of 
Lower and Upper Canada, New Brunswick, Nova 
Scotia, Newfoundland, and Prince Edward 'a 
Island. Theseformanimmenaeextentof country; bat with 
the exception' of a small part of Can ada, and here and there 
a little strip of land in New Brunswick, which hare 
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been preoccupied, the whole is wretchedly poor : heap* of 
rocks covered chiefly with fir trees. These countries are 
the offal of North America; they are the head, the thine, 
the shanks and hoo& of that part of the world ; whuV* 
the United States are the air-loins, the well-covered 
and well-lined, ribs, and. the suet. People who know nothing 

■■of the matter frequently observe, that the United State* 
will take our American colonies one of these day*. This 
would be to act the wise part of a thief, who should come 
and steal a stone for the pleasure of carrying it about. 
These miserable colonies, the whole of which do not contain, 
army, blacks, and all, a population equal to that of the single . 
state of New York, are fed, with the exception of Canada, 
chiefly by food brought from the United States. Flour, 
1 beef, pork, and even fresh meat, are brought into these 
countries from the United States: even jrretn pease and 
many other vegetables are carried from the United States 
•to" regale the petty sovereigns who strut in that country, 
and are maintained by taxes raised in England. England 
has possessed those countries for more than a hundred yean, 
except Canada, and has possessed that for pretty nearly a 
century; she has squandered hundreds of Bullions upon 
them ; and if she were to withdraw the supplies of money, 
which she now sends thither, the whole of them, with the 
exception of some parts of Canada, would be totally aban- 
doned in less than a year, except that some of the points 
near the sea would be, as they formerly were, resorted to 
by fishermen in the fishing-season. These are no countries to 
go to: a small part of Canada might become passable; 

- but even there, the government and the state of dependence 
are such, that no' sensible man will hesitate for a moment 
between that country and the United States, where hud is 
equally abundant, where the products are fine and of infinite 
variety, and where, wjjh a moderate portion of labour and 
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care, every .man may do well. In start, the choice lies be- 
tween- the country which has to send for green peue to 
another country, and the cuuutry in which the green 
pane grow: I am for the latter, and bo I think Trill be 
•very man who has only a moderate portion of -very com- 
wg sense. 

37. !h«w, in my " Year's Residence in America * 
given ah account of the prices of laud, of labour, of food, of 
eiotbioa;, house rent, and the Kfee. I shall speak of all these 
by-and-hye; but they will be found to be mefltioned inci- 
dentally En certain original letters from English emigrants 
in America, to their friends in England ; and here also will 
be found a striking instance of the worthlessuess of the 
English colonies compared with tile United States. I shall 
here insert these letters, first giving ad account of the source 
from which I have- obtained them, and what led me to seek 
for that source. The reader Is to be informed, then, that, 
since tbe publication of my "Year's Residence," several 
parishes in the East of Sussex hnvai/ot rid, as they call it, of 
nvauy families, that were a great harden to them, or nicely 
to he so, by shipping' them off, at the parish expense, to the 
Uh it xd States of America; and the letters in question 
dating been received by their relations in SossEX, a gtfrt- 
tlemanof the name of Benjamin Smith published a part of 
them for the information of ethers. ( did not know Mr. Smith, 
tind, therefore, I thought it necessary to go to the parties 
tbemselves, and obtain the originals. I did this, and the 
originals are now in my hands. I have found Mr. S mitiI's 
publication to be perfectly correct, the orthography only 
being' mended, and a little pointing supplied ; and, therefore, 
I availed myself of hh) publication, in the republishing of the 
letters, which form the most interesting collection of docu- 
ments that eret passed under my perusal. With these let- 
ten before him, and with no possible doubt as to their ail- 
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Ihenderty, every HAD will be aWe to jtrilge of, every man 
frill know to a certainty, the exact state of things in the 
United States; especially an far -a* regards the fitness of 
that country Si one to emigrate to. 

38.1 shall itumbeu the letters for the purpose of more easy 
reference, when I come afterwards to- speak of the contents. 
The parties writing the 1 letters, are, Johw Watson-, who 
went, from the parish of Sktjlsscomb near Battle ; from 
Stzthks Watsow, Ms brother, who went from the same 
placer from Mary Jamb Watson, a daughter of Ste^hbw 
Watso*; from Johv Parks, who Went from Ew- 
HBasr near Nobthiam; worn John Vxbbss, who went 
from MocNTriELB near Battle; from William Davis; 
who went ■from Rc-bkktsbribcix; from Mary Vzmess 1 , 
who went from Motjktfibld; from John Twoufe, who 
went from -SE&LeaeoMB; from John Harder*, who 
-went front Roobrtbbrid-qe, and from Thomas Boots; 
who went from RoBXRTtnnrsan. To these I shaH add 
twe letters smce recessed by a gentleman at Rye, and I 
suppress not o»e single word of them. The originals will 
be -Upesited at Fleet Street, for one weak after the publica- 
tion of this hook; and, when that week is passed, I shall 
return them to the parties from whom I have received them. 
I shall lodge them at Fleet Street, for the purpose of being 
inspected by any gentleman wbe may have die curiosity to 
do It t and I do it also to the honour of the parties who 
hnn written the letters. We read the other day (Morning 
Chronicle ef the«4thof Juno) of the execution of nine cut- 
Jtritt aC owe*, in tie happy colony of Mew South Wales; 
ftad read in the same paper that the governor had, by pro- 
cUmution, just increased the dvtits on tobacco and spirits, 
while, at the -Matt time, part of the country was In a Mate of 
great alarm, on aoeosa-tof the enstenea of a "formidable 
■** body «/ s*ae rwWyws mounted on horseback, and well 
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"aimed." If any man, not actually tired of his life, can 
prefer emigrating to a country like tliis to emigrating to 
the United Status, be is wholly unworthy- of my 
attention. I hare pouted out certain passages of the 
letters by italics, to which I request the reader's particular 
attention. 

39. I begin with the letters from John Watson to hk 
father Stephen Watson of Sedlescomb. This John 
Watson, it will be perceived, was carried to our sweet 
colony of New Brunswick; but he soon found that be 
could not live there ; and it will be seen with what wond- 
rous toil and perseverance He removed himself, his wife, and 
his children, first into Lower Canada, then into Upper, 
Canada, and then into the United States. Let this 
man's progress be observed : see the English pauper become 
a good solid landowner in America, in the course of only* 
five years; and then come to your decision. You will, re- 
mark, that in the very first letter, Jouk Watson tells bis 
father, that he was discouraged from going to the United 
States ; and that many had come from the States to 
New Brunswick! These lies had been stuffed into his 
head, as into the heads of thousands ef others; but they 
all, if they be able, soon quit the miserable colonies, and get 
to the United States. I take the following extract 
from a newspaper, called The Enquirer, published at 
New York, in the month of June, 1827. " In one canal* 
" boat were eighty settlers, coming into the United 
" States from Canada. King George pays their pas' 
" sage, and gives them a trifle for pocket-money ; and the 
" moment they land at Quebec, without waiting to wash a 
" shirt, ail the single able men cut and run for the 
" United States; and we have all the benefit of the 
" emigration." This Editor is mistaken : King George 
does not pay them for their passage, nor give them the 
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pocket- monCy ; for King JSeorge pays so taxes. Thus, 
then, the United States send food for. the.. colonies, for 
which we paj; we pa; for sending out nonthato eat it; 
and the mouths which hare arm and legs attached to ■ 
them, go to swallow green pease ia the place where they 
are raised. 



No. I. 

. tjOTturtiory, fin! Bruntwick,* 
Oct IS, 1619. 
Deab Father, — I arrived in St. John the 16th day of June, 
after a disagreeable passage. We were struck with lightning in a 
atom, in which ire lost one of <rar aailora. When I cimu into the 
abo^e place I saw no- prospect of , doing anything there, end pro- 
, eeedad to Fredericton, and had many .proponnls made me there, but 
did not accept them. I am now situated 120 miles up the river Sf. 
John. The gentleman in whose employ I am, has built me a house, 
in which I now live. 1 am to have it, and 10 or"18 acres of land, 
cent fete, lbs three years. I expect to be able to maintain my family 
on this until I get land from Government- Everg married man U 
entitled to 200 acres, and every single man 100. As to saying po- 
sitively what labourers get, I coulH not; bat they are paid according 
to what they can do. I got five pounds the first month and my diet. 
I must now tell you we are not pestered with revenue office™. We 
area free people ; free from rates and taxes. Th,e following are the 
prices of provisions':— FTonr, two pounds ten shillings p er barrel, of 
196 pounds weight ; butter, from is. 3d, to \t.Gd.per pound; nu(. 
ton and beef, from bd. to 6d. per pound ; all wearing apparel are as 
dear again as in England. St, John river is a very fine river, so 
that brigs of any size can come from St. John to Fredtricton. A 
man may catch as many fish in an hour as would do for him and- hia 
family for a day. Along the above river it is but thinly inhabited, 
and very few back settlements. There is plenty of land, but we 
want men to work it. You would really wonder to see bo many • 
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thousands of anrea of woody land idle, and treed lapd. I bad every 
idea of going to the States, but the aceomds were ta discouraging 
trial 1 would net go there. I assure you there are many coming from 
the SUM here. TeB my brothers that I bare no doubt, after a 
while, they would do well here, but I would not advise them to cObib 
now, for they liitie knew the difiiddUt* thty would Any* fa undergo 
before thty would get settled ; but if they (or I) was once settled 
here, there would be no fear bat they would do wall. Tell William 
Turner and Samuel Turner, that if they could come hero, and bring 
their sona, they could be Bottled, provided they had 607. ; or they 
could gat land (cleared) on the half part of what they could raise, 
and oien to plough it. Tall William Glover that I can get a gentle- 
man to aead for bint next spring-, and to send me an answer if he is 
willing (o come or not. My wife would be obliged to her brother 
if Appa~ woald send or take a copy of this latter to her father. We 
are wed, thank God, and it ia the sincere with of yew friend, that I 
may see yon alt hare, bat not until s hear something before yon come. 
And am, dear lather. 

Yours truly affectionate, 

Jo»N Wjtsbn. 
N.B. Direct to Mr. John Hubiw, Queenabury County, York, New 
Brunswick, British America. My wife would be obhged to yon, 
wbenjott write, to send »ord bow all herfrieudiare. 
Mr. Sttpkcn IFoiiotJ, Stilnetmb.Cwnty »/ Suiier, E*$la*it. 

' No. 2; 

BnaU, Cents? of OMarls, Slit •/ Haw lap*, 

Aniut 13th, 1 Baa. 
Deih Fithkh,— We left Brunswick on the ath last March. Tie 
teverity of (tie winter deterrnittcdmt to take thiiitep, Weproceeded 
up the river St. John towards Quebec. On our way we encountered 
great difficulties, arising from the cold, and the country being almost 
an entire wilderness through which we passed. From Quebec we. 
proceeded up the River St. Laurence to Montreal ; from thence t» 
Kingston, and mp the lake to Niagara, where we crossed oTer inie Me 
United Statu, and travelled east into the Statu of New York, 100 
miles to the English settlement (as it is here called), where 'I now 

• A town, of 1,801 inhabitant!, «biiut »W muti from NswYonJt. 
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live, but do not ictend to remain here long; the bad it ill talUtt up, 
ud too dear for ■ person in my circumstances to bay. The Ohio is 
rey ultimate object; thsre land may be bad in plenty fur a dollar mil 
aijuoiWt.or 5.«-Oi., stetling, per acre. I armed here about the wid- 
tilt 0/ Jane, and hare bun, for tie principal part of the time; awes, 
in the employ of a Mr. Watson, an Englishmen, from Northumber- 
land, of whom 1 bought a cow, fox which I paid him in work, te- 
sidot supporting wy family. An honest, industrious man oan main- 
tain his family batter by .three days' work here, than ha can in 
England by ais. It is tha universal custom here for the omplqyer to, 
find tbe person employed in victuals. Grain is very loir at present; 
wheat may be bought for Is. 6d., iter ling money, per bushel ; and the 
other kinds of grain proportionally low, Butchers' meet, of all - 
kinds, is exceedingly cheap ; erery fanner here bag an orchard, in 
which the apples oxA peaches hang almost or thick as your kept. 
Clothing is about the same here, as in England, Money in scarce U 
present, owing to there being no demand abroad for grain, but every 
thing else is in the utmost profusion ; and I look forward, with a con- 
fident and well-founded hope, to the time, as not far distant, when I 
shall bo a freeholder, and call mo man by tit degrading none ajf 
matter. This, yon will possibly say, is all idle rant ;— but m, I am, 
acquainted with many here who came to this country poor and penny- 
lees, who now potw.ssjbie freeholds of from 100. (e 300 acres, fine 
houses, hams aad orchards, thriving fioela of cattle, sheep, ifc. 
What others hue dome why may not I accomplish 1 This is, in 
truth, the laud of hope. Labour is a pleasurable exertion, because 
all its profits go to enrich yourself itnd not another. As your let- 
ters tome may possibly not arrive before I depart to the Ohio, direct 
t hean to Robert Watson, to be, by him, forwarded to me. 
Your dutiful son, 

Jobn Watson. 
Mir, (lifln WiiMm, StiUtttmo, near futile, Ctunty of Sutler, OU Enjumd. 

No. 3. 

Auroras, Dnitwra Count), lnaisna StaUy 
Ju» 1Mb, 1821. 
Dju Fitsib, — Recollecting my promise to you, not to write till 
1 we* perfectly settled, yon would not expect e tetter so soon ss yon 
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might otherwise have done. I now consider myself ai so settled ; 
and, tiongh I have, some time ago, written *» letter to roil, jet it 
may hare miscarried ; and I not only think it right that yon should 
be acquainted with my situation, but I wish that you, with all our 
family and friends, could be with us. We have suffered mar.y hard- 
ships, as the statement of our journey will ahow you; bnt they Were 
occasioned by my being a stranger to the country. You will recol- 
lect that I started, with my wife and our 'children, in the trig Wel- 
lington, fnr St. John't, Nets' Bruniuiick, where we arrived Juste 
15th, 1819, after losing one of our mates, by lightning, and one sea- 
man; there we remained till March 15th, 1830. New Brunswick, 
the winter too severe to profit much by farming, I determined to 
leave it, at all hoiarda ; I, therefore, with my wife, gat a hand- 
sleigh, in which I placed the children, and droo them as the ice up 
the 9t. John't river, about 360 miles, Mary and myself walking, 
drawing the children alter us. You must also recollect that 100 
miles of this was not settled, being all wood. We arrived at the 
head of St. John's river. We travelled on in the same manner, across 
■now and ice, to the great river St. Laurence, about ISO miles below 
Quebec ; there we foemd the country, along the bans:, thickly set-, 
fled.' I then built myself a light waggon, and had all our family 
provisioned {hiring the time of making the waggon for " I thank 
you;" the good people, who were French Canadian!, wishing us 
very much to stay with them. In this waggon our children were 
drawn by myself for upwards of 400 miles, to Kingston, at the mouth 
if the late Ontario, There. (as every other place, we met with un- 
common kindness) a gentleman, quite a stranger, not only sent us 
by the steam-boat, free of all expense, to Fort George, but put sir 
or seven dollars in our pockets besides. From Fort Gedrge we 
crossed into the United States, and passed the summer at Geneva, 
Ontario County, New York State. Hearing a more favourable ac- 
count of the State of Indiana, I once more started on a ramble, and, 
travelling across the State of New York, I came to O'Lean Point, on 
the Alleghany river; which river, every rapid one, 1 came down in a 
flat boat to Pittsburgh; here I staid two days, and, passing on, alter 
being detained by head winds, and the water being very low, landed 
at Aurora, situated" at the mouth of Hogan Creek. Here I found 
myself a stranger, without friends, acquaintance, utensils of any 
kind, or money, having spent our last .dollar a day or two before ; 
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added to which , myself and all our family were caught by illness for 
six or eight weels, without the power of doing any thing. But no 
■oouer wna our situation known, than me had plmty of prtrviiiola 
brought to at, and, %i our itrength recovered, I obtained wort at dig- 
ging, Src. My wife tovb in telling, and, by degrees, we bars worked 
it to that I hare i ctnvs, X calves, 9 pig/, and 1 oalf expected in 
August. Jamei is now at school, (and |I intend to Band two in tho> 
winter. I have joined with a farmer in cropping : that it, / receiued 
one-half of the produce, and had the team fonnd roe. I now ant 
working for an English gentleman, named Harris, who is building in 
Anrora, and owns foul quarter sectiona up the Creek. Much good 
land can be bought, far distant, for one dollar and a quarter per aere, 
and improved land for not much more : indeed, bo good is the pros- 
pect for a man who must live by industry, that I wish all my friends 
and acquaintance were here with me. 1 can safely any, I would not. 
nor would my Mary, return to England on any account whatever. 
We are now all in good health, and are very desirous of hearing from 
yon. Direct to John Watson, Anrora, Dearborn County, Indiana 
State, United States. I wish you would also be vary particular not 
to pat the letter into the pott-vffict, as it will be so long in coming ; 
but put it into the letter-bag of some shipjbound to New York or 
Philadelphia. In the earnest desire of hearing from yon, 

John Watson. 
The beat port for you to come to would be PLilndelphia or Baltimore. 
Mr. Stepkt* Wilton, Pari** of Scitettmb, nraf Battle, Svaa, Old Entham. 

No. 4. 

Anrora, Dearborn Cnnntr, Indiana, 
April 30th, less. 
Dita FATiiEa and Mothkh, — I now write with greater pleasure 
than I have ever yet done, as it ia in answer to yours, dated Feb- 
ruary the 2nd, the only one I have received ; the others, I suppose, 
moat hare gone to Canada, where you might think I waa settled. It 
proved very gratifying to us to hear that you all enjoy such general 
good health, excepting father Vaughan and sister, who ceuld not 
have been expected to remain long, haviogbeen ill ap long. Though 
your letter wes written by several peraonj we cannot answer them na> 
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pera-tely, but nrast beg of jou to read all to than. Yob should hava 
mentioned who mj brother Jmtnes married ; we suppose it mult b« 
Hwuy Fraeland '* utter. We weald rtctmmend all tur acquaint- 
touts, who are titeitf paying Ufthct ami ttxtt, te conte he**, where 
tftket art mhwnvm, amd lares kardif worth mcxtimung, compared 
totohat tkf art with yau. Tho onlj tax.we have paid ia 1 day's 
work on the rood, mnd 50 cents, or it. Ad. for one juke of ojcon. 
You «ay England ia is a very bad atata, and farmers are got very low. 
We would aay, let them come hare : wo wbib worth nothing whe» p 
we landed at thai place, and now we have 1 joke of omen, 1 cow, 
9 hogs, and we intend having another cow. We are not much noa- 
aeraed about Mickattmat and Latp-Day here, for a* many fain* us 
we ehoee, we coald have for paying one-laird of the produce. Wa 
hare just taken 10 acres upon these term*, and John ia busily en- 
gaged in ploughing for corn; he wiahe* hia uncle Edward waa with 
hhri to help. Brother Stephen inquires if he could get employment j 
we answer, (hat an j person deiirou* of obtaining a living maj do it, . 
and that easily : if he cornea, let him bring all the money be cut, 
and what clothing be haa ; but not to apead any money in buying 
nnneceaaaty things in England ; here the nuouy will pay bin couch 
better -than there in land. Rabbits and pigeooe, particularly the Ut- 
ter, are very abundant ; and squirrel*, which are very fine eating;. 
There are also great plenty of fiah in the river for those who take the 
trouble to catch them. Partridges are alio very numerous, and wild 
turkey*. We bought 1 for J5 casta, or U. 1§A of jour money, 
which lasted u» for 4 meals. Meat we bay for t cents per pound. , 
John often talks of hia grandmother, and says vie could keep her 
without working. Whilst this letter is writing my wife ia eating 
preserved peaches and bread, and washing them down with good 
whiskey and water. When our last letter waa written, I mentioned 
I waa working for Mr. Harris, an English gentleman ; I am still 
working for him, and, probably, shall do for some time. You ex- 
press a wish to know all our children: John, bora April Stud, 1809 j 
James, October 18th, 1813; Naomi, February 7th, 1815; Henry, 
April lllh, 1818 ; Hi** Anne, born January flat, 1931, in Lengtej 
township, on Hogan Creek, Dearborn County, Indiana. Henry ia 
very well, generally in mischief, like all other children, and received 
a kiss, as did all the others, from raster. All onr friends who senna] 
we would recommend to come in an American ship, and land either 
It Baltimore or Philadelphia; but ne should advise them to start 
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immediately after lidding for the westers States, as they afford a 
better prospect for poor people, or indeed any other, than the eastern 
or older State*. Among many other advantages ire enjoy in tliia 
country, we can make rar own loop, eandtet, and sugars; which wa 
make by tapping (be maple tree, in the breaking of the frost, and 
boiling the water down, clearing It with eggs or milk. We wish very 
much to see brother William and Stephen ; if they come they cannot 
be in a worse situation than we were when we landed, and for many 
ftootha after: but then their prospects wonld be better than by re- 
maining in England. Our brother William, sister Sarah, and oar- 
dear mother, must not be hurt if we did not mention them in oar last 
letter ; it was not an intentional neglect, for our affections for them. 
are ai strong as ever, and very often do we wish they were here ; for 
we think it would be much better for them, as well as William 
Glover, of wham we wish to hear, — nothing being said of him in 
your letter. Mary begs you will be particular in mentioning her 
relations in your neit letter, which you mnst not be angry if we ask 
to be written closer, so as to contain more information, as the poataga 
of letters ia rather expensive ; not that we grudge the money, but we 
think the sheet might be made to hold more. 

And now, our dear Father and Mother, as it is not tery likely that ' 
we shall meet on this side the. grave, may it be our fervent prayer, 
that in the life to came, where there shall be no alloy, no griefs or 
difficulties, we may all unite; and there may yon, with all the 
blessed, salute your ever dutiful and affectionate children, 

John and Mtit Watson. 

P.8. If Stephen conea.we wish him to bring some rye-graes, toe- ■ 
foil, broem need, eahbage ses>ds, and all garden seeds. Be sure if he 
doea com*, or any others of onr friends, to let usknowsasuouMpoa. 
■rUe. Mary has just made a ttahel 0/ soup, ubieb cost sM nothing * 
but her -attention and a little labour. Tkttt aniniaii called in your 
emmfry .Excisemen, are not known in this country, so thai we boil 
soap, make candles., gather hops, and many other things, without 
fear, wfcieb. pou *uut net da. We are under no fear oiestf oar ckiU 
iren-nat having food: we hav'ejSiser fork and ftuli 'tea geakane, 
tatd flatty of than. Fowls are sold from U. 3d. to St. *\4. ptr 
rf»j*H; pork at Id. per !»„■ egga IJd, for six doaen. 

Mr. SUfken wntna, lis., S> atSSFMB*, war Batllt , &«*«•, OU bftnU. 

Per fLr«t packet from Hew York to Liverpool. Paid to Now York. 
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No. 5. 

Anrurt, Mirch Dili, leas. 
. Dlift Fatheh and Mother, — It i» now 2 years since we heard 
from you, excepting in ■ letter from brother Stephen, laying yon 
were ail null. We axe longing to hew what you are all doing; the 
particular* of all the family : wfcun you lent the letter, you did not 
say any thing about William and Sarah, neither who J nines and Ann 
was married to. I want to know what ia become of William Glover, 
and whether he loses drink aa well aa he used to do ; if be does, tell 
him there ia plenty of whiskey here ; if a man wants to kill himself, 
he need not be long about it, for be may get a gallon a day and his 
board; but I hope better things of him ; I hope he has seen into the 
fully of it before this. We ahould be very glad to bear from all our 
fiienda : we think they would do a great deal better here than in 
England; vie cannot think what makes so many of them go bock, for 
we would tut come back again for Mr. TUden Smith's farm and all 
he hat got. The poor home-sick things! were it not for their poor 
children, wo would not care if they went to bed without supper all 
their lives ! As for brother Stephen, we should like to know if he 
is gone hack too ', for we expected hhn this last winter, but hare been 
disappointed; we are rather uneasy at not receiving a letter before 
thia ; if you anew any thing about him, we ahould bo glad if you 
would let us kuow. We are still farming, have got this season about 
10 acres of very promising wheat, 7 acre* of oats, 15 acres of corn, 
1 acre for lax, between 1 and t acres for potatoes and other garden 
■tuff. We have got a horse, a yoke of oien, a pair of young steers, 
a milch cow, and plenty of pigs and fowls. There are plenty of En- 
' gliah 'people in and around our neighbourhood i we rent land of an 
English woman (true .enough, for I have written this letter). We 
feel ourselves at home omong the peoples we hare regular preaching 
by the Methodists and Baptists, but no parson to tytbe ui. We make 
our own Soap and candles ; we hove just got between 40 aitrf50 yards 
#/ town from the loom from our last year's flax. Land is lj par 
acre. Congress price ; but land near tha Ohio is chiefly taken up, and 
higher priced. We live a mile from the river. Aurora is on the 
bank of tha. Ohio, so of course we are the mine distance from it. We 
have another utile daughter, named Sarah Joanna ; ahe was born on 
the f 9th of February, 1324; the other children are all well j John if 
grown very much lately ; he is almost like s man; hohssjuat been 
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out « mouth, md amied himself a semmer's nit of clothes, though 
he is employed mt home on the farm. I let him hare his wish ; he 
•ends hie beat respects to his grandmother. There is plenty of 
walnut*, hickory nuts, wild grapes, plums, ic. in the wooda ; peaches 
grow in great abundance ; the trees bear in three yean from tho 
Stone. Apples, melons, pumpkins, and a variety of other frnits, are 
Tory easily raised. Write soon, and direct to John Watson, Aaron, 
Dearborn County, Indiana. 

From your affectionate son and daughter, 

John and Mary WatSOti. 
F.S. Weahonld.be very happy to see yon; but ss we do not ex- 
pect to see yon this aide of Eternity, we' beseech yon to prepare for 
the awfol day, when we mnst all give account of the deeds done in 
the body, it is the one tiling needful: do not put it off till it is too 
late, but fly to the anna of a bleeding Redeemer, who is willing to 
save you. 

Mr. Blcpktn Walion, Stitucmi, Sill!'. 



Dea.l Father and Mother, — We gladly embrace this oppor- 
tunity of writing to you, to esy that we are all enjoying good health 
at present, and we sincerely hope that, at the, perusal of these few 
lines, yon will Be the same. We received your letter November Btb, 
which gave us great satisfaction that you are well, and we are glad to 
near that some of you intend coming to America ; and we greatly de • 
sire that you would all come to this rich fertile country ; for we 
assure you that there is sufficient roofn for you all in this Palestine 
land ; though we do not believe pvery part of America SO good as 
where we live, and especially the part of America where brother 
Stephen lives ; for we know, by experience, that it is not half so 
good a country" for a poor man to get a living ss where we are, 
though they are well satisfied where they live, and we believe their 
country fsr better than Old England. Yet we know that their coira? 
try is not half so good a part of America as where we live. But they 
know no better, for they have not travelled through America to see 
tiis difference. But it is not at) with us; for we travelled 2000 ot 



.Google 



[LETT EH 

MM nilea tbreugh Aaneaioa before we HlMmmlrw; tatttefen 
we M» better judges than they can be. leers **K cub rad iwel •« . 
fiwinf e»s*ersT oftehmt it raited on tke load; mtd el mow MOT gat 
la bsmhJi tfpmi er htefftr a aVry'aerera, m 3 pecke of wheat, and 
•very other kind of provision, cheap accordingly, Maa who let— 
fcy thedarg.* fAeaiewir mrticia, udin boarded in Mat* of dtimg 
tkt morS. Wi mo highly gratified to think of father end nndwc 
coming, and more bo shall we be if yon til will coma. We atimafe 
you to come to Now York, and up the river to Albany, where Stephen 
Uvea. There you can get information of the road to mj house ; bat 
if ao be that yon are willing lo corns to ue without coming -by 
Stephen, we think it much the bait for you to land at Baltimore, and 
come from there to Pittsburgh, on the Ohio river, where you can gat 
a passage in the ateem-boat; for a very few dollar*, to Aurora, witfciri 
nromileaofmyhouie. It would be a great deal cheaper and nighex 
from Baltimore or Philadelphia than Albany, from either of the three 
porta. You must inquire for Pittsburgh, on the Ohio river. We 
want yon to fetch with you early-gerk, tugar-laaf, turtle, savoy r and 
red cahbuge tecit; and trefoil, lucerne, and a little broom leedt 
and we wish you to tell June* Bridges to come to America if he 
can, for we know that he can get a comfortable living with huff the 
ItJeatt 1 he ha* to do at home. Plenty of land can be bought within 
SO miles of our house for one dollar and a quarter per acre. We ad' 
viae yon to con* in an American >hip; and, finally, wo thank it too 
tedious to mention all the good things in America, bat invite yon an 
eomeandsee hiryourtelicea. So no more at presentment your eita. 
tkasate ton and daughter, 

Jonw and Hinr Watsow; 



No. 7. 

JJbaaj,* October flth, 1833, 

Dun Faroe* and Mo-rasa,— Thia eotnea with oar kind love W 

you,and»llbretberBaad*iucra,uniaHfueiids, hoping to tad you all in 

good health ; for all onr children have been ill with their insidoa 

witlt snath lead : end wa m got to Albany ttaa, Wtwv ihatZ. 
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makiWfwnp wNawYori. We stopped at New York a woo*, 
mad then sailed to Albany, which i* 165 mile* ; and w* wm sea-Bank 
■ftoat 16 d»js ; tndl treat op to Utka, which it 96 miles, and I 
could a ot Gad the country any better op there than M Albany ; ae I 
Xetnrned bank to my family again. And a gentleman hu tool Jm, 
and he ib to keep and clothe and to Mud her tesohool ; and Thomas, 
Mr. William Fisher has taken. And John Gardiner has fbimd hia 
brothers ; and Jama* Gardiner is mored Irom where be was at drat ; 
and we nee Richard Cutney at New York, a»d be wairery well, and 
he talked of coming to England again, and to Bend a particular ac- 
eatmt of what Thomas Rolfe said when ha got back to England. But 
not to make yourselroa any ways uneasy about us ne'er the more lor 
hia coming back ; for if we can't get a living, hero is a poor-house 
just the same at in England ; and then wilt keep tu till the spring, 
and Hun send tu back ia England : for there it thousands of Irisii. 
here. And iM can't support my family. 1 shall- come back in the 
spring; for if a man oan't support Lis. family, they will send him back 
in the spring to England again : for I had not got half money enough 
to get up to my brother; io I wrote to him, and I hare not had any 
answer aa yet ; but when 1 get an answer I will send to you again ; 
and I can't giro yon any good account about coming aa yet, for there 
is ao many Irish keep coming every , dag, and they work so cheap, 
thai it makes it bad for labouring people i and we live neighbours 
with James Fisher and Richard Fuller from Rodiam. And the ways 
of the people and the country is very different from what they are in 
England ; and the land is not half so good; for when they clear land, 
as they call it, they chop the wood off about 3 feet from the ground. 
Had then plough and bow between the stubs -. and it is moat tlie Indian 
corn iu this part of the country. William is at work filling waggons 
with the stuff that cornea out of the canal. I ham ■» dollars per . 
ever*. A dollar is 8 shillings of New York State money. People 
workSery bard hero ; for they work from sun-rising to nun-set ■ cat- 
tle the same. And beef ia from 2 cents to i cents per pound; and 
there is a hundred cents in a dollar. But the meat ia not ao fat as it 
is in England, Tobacco- is from it. to %s, per pound ; and clotliing 
■■ about as it is in England ! aad shoes are about the same, but the 
leather is net so 'good. No nails, only ipamwoills about. Here, in 
summer, holf the people go without shone, stockings, and caps. And 
there ia plenty of apples ; you may buy them from If. 8 cents to 3*. 
per bushel of this money, and peaches very cheap. And tell my 
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father and Htmry Osborn I have not wen • Yohoo u yet ; bat if I 
come home in the spring I will bring them heme tome tebacco ; and 
tell my mother I will bring hit some tea : fur we cm get it for is. 
par pound this money. And ire desire yon to remember our loves to 
Levi Crouch, and bis wifej.aod Stephen and Elizabeth give their 
love to Elixabeth'a dear mother : and if we can't get a comfortable 
living, here, we (ball aee her again in the spring. But Elisabeth, 
likes^ this country very well as yet: and I should be glad if Edward 
would take this letter to Rye to Elixabeth'a mother as soon at possi- 
bid, and for them to sand at an answer about all tilings as aoon u 
they can. And ice have got two young ihuti to five upon this winter : 
auid to tell George Noakes to make himself contented where he is till 
I can give a more particular account of the country, for if 1 can get 
a aomlbrtable living here I'will send bint woid, and if not I shall 
come home in the spring. And tell Charles Jepeon I drank tea with 
liia Bitter In New York, and sbe is very wall. And please to give 
ouVbeit reapects to Mrs. Smith, and tell her we got over pretty well. 
So no more at present from 

Your dutiful son and daughter, 

S. Watson. Stephen and Elizibetb Watson. . 

Direct to me to be left- at Thomas Sslby'j, South Market Street, 
Ho. 535, Albany, State of New York. 
Fat Mr. Slipkrn Wit**, Stdltictml, mot .Bailie, Suua, OH Emolani. 



Dili Mother, — I would b 
write you pleasant news, as Stephen has been to utiliappy in a strange 
country, but is now contented and doing well, He earn* 8s. a day 
and his board. We meet with many friends. We hare been fortu- 
nate in getting good places for our children. Jane is with a Quaker 
gentleman in Connecticut, who hns Inten An- as Airmen : he will aend 
her to school all winter, We were all rick for 16 dsjs. We were re- 
joiced to see land once more. We met with many frieada on hoard 
ihe vease). Stephen reoeif ed many presents from tl cm. We had 
plenty provision, and sold a good deal when we landed. Jane was in 
the cabin all the way oyer : she waited On the ladies : they gave her 
4 dollars tor her services. It is impossible for us to get ti brother 
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John, as be it 1,400 mi: m from Albany: itwanld ho very forpen al i o . 

•ewe (as do belter here. I wish yon to fet Stephen'* mother lo 
'.write, snd let me know if yon received my letter. Yon may tall 

George Noaksa we will write to him coon, end tall him all the pat. 

tkulars. If yon please you ma.i tend this letter to Stephen's mother, 
'and this will snswer for both. Naomi is gone to lire with Mr. Moul- 
■ton at Utics, and likes the plsce well. J MUM it going to the sams 
'place. Stephen ie aorry that he did not bring you along : jdu eoold 

- do much better here : for washing it. a day, and other work scuord- 
ingty. Ineverwai mt happy 01 my liftuilai*now, I never Kith to 

• go back tt Snglami, Do not grieve for me : if we never meet in 
thu world, w« will meat in die world to corns, to part no more. Look 
. to the Lord for .comfort, ia the wish of yont affectionate daughter, 

- Mary Green, Elisabeth Wituk. 
>J. B. Siephan taw* with Richard Fnller. We lire in the honee 

with them. We hare a good house. Uiave a good oven, and all 
thinga convenient. I would he glad to hear from yon all as soon aa 
posaible. The late it the tame here far the poor at there. I must 
conclude with my lore to all. 

Mary Green. Elizabeth Watson. 

Direct to me at Mr. Thomas Selby a, South Market Street, No. 535, 
" Albany State, New York. 

No. 9. 

Albany, Msreh », IBM. 
Honoured Fatheb and Moihee, — We received your letter on 
the 83rd instant, and art happy to hear you are all in good health, as it 
lemcB di. I hare to inform you that 1 have had a good winter's 
work at sawing, and have no lesson to complain of America. 1 don't 
wish to persuade any person to come to this country, but I am doing 
better here than 1 was in England. A man by industry can get • 
gaod living here. I was Soon discouraged when I Erst came over ; 
but now 1 am more used to the ways and contemn of the people, I 
)Uce it better. My wife likes the country much. My family are all 
in good health. Jane like* her place very much : she lives with 
Captain Cbamplin, who sends her to school to learn to read and 
write : she wrote a letter soma time ago, which wsa written quite 
.wall for her. Thomas and Naomi are both living with a Mr. Moulton ; 
■ad fJeonii says she does no( want to come home again. Yon mutt 
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Mt ha fa. any treuU* at»M an^ar mM m*«* Jafc Afb mt« •**•« 

tt.JtrhtditLmtttbtytotrgUujJac*; he .tSttnatiia.sn*- nri arAafe 
JtiMitioii. Mamat aferaJ»gHt*KU,cr UJaOmr*, fw S wad*' 

una •*£ At if git hit yafff /or I limnt tern him tinea. I Mb no 
doubt if George Noaksn comaa, he can get a living En hi* ftrnflj, I 
deifee to be remembered to Robert, EdWnrd, and Samuel Fisher : Idl 
tfcean Ibairbroduira and saaten are all well, Wa bmlidesire: to.be ro- 
mamheFodloBiy wife's mother. 1 haceiiid one-letter ftona my biB- ' 
that, aad ha wishes ma brooms up to him ; bat as I am doing so well, 
I think of staving here at present. Gita our lore* to all our hrotbac* 
aad siatma;. and Mk William if he thinks there in .any salt in Ame- 
rican If yoti km -hare I could get you a quart of gin for a skiUiaf. 
IJeily says if old Stephen was here he should'bave one good drunken 
frolic. Iba*ewen a gnodmanyeld acquaintance in Albany. Henry Soan 
and his wife arc now at my house. There are so many English people 
here that it scorns mucli like home. We don't begrudge any o jib the 
. pleasure we left behind us, for we are a good deal better off. The Java 
of this country are aa good aa in England. Tha poor are well taken 
care of: there is a large honse in this place for the accommodation of 
ile old ssd infirm that are not able to work. We can get our children 
educated better than we could at your place. The free school hue is 
on the Lancastrian system : it hat 400 scholars, both rich and poor, 
who pay according to their abilities; some pay one dollar a quarter, 
and some not more than a shilling sterling : the acholara are taught 
reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, &c- Sco. 
We remain. 

Your dutiful children, 
Stephbm and Elizabeth Wirsow.- 
Ti Mr. Stephm WaUen, Sedluemb, nrar fault, Sutra, 6Y«t Britain. 

No. 10. 

'Alfcsny, October ST, IBM. 
My ceasISiundpaiibnvs, — Partly in coinpli eoce w ith y our request 
to know about America, and partly for my paternal solicitude for yos, 
I again resume the pen. We are all well in health, and we hope yOu 
are enjoying the aim* blearing. It would berery agreeable formeto 
see my English friend), bat I don't wiah to return to England again. 
I like \meriet much the bttt : it ia a Tery ptantrfel country, A pet. 
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' wo. mar get ■ very fond living- here if thej- areF imhjitrioas. My 
father il doing very well, mod ia my well satisfied to stay in t&ia 
country. Ale *jfc> yet o «*) of Aw »wi, and mm tog*. My mother 
fan been lately confined of a daughter'; the is very hearty : Wdudfi 
h Sarah Anne. Little Myrtun ie a very pietty obild ; wo think very 
much of her : I think she ie indulged too much ia having her own 
way. Thomas and Naomi are living out. Thomaa is Liricg in tbf. 
country with Mr. Fisher. I fcave spent two yeara out to (i« eastward 
with the captain I came overirith. I took mnoh comfort and conso- 
lation with them m die two Tears. Hut now I am returned home 4a 
myparents. I lite living in Albany better than I did to the east. I 
have been very fortunate. I hare got good eldthea, and J can drcsx 
/tt-well as nnylaig mSedleseamb, I can enjoy a tiikajid white frodi, 
atti crape frock and craft titil, and Morocco shoes , without a parish, 
grumbling osuirf it. If yon are not dressed well here, yon are not 
respected. The girls here that go oat to doing house-work, dress as 

■ well at tmg laay in Sedlesarmb. / Am'l think of going to meeting 
with leather th*cs tn ; we meat Morocco wni pnawlit. Altogether 
Leghorn hats are worn here very much. Straw brmett are very fine. 
and handsome; I have. get one coat about twenty-four ahillinga. I 
had a prcsant of a very handsome, long', kerseymere shawl, by Cap- 
tain Champlin i he brought it me from London : it ooat about forty - 
eight ahillinga. You canntt tell, the poor from the rich here ,- they 
are dreased aa good as tits-other. You can get th i- 7a just aa wall as 
you can in England. We hare wrote to nnele John, but received no 
answer. 'Father want* yon so write na word whether lie baa written 
to yon since jaw received our letter. We want uncle William to 
come over to America very much ; and if he oomee, ID bring some 
ferrets with hint, for they hate none here. If yau corns on board a 
■hip that hn got cabin passengers in it, you can get. plenty of fresh 
meat lor them. Pear nnele, you mnat be aure and come, and bring 
all your working tools with you. I was surprised to bear of my 
uncle Edward's marriage; but I hope lie has gut a good wife, and I 
wUh them both well, and a happy joarney through life. Give my 
sots to all my uncles and aunts and consim, and ell inquiring friends. 
I think my young acquaintance bare forgottan dm : I never hear any 
thing about them in your letters. Tell them I think about them Ttay 
often. Giro my lore to Harriet Crouch, and aend me word whether 
•he ia married yet : tell ■her I want to know. Give my respects to 
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ruybeloved grandmother in Rye, with much af action. Brogil sends 
his love to her ; ha eaye he cm remember her mother. And father 
wishes to be remembered to her, as their beloved mother. Mother 
•ays the wishes she hed brought her with at ; the hu thought more 
•boat her sinee we have been in America, then evet she did in her 
life before. Hare not found inany trials in coming to America. 
Don't be discouraged now, because eome come bach. Don't do at 
Mr* Jiolfe did, ttep en ihore, and before yew know ami thing- about 
the place, go right tack again. Any respectable person may get a 
good living by industry. It ia a good place for young people ; they 
can get good wages for their wirt. Naomi gets 1 Bi. a month, and I 
get J*/. I was lothe toliare my Eofliah friends, but thank God we 
are all mnch better situated hi re. IttBas the bat thing that ever 
father did for hit family to take them to America. TeS aunt and 
uncle William they must not be diaeonraged about coming, out be 
swre and eome if -the parish- wilt tend them. We don't lire bat • 
Tory little way off from New York. It is a very pleasant sail op to 
Albany : there are many pretty places going ap the river too. Albany 
is about as largo aa Rye. There are many English people here ; Urn 
Fishers and Fullers, that coma from Ewhurst- James Gardiner baa 
lately got a child. fFtitu&a and John came down from Uiica in the 
stage-coach to our haute, and drank tea with lu, very well clothed, 
tatd plenty of money, and very well satisfied in America. They hare 
plenty of employment. Tuey did not leave any word in particular 
to aend to England. John said he wanted to write home, but did not 
liky_to get any one to write it : ho was going to tell me what to aend 
in my letter, bnt he went away in a hurry, and had not time. Wo 
irxpect them bask to see us thin winter. The people here art awry 
good about education, much sure so than they are in England. 
Mother and father wishes to be remembered to you, dear grandmother 
and grandfather, and to all other friends. I hope yon will not bo 
offended at my writing .to you so soon. We hope yon will write to 
us ss soon aa yon get this letter, and send word whether onole is 
-a costing or not. I wal lorry to hear_ the parith said th,y would net 
tend any mere. Father bsa had a very good summer's work a saw- 
ing. He it now at work in the mait-hoate for thit uiintor. We have 
got a very goodhonse tolive in.and well-famished; hitter than ws> 
lad in England. Please to excuse this writing, as I am a new ba- 
ginner. It is agioBt pleasure fame to write to you; fur the uitjtf. 
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pationof ever seeing you again is totally lelinquisheii from myarimf. 
I have netbing more mt present to say lo you in purticelsr. Adieu, 
-adieu. 

I. am, with particular respect, 

D«W Grandparents, 
You very affectionate pranddaughter, 
' Ma«y Jank Watson. 

To Absent Friend*:— ■■ 



, Yon note nilh botslap. in*, ' 

. $utl to your hurl thti gentle ttreun 

Shall .»», remember at. M.iav Juts Watsoh. 

Stephen and S»kjh Wajjom, Faotinmd, 
Mr. StrplimWatim,&t1IeUimb,ntir Battle, Shhix, 014 £*fi*id. 

No. II. 

a Albany, April II, ISM. 

Mr deah Ghawcmuthih, — We received jour letter on tie 10th of 
April, and was very glad to hear from you. We are all well in 

- health, and hope this will find yon enjoying the name Hewing, We 
received s letter from uncle John on the 7th of thin month, requesting 
da to write immediately to you to tell joo net to Write to. him. till 
ho writee to jen ; for be has gone from Aurora to Mississippi, end 
thinks of settling on the Mississippi river. He stated as follows in 
his letter: — , ■ ■ 

" Dear Brother, — We wish yon lo write to England immediately, 
mid let father and mother know that we received their letter, dated 
July, in the beginning of thia month : itmtut have laidelongwhile 

< in die post-office. - They wanted to know particularly about Morgan . 
Tell them we hare never heard no* aeen any thing of him since w'e 
parted in York State. Tell William we are astonished at him doubt- 
ing the troths of our letters : we can assore him the letters don't 

= get altered before they reach him. America is as good 'as we have 
Mated before ; and he would find it so if be had heart euoiigh to 
come. When he has, he can easily get "victual* to eat : we have no 
lack of good food. They may have a good opportunity of knowing 
■11 about us this next summer, as one of our neighbours is going to 
England on business : it is the same person we tented land of these 
last two years. She is a widow, and knows 1 all our affairs : yon may 
depend on her honesty ; she can tell you pietty much as if w* was. 
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there mhM, She does . net ecpeot la be, thsrs before M^« 
.August: "is wffl wrim -to-i father wiu she gets there ; and if he 
Will take the trouble to go to Yorkshire, ha will have good, isili 
tainment free of oipeuae, except coach lam. We should be uncom- 
monly glad if fatbar could apaie money enough to go." This end* 
the copy -of uncle John's letter. 

. Tall aunt Gardiner, John was down to Albany about two weeks ago 
fromUtico. He aaid J unies had been very sick, near two months, but 
was got better, and able to work, William ia down the canal to work, 
• sawing. John ia gone down again this spring : he cane op to Al- 
, btnj the beginning of January. James has got s good place, atlOO 
dollais a year, and his house-rent and lire-wood found him, and as 
rfuchcider U he Wants to drink, and he hi. doing very welL James 
has drinked vsry much since he has been in this country. John and 
William have been very sober and industrious, and a great help to 
James, both in sickness and vi health. Tell aunt ahe need not be in 
any: Doable about her sons, for they ate doing very well. Tell her 
she weuld not know John if ahe was to see him; far he is altered 
bom in speech, looks, and dress: he is very politt. Dorcas has got 
fire children, the oldest girl is living out, J will wring to James as 
soon aa I can, John left directions where to write to James, but we 
here lost it : they lire in Hen Id men village, this side of Utica, Mrs. 
Hannah wishes grandmother would go to Mr. Fuller's, and tell them 
she thinks it very strange she don't hear from them. She ha( not bad 
ti Utter for this two years. They ere very well, and doingwall. Give 
my love to Thomas end .grandmother, at Rye; and ask her if she 
will came ever here if I came aver for her. I WH very glad to heat 
that she was doing pretty #ell. If I cmdd only tet htr arm wuty, 
1 KtHld give all that I lume in ptiieitin. Father and mother sends 
their kind love to [grandmother, at Bye, and they wish they had 
brought her with them. Mother hopes you will look to grandmother, 
for she baa nobody to take care of bar. Mother and fattier send 
i their kind love to you and grandfather, and aunt and ancle Lawrence. : 
tell them we wish they was here. Our lore to annt and uncle Free- 
land; tell them, — will not promise them, — I think if I can get a 
chance with the captain I came over with, I shall some back to Bog- 
land to visit them all in a year or two. Mother and rather wished fo 
be remembered to all their sisters and brother, and to Mrs. Crouch 
and Mrs. Bryant. Give my love to Harriot Parka, and tell her I 
•bouid liia.tu m her and her son. Aunt Mary has sent a letter to 
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lMr%nlb«rAiBil,U)dliUtMandii»nuw«r. I teW tot in tue h-rt 
letter tSat Albany -»^-*Hrnts* targe a« Rye; bat they tell me it u 
■rtrwrisaesm targe, and Very pi s— Pt. Fattier says he hoi no rea- 
son lo complain of America til tile time he cm get as good living W 
lis geti now, for he is happier than arm 1« was in hia life. He has 
fceen sawing all winter with Mr. Foliar-; they Lure H much is they 
«*b40. 'Ho said-he never will leave Albany while he can do aa well 
as he does now. Father said you laid if hs came to America* ha 
•Mldnot get back again; BntwaconH eomabackvetywell. Father 
wishes tp be remembered to all inquiring friends, hut cannot mention 
•very one '■ none. I hare no more at present ; so remember me to 

Affectionate grund -daughter, 

Habt Jaws WanoN, 
Sir . Stephen Walton, StUttetrsV, neat BsUle, Suuex, Omit Britain. 

No. 12. 

^ttm-j, UttmbrrWIh^tll. 
Ml DbAB ORANriBDTHEK,— It IB a VBTf SnOWy unpleasant (iHV. 

I tool a walk up to motber, and retired to write to you a few lines, 
which is a pleasure to me. and eipect it win he pleasing to you. I 
was married on the 13th of November last, to a man in good circum- 
stancea; and lam very comfortably situated. We neglected writing, 
because we expected alerter from uncle John. We have received a 
letter from him ; as I will give you a copy on the remainder of this 
sheet. We are enjoying a very good state of health, and hope this 
will find yon enjoying the same blessing. Thomas, Naomi, and 
Eleanor, send their love to you, and would be very glad to see yon. 
Uncle John wants us to go up to Indiana, but mother is not willing : 
she has got acquaintance here : and says she will stay here. Father 
and mother send their love end lasting affection to you, and -would be 
very happy to see you ; but fear they will not this side of the -grave. 
Bat I hope yon may all be prepared for to meet in a better world. 
James Parks and his wife Harriot Grove arrived in Albany a little 
before I was married ; they saw me married. They lived with. 
mother a little while ; and now they are moved over the rirer, in a 
place called Greenbuah, about two miles from us, where they can 
have a good winter's work ; they have got things comfortable in their' 
house to use, and both seem contented. My dear Grandmother t 
Oh that i could set you wwe more. We often regret that we did net 
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bring 70a along with u : we did not know what we ehoold eomu.tix 
1 have not forgot your pad kindntu to me. I mutt conclude witk 
wishing you well, and ill our. kind Iotbi to you and inquiring friends. 
Farewell. Adieu. 

From your affectionate ' * ■ 

and ever grateful grandchild, 

Makv Stat CqPLSo-c 
To Grand toot', er at Bye :— ' 

Wlim la KMies of dlitul joy 
You row wilb fo«tite|it tttt. 
Soft to yonr lieert tiii [notlcitrtmn 
IhiU iij, nbmsbVh ■*. - JunCotura. r 

ToFootland, Stefhin and Elizsheth Watjioit. 

Mi Kstkemvip GbancpibiM!. — I will *eud you the particolius 
of uncle John's letter, hoping it will find you enjoying a good atate 
of health and peace of mind. He writes to father as follows i — > 

"Smutf !*#•**, DMri*nCtimtt,Ocf*tT\a,ltBT, 

" We gladly embrace this opportunity of informing you, that we 
are all well at present; and it ia our sincere prayers, that at the 
perusal of these few lines you and yours may be found enjoying 
the same blessing. Dear brother and sinter, remember in your last 
letter we was going to more down the river : we alto did move as 
low as the falls of Ohio, where we continued one year and six months.; 
in whieh time we, by our industry and good economy, earned 
two hwuiied and twenty doltan, betide maintaining out family . And 

■ not being satisfied with the country, about the fall*, we removed 
fram thence to Aurora laat August, where we formerly lived ; and 
have now purchased a tract of land, 75 acre; a comfortable timet- 

Hug-home, and a very good orchard of applet and peachei; where I 

■ expect to eettle." 1 must conclude : paper Spoil* me. I cannot give 

■ you so long a copy as should wish, but I have no more room to 
.Write. Father and mother send their love to you and all my uncles 
. and aunts. I conclude with my love to you. . I hope you will an- 
swer this letter immediately, and send us word tow you are. Give 
grandmother at Bye this letter if you please. 

J am jour affectionate 
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No. 13.' 

NtKTork,Dccimber»lli,iet7. 

Df«u FATHKit. — This comes with our kind love to you, hoping to 
find 70a ill in good health, as it leaves us in good health, except one 
of my thumbs and one finger, which is sr> bad that I cannot hold my 
pen ; it is with difficulty that I can write, but I shall make it plain 
enough for yon to understand it. I hart «y hand with a large piece 
of timber : this ii the Grit day I hare been unable to work with it ; 
but tomorrow is Sunday. I think I shall be able to work on Monday. 
/ am learning the carpentering trade- I hire- Hi. per day (N.B. 
yoo" reckon all onr New York shillings equal to an English 6(1). 
Journeymen's wages are about 12i, per day ; some that take their 
Work in lots earn 16f. per day. You would be surprised to see pro- 
visions so cheap ; we buy the belt of meat for id. per pound, which 
is not more than 2d. English money. The labouring people live by 
the belt of provisions ; there it no suck thing- dt apaar utdtutruntt 
man in Ntw Vori : we lire more on the beat of every thing here, 
beeausa we bare it an very' cheap. I must, now giro acne ac- 
count of our voyage. We had a long voyage, wind very much 
against ns ; and we were all sea-aick about one week. Junes and 
nia two children was rery dangerously ill, and onr Lois with the 
bowel complaint, Lois died : all the rest got pretty well before we 

' got here. Hester Lois died 98th September, and wis, buried the 
same everting: it was a very fine day, and a dead calm ; nothing 

"diss particular, but rather ahort of provisions till we got here on 
the 2nd November. One of Martha's children was ill before we got 
here, and both the others since ; but we are all better: they lira in 
Brooklyn, about half s mile from the city of Now York, across the 
water, in the stone place that John Eldridge and Oftma lire. Pinup 
is apprentice to a tin-worker in the city ; Henry is apprentice to a 
hatter, about 30 miles from New York ; Joseph is gone with .Tames 
to Albany; Josiah has got a place us hostler about seven miles from 
the city ; I Eve at t95~, Hudson Street; not more than fire or six 
rods from Mr. Selmes ; they are great friends to ssMW barrow 
anything that we wont to km of them. Mr. Selmea in getting a good 
living, keeping cowa and selling milk . He has been a friend to me; 
he Offered me money if I wanted ; he got me a house to live, a place 

-to work, and some to start. 1 hate took some- wages and paid him; 
audi shall get a very good living, and learn my trade. Mr. Neve is 
living about half a mile from us, and doing well. We have seen 
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Mi's. Milgato that was Mercy Clark ; she sends her love to 70a, and 
hopes you will Bee her father before you cope, if you think of cuming 
ie the spring. If you come you must bring plenty of floor to aea ; 
and not let Mr. Beet bay a parcel of salt beef three years old, M 
he did for us, and sea-biscuits not fit for hogs to eat. You will want 
beef that is juat salted, and a good ham of bacon. Do not buy any 
clothes 01 any thing else, but bring your money and boy things 
here. J am sure nopertan can gain a farthing in/ buying things in 
England and bringing them to America. I am sure you will be sur- 
prised to see such a quantity of every thing. Ymt would like tie 
t/ririt of iiisrty that the people of this country possets 1 here tire 
some of the belt tam in this country of amy country in the world; 
every man here think himself at much at the greatest man in the 
State of New York. Workman here are not afraid of their masters ; 
they all seem as equals. Mr. Selmes sends his best respects to you, 
and would be very, glad to see you. You most excusemy bad writ- 
ing, for I cannot mend my pea till my hand gets welL So no mora 
from your undutiful son and daughter, 

John and Hestetl Parks. ■ 
Tell Charles" to come if be possibly can in the spring, I cannot 
My how times are iu the country ; I have not been there. 

To Jttr. /suet Parks, Enkurtt, Bier Nor I AiBM.Smsri County, England. 

No. !4. 

1 cbwaamt,* j#«* iiih, wss 
Dun funlr-It ia with the greatest degree of pleasure that I 
take my pen in hand to tell that. we are all in good heath, in a fine 
country, where I hare plenty of work at my trade, and wall paUfa* 
doing it. The cause 1 did" not write to yen before was, I wanted 
to aee the ways of the country a little first; and II I wrote to Harriot, 
lather, I thought yon knew we were get here sate ; also I exported 
none of the mat had wrote to. ytm, I hare hid. two letters firosu 
them, bat theydid not sKywhsther they hid wrote to you, Stephen 
Fnmer, John, Joseph, Henry, Philip, I believe are all where 
they was whan I wrote before. Jeiieh hat l«fl his place at 
the tavern, and lives In New York; and worts at Umn- burning, 
and is doing pretty wett. I hare left Albany ; 1 lire across the 
Hirer Hudson from Albany at a plane celled Gtaenbush. Green- 
fcawh is a village about tike Bnrwuh town. Albany is • vety 
elegant city, stands ou a rising ground on the banks of the Hudson 

( * Tb«pupnlltlo»StBlHUM*u!ntia,7lJ4.' 
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Mm; is a, surprising place for trade, Thai* cowmen* the 
greatest canal I suppose that thlft world produces, which goes ahavp 
300 miles into the neitom oountry, and vraa all dog by band. Be- 
fore this wan dug, grout many linnets had to carry their corn and grain 
2 and 300 miles to msxket with waggon*; but now they can bring it 
into the caul, aod thou it goes to market far a triflu, by the cmuuV 
boats. The Button River ia nM Bssutifol j every little way then 
it little intends in it, noma 10, tome 30, some 40, 50 end 100 acres in 
an island ; all cultivated, and houses oo them '. there's sbont £0 
Meam-boaUi up and d ow n it, and three or four times as many sloops. 
We hare had the mjldest winter so far that wna ever known, though 
some very cold weedier. I believe America is the finest part of the 
world any man can get into : here's no complaining we can't get a 
Jiving: ; and it's a Tory foolish, notion in England that the Americans 
.don't lire so well ae the English. Tell Thomas Arann to come 
to America ; and tell him to ieeva his strap (what he wean when 
be has nothing to eat in England),, for same other /lalf-itm-vetl 
tlm/t. TeO Miriam there's no sending children to bed. without n 
aapper, or hatbands to work without dinners in their bags, in this 
country. See if yon can't, make Aroericanitei of the Wimblatota 
Company, Thank God I am not old ***, nor yet ••••'s slave : it 
is en erroneous notion of yon English, that if a man; cannot through 
amy mlsfurlune maintain bis family, that they may starve ; — it's an 
abaminaula lie. W* tout potr-ltavt and povr-lrtxtt i the tax in this 
town (for this country U divided into townships instead of parishes) 
snwnnss to about 30 or VI d*Uars per yar far tht wkule team, and 
thcrt't mere peypleiha* n ArikMntt* We have no gypsies, swing- 
kettles, pikioe, tramps, beggars, ice. ; they are not allowed to be 
'abonU In this country labourers da not go to work without knowing 
whet they are ti going to have before they begin work. Farmers by 
no means carry the sway in this country ; but the meanest. And 
easne by. all means : come out of that worse than Egyptian bondage ; . 
and knowing the aula, peraaaale Harriot's Mend and brother* to try 
to some. Cheek than of their It fid. per day forma, and teUtfcem 
bare is plenty e«" wood-cutting in this country. I cannst but par- 
meeds them and you ; tell Levi and wits to try to some with yon. 
Yost, ham bust orou* ssray u anon aa possible, aa the latter part of the 
■mmaHsT is sat ao wall to mm ; saw when jou, some, send ma a letter 
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aa soon u you Kr.ow yon are coming, add let up know what (he 
name of the Bhip is, and when it will sail, and whet the Captain's 
name is if you osn ; and then perhaps I ■hall come to New York to 
Beet you. Direct to me, James Parks, to' be left at Heppingstell 
and Scot, Little State Street, Albany; as I do not know how; longl 
aliall be is Greenbuah , and they will help it to me. If yon' come, 
what money job hare bring in goH, tod not go to baying of dollar* 
in England, aa yon can hare a premium on gold here. I stall now 
tall you a tittle of rat money. The only copper money we have is 
cent*, about the aiia of a halfpenny. Our silver is sixpences, shil- 
ling!, Pistoreena, that is 1«. 6d. each ; quarter-dollars, half-dollars, 
and dollars; 100 cents ia one dollar 1 £ 1. of English in New York 

' will bay 4 dollars 75 centa. I get tl dollara a month, but most 
other trade* get more; and 1 mean to hare more when my time i* 
up, at the let of Hay. Carpenter* get about 10 or IS shillings a 
day ; bricklayer! about the same aa brickmakers. Tell Edward, 
Fisher gets very high wages : Some will get 40 "dollars par 'month, 
and board. Day-labourers get about one dollar per day ; and in 
busy time in summer get thtir board into it. When you oome', 
Harriot vanity oh tt bring ker 6 vr 8 yards of lace, and 3 or 4 yarA 
ofnet,forcapt; pretty good if you ran. Be sure and don't tat that 
infernal rogue lay in your pnrriaiona, nor any body else ; bat eee it 
all put op yourself. Don't bring a great deal of beef; and what yen 

. do, get acaak.andsaU it down yourself ; for wi bad beef two yean 
old, not fit for a dog; oar tea was not half tea; our oatmeal. waa 
half ground pease ; our split pease, gray pesse ; our biaooita was the 
worst that could be got. Be sore to bring plenty of floor, acute 
dried ham, and other boobn, plenty of potatoes, plenty of butter, 
■agar, tea, ooJfee, oatmeal, patent groats, rice; salt, pepper, vinegar, 
a few bottle* of -port wine to make sap if yon are ill. Take ear* 
your biscuits are good I be sore to bring plenty of sour and rice; 

■ don't be afraid of bringing too much, not few. But you can sell what 
you don't want, but don't aell too soon. Groat many in our tosmI 
would giro tore* linns the value of a thing before they got over. 
Take ginger with you for your sap; plenty of rush candles : we had not 
near enough, Jiru/A U fatite well ; kt kai sofa? hit nailed kaif-botXi 
1* bejmtin the Muieum ta Albany, Harriot and children Br* quite 
well : .remember us to all that inquire after u* ; and tell the otxajtt 
that we expect we are more missed than wanted. We measure that 
' by our own yards, I know that I come away a little in debt, bat if I 
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h*4 stopped it WoajU Jure been worn ; I kopeIihallset*lenu.hefor* 
a great tun* with them, which U my intention. I want 700 to bring 
1MB dosen of collar needles, most of them small ones. I bare baud 
from uncle York but week. He is in Upper Canada, hia a good firm 
of 100 acre*, Urea within 88 miles of a good market, and is doing 
well. 1 ^iUianiYoikiain j)Jbanj. SleanorMnda her love to you; she 
ia married ; baa one little girl. Since I btgim tkit latter I have taien 
a ihopitt Albany, but be not gone batik to live yet,, hut g»over the 

II udaon River, night and morning, in a little boat. J-tCfk Jm few 
let me have 800 dollar 1 to setup Kith. He U a Yorkshire bid, and 
a Methodist, and brother to Eleanor York's hoabend. He says ho 
long* to aee i the old fellow fiom England : be ia pretty sob, and 
getting money very feat. He says he ia sure tbero ia no business in 
this country a man can't save money at. 1 think it agrees with 
Harriot, for she ia aa fat aa a pig. Tell Wimble tot folks once more 
to try to coma : we are very amioua to hose from you. Harriot 
sends her love to her father, mother, Bisters, and brothers. I fear 
fhej not got much loie for me since I have took Harriot away ; but 

III send them a plenty of mine since they let Lei come. Tell Thomas 
Avium to try to come, again and again. America for ever for mi. 

So no more from 

Your son and daughter, 
, J*urs and Hianior Fanas. 

, Z direct to be left at the ■.+ rorfoaryou should be moted, 
Mr. Jtmn Psr*t, to hi lift at Mr. BmjtaniH Sosli'j, Wktdurifhl, Staple 
: 0-«r,*n Ma Pmriik nf Emkar It, nitr Nartkt**, «n Ike Cnunty t/Susnx, OU 
titaUnd^Qrrat Bhuix. 

No. 16, 

Qnmtoum, Jfaassllsr 19f *, MM, 
, Db*k FiTMB, and MOthE*. — Its with pletaure that I take my 
pea in. hand to send a few lines ; but it would be mot* a pleasure 
to see you here : but let's hope you will get here in time, Scuwant 
to know what we are all about ; 1 tell you aa well aa lean. Staplsen 
ia about 200. miles west of Albany. .They wrote to me mm time 
•go ; they was all well and hearty then, and thought they should do 
pretty well them. Boss* thought of getting them a cow. - I 

« BSMct or.emplojsr, ,takeB&ma the Dutch la , 



"Google 



tf) EMIGB.ATIOH, [LETTER; 

aire where I did, in Graenbuab. village, opposite side of tsertiver 
Hudson from Albany. My trade has bean very dull this summer, 
bat's some bettor now. I pot me a food Oow ; fare thirteen do&ara 
ftr ber. I hiked a good link boa; last week ; hare two mom fatting. 
Charles Crouch Urea with us ; he has got a real little bantam nock 
and hen; be gave fbnr thilliitgi lor them. John, I believe, hVes 
■boot feut miles from York ; at work at farming-work : was well tie 
hat I beard of him. Josiah lives about 20 miles west of Albany, 
learning to bo a blacksmith ; gets eight dollar* per month, and 
board : he was at my house about four weeks ago ; was quite well. 
Joseph is where he was in Albany : he says mother was >o afraid he 
would not make ontreryweS in America without her; end-sow 
he is afraid you wont do Tory weB there without Mm. I guess 711a 
snmld sesree know him. He is grown this year, and <fr™» Kit a 
gentleman ; looks better than ever yon see him : and T believe he is 
giving hie heart to the Lord, and striving to please him. He has 
joined the Methodist Society in Albany, and -is ' a teacher in their 
Sunday -school. Henry is in Long Island, opposite York, learning 
M be n hatter ; was well the last I beard of him. Philip, I don't 
know whether he is in York with his old Boat or not ; for he has 
bad aome notion of going to live where Henry does, to learn that 
trade ; it is not so bad to get places for boys here as in England . 
Daniel and Stephen could earn their own living if yon had them 
here. I give yea my thoughts of England and America in the fol- 
lowing lines of my own make -. — Stay in England who will ; III 
never return till your tyrant* are kind, or moat greatly reformed ; 
but to such as would live independent of man, the advice I weadd 
give is, come haie if you can. Advice I have just. said,, not per- 
suasion at all, lost the place yen should hate, and the blame on poor 
Jemmy should fall, — Try all yon can possibly to get here in the 
spring. Try to get away as soon ss possible, as to get hens before 
the hot weather if you can ; and by no doing you will avoid danger 
by ice, which begins to get loose from the north, and float about tha 
fret of Msy. If you come, el of yea take physic before you start: 
and when you go to sea, mind and take ears of youraervea at first ; 
for I almost lost my life through neglect at first. If you find your 
iuaidea bound up, take gentle physio directly ; if on the opposite, 
then take a tittle sosnet inn g for that immedtetety. Mind your pro- 
vision is good for jeur passage ; for ours wan not ft to beard a dog 
over. I hare a nope that I will sua yon again in itis world ; if I 
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arioulo' not, if wire found feilhfiil in Christ, we are assured ftat we 
will aseet is ft better coonOy than America. So no more at prevent 

Jinn and Haunter Paub. 

Bring. Harriot sobm hwefar oape. , 

No. 16. 

Brooklyn t. Jansarj 14*, U96. 
Dear Finns ami Momnn,— I now take the pen to say ft little of 
what haa paMed since we left England. We had a long nonage ; wo 
lad fcead winds nearly ell the way, and aomBtimsa rough weather ; 
in consequence of which we were oat of each provisions u we could 
eat, being sick t and our pork and beef and biscuits were a disgrace 

to Mr. ; and ws ohoae to eat potatoe* alone, and lesv'e the 

black-looking beef alone. Little Stephen caught a great cold, and 
waa so ill, that whan we arrived we were obliged to remain, for ha 
could not be dreued ; and Mr. Offing was so kind aa to take us in 
till we got a place to live in. Bat I should have said we arrived on 
the 3nd of November : we hired a room, and my husband bought • 
saw, and went sawing wood and doing any thing, and we thought 
we should get through the winter pretty well; bat when we had been 
here about three weeks, husband was taken ill; we were not awai* 
that it Was any mini; but a cold ; it proved U he the typhus fever, 
and it is now six freak* tinea be was taken, hot bo it now mending 
very feat. We have had no pariah to apply to for relief; hut you 
would be astonished at the friends we have found, or rather, thathavo 
found us: for people that were quite strangers have called to know 
if * rick gxgliriunan tivedkere; and one kind gentleman sent for a 
doctor, tod another good old methodiat gave me leave, to go to tkt 
grocer 'i for asuy thing in his name, and others wen equally kind; 
in abort, I should never thought to find suoh friends among stringers; 
they seen to feel a greet pleasure in doing us good; end we hare to 
thank them, end to praise the Lord for all big mercies. I am as well 
aa usual, and the children are growing fat. You may hare heard 
that James and Joseph went directly to Albany ; and James works at 
but trade, Joseph has'feot a good place at a currier'.*. John i* at 
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work u carpenter, for the winter; his Bou gives Mb St. a day, out 
money, which is a little mora than 31. &f . En glish money. Joaiah is 
at Now York at work, as lime-burner. Henry ii SO milea op the 
country as apprentice to a hatter : he Bent na word he likea it. Phi- 
lip is in New York, at one Mr. Hogbin's, formerly an apprentice- to 
Mr. Burgess. Battle, he is not bound, ha lias only agreed for the 
winter ; he has a good place in one sense, bat his master thinks like 
Mr. Offina; but he says he has no objection to Philip doing and 
thinking like his father. Philip likea bis place, and he earns a little 
for himself, and that gives him encouragement ; he was here to-day , 
for I"wesh and mend for him. Uncle David is at New York ; I don't 
know what he is doing ; bnt Sam has plenty of work ; snd the ends 
nave all been at service, that they might be no burthen to them ; 
bnt Harriot is come home again. Mrs. Haytar, formerly H. Neve, 
has been to see us; and she says that Anne might get a very good 
place here. They tell us that winter is a dead time in America ; 
but we have found it as well and better than we expected. We can 
get good flour for lid. English money J good beef for Id. Or 3d. do., 
and mutton the same price ; pork about 4d. ; sugar, very good, Sd. ; 
butter and cheese is not much cheaper than in England ; clothing is 
rather dear, especially woollen ; worsted stockings are dear, and you 
can't get good balls of worsted here. We have beard that Captain 
Griiwett, thst takes this letter, is a very good captain ; and about 
the beginning of March expects to set sail from London ; and we 
thoughtif yon could suit to come it would be well. We don't wish 
yon to come with such a company as we did : — from the captain to 
the lowest sailor they were abominable wicked ; and there was no 
order, bnt swearing, cursing, and drinking, &c. When yon come, 

don't let Mr. lay in provisions ; but be sure have plenty 

of (lour, oatmeal, rice, and sugar ; and, if you can, it would be well 
to have some home-made bacon ; and see your biscuits and have 
them good. Please to bring' me a pair of new gigs, for they wear 
such things here. We have not been able to meet society as yet; 
and, through affliction, we are almost deprived of any outward 
means ; but we trust our faces are Zion ward ; and we beg an interest 
in prayers. And we must conclude. 

SrsraxN and Martha Tuhnih. 
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No. 17. 

New Hartford +, Jmb 30th, MM. 
Deir^athsr ind MorniB, — I now take the opportunity of 
writing to 70a since out long journey. Bat am very sorry to tell 
7011 that we hid the misfortune to lose both our little hoys ; Edward 
died 99th April, and William 5th May; t)ie younger died with bowel 
complaint, the other with rash-fever and aore throat. We were very 
mnch hurt to have them buried in a watery grave : We mourned their 
loss; night and day they were not out of our minds. We had a mi- 
nister on hoard, who prayed with us twice a day : be was a great 
comfort to ns, on the account of losing our poor little children. Ha 
aaid. The Lord gave, and taketh awsy; and blessed be the name of 
the Lord. We should male ourselves contented if we had our poor 
Utile children here with ns : we kept our children 24 hoars. There* 
were 6 children and one woman died in the vessel. Master Bran 
lost his wife. Mrs. Coshman, from Bodiem, lost her 2 only chil- 
dren. My sister Mary and her 1 children are living at Olbourn, 
about 80 miles from us. Little Caroline and father is living with us; 
and onr 3 brothers are living within a mile of us. Brother James 
was very ill coming over, with the same complaint that William had. 
We Were very sick for 3 weeks, coming over : John was very hearty, 
and so was father. We were afraid we should lose Utile Caroline ; 
but the children and we are hearty at this time. Sarah and Carolina 
are often apeaking of going to see their grandmother. Mary's children 
were all well, except little John, he was had with a great cold. * We 
have no more to say at present concerning our family, i have got a 
house and employ, 1 have it. s day and my board ; and in harvest 
and haying I am to have Gj. or Tt, a day and my board. We get 
wheat for 7t. per bushel, of our monoy; that is about Si. 7d. of your 
money ; meat is about .Id. per pound ; batter from Sd. to fid. ; sugar 
about the same as in England; shoes and clothes about the atune as it 
is with you; tea is from St. Go*, to 3s. €d. of your money; tobacco in 
about 9d. per pound, of your money ; 'good whiskey about It. Id. per 
gallon ; that is tt. of onr money. I went and got a gallon the day I 
wrote this letter: brandy and rum is very cheap and good. If you 
feel disposed to come, I should like you to it. We eend our kind 
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tore to our brothers and sisters ; *nd if they are disposed to come, I 
. should like them to it, for here jf plenty to set an d drink, and plenty 
of wort. Wt ttork tang days frar» sunrise (o nonet: aperm* mutt 
not thitdt ef coming here to get a living without working: and tkty 
despise drunkard*: but if a perstnketpt Xcady, he it respected rnHfh 
■mvretlLtminXngicnd; ht it admitted at tie (mil* with the farmer, 
I have not heard any peraon find fault or grumalo ; bat thsy aujpav 
to be satisfied wu* what we do ; we generally work by the day. If 
you think of coming-, or any of bt brothen, I shell be glad for yon to 
■end me word aa soon an yon can. I desire to be remembered to toy 
nude and aunt Steed, ana nude and aunt Venesa. I wish yog *» 
Mod or bring the direction of my brother William, end send wosd if 
yon bare heard from him. father scads Ma lore to hie brothers, 
Boiell and John Walard, and hu> brothers Samuel and James Darin, 
and to bia sister Mary Versus. I wish to be remembered to all in- 
tjoiring friends ; and if any wish to nee this Utter, let Ihesn do sje> 
We don't know where any family ia except John Crouch ; he it with 
hie brother, about 90 miles from us. Ws are at a place called New 
Hartford, about 370 mile* from New York. We join in love to yon 
ail. - And Ijelieve ua to ha 

you affectionate ion and daughter, 

Joan and Habbiot .Vaxiaa. 

Tt Mr. Jok* Ffluu, MeuntfiM, near BitlU, ffuwx, England. 

F. S. John Davis desires to be remembered to Mr. John Smith, at 
Vhatlington : tell him he saw his brother and sister Bumstead, -and 
they were very well. If Jane and Anne and John like to come there 
is plenty of plices for mem. - 

No. 18. 



Dear Tathee and Motheb,— I once more take the pleasure of 
Writing to you, hoping this will find you all in good health, as this 
leaves all of ua at this time : was sorry to hear of mother being ao 
unwell. Yon said it was a great pleasure in receiving a letter from 
ua; and be assured it was aa great one, receiving one from you. 
The death of my brother was affecting to us ; but was glad his master 
had the kindness to inform you. Mary his been here, and I told 
her : she is living about 4 miles from us ; is well, and so are tha 
children, Mary was much surprised when we told her, as yon know 
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death hna an affectiontito feeling over us all ; but we must all pay the 
debt sooner or later. You mat to know all particular! about- our 
passage over To America. We waa From the 14th April we sot sail 
from London, sad on die 17th May we landed in New York ; as to 
the asnge we had waa good, and We have no complaint whatever to 
mate, as we had plenty to eat and drink. As to the nfiHction of 
losing oor dear children, you will be better able to judge than we can 
describe ; tat, alaa ! death separated us -on the billions ocean, which 
you, dear friends, moat know woeld be great affliction to us all. My 
wife feels much better than might be expected, through such a, scene j 
Of trouble es she hashed. , Sarah and Caroline talk much about their 
grandmother and grandfather. We hare all plenty of employ, and 
wagtfi greed, according to the price of other things. I get shout St., 
yonf money, a day and my hoard. I will give you the price of pro- 
dnce in America. Wheat it worth 9s., your money, and this is a great 
price for this country; it it in general about is. Gd., yonr money ; 
Indian corn is 9s. 6d., your money, per huahel ; rice is is. Gd . a 
bushel : pork is 3d. per pound ; beef is Zjrf. per pound ; mutton the 
same, — yon will think this very low : butter is 6d. to 7d. a pound ; 
tea from 3t. to it., your money ; sugar 6J. to 6rf. a pound. I think I 
' can make a comfortable living for my family and self if I have good 
health. I think of going ok a/arm nest April, on shares ; tie msa 
finds the land, cent, and fire-wood, and I shall do all the labour, and 
have half what 1 raise : this is away you know nothing about; but it 
is one Much practised in America. Ydu want to know if I like 
America' better than England: Imnstsayl do; for I f think I can 
make a better living a good deal. And when I goto work for a man 
I sit at the table with the / 'amity: and Jack is at good as kit matter. 
I should be (lad to see fether and mother in America; and such as I 
Lave yon would be hearty welcome to : but I shall advise von not 
to tome before Hay, if you should come. 

so no more from your son and daughter, 

John andllinatoi YlKISS. 



- I*a*M Id five oar lore to ancles and mots, and all inquiring 
friends. Father Davis is living with ae, and gets plenty of employ,, 
■adbajhadprettygoodhealth; but be bad thenusfortsnt tooatltis 
leg, Which wat sore a long time. 
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No. 19. ■ 

Dear Sons and Daughter, — Mj kind love to you ill, likewise 

John's, and Jaaes's, and Henry's. You will want to know how wo 
are getting along. 1 am living with John Veneia, and work out. 
John, my eon, has a molt excellent place, and. gets about lis. or 12*., 
your money, pel week ; likes his place. Junes is hired Ont till tie, 
first of April; works on •farm; he has II. pel month, your money, 
and be is well liked. And Henry has a good place, and he says he 
never wants to come back to England. Henry gets hia living and 
clothes, and three months' schooling, till the first of April; and then 
he will have a new bargain to make. Harriot and her husband give 
their kind love to you all, We should feel glad to see yon all in 
America, as there is a good living to he got, easier than in England, 
should we have our healths; and, without health, over in England or 
America., we should be poorly off; bo we trust in Providence. I 
want to know what you all are doing, and where you are living: 
pleaae to send me word as soon aa possible. Give my kind love to 
my brother and sister, and all inquiring friends. 

I remain, your affectionate father, 

_ William Davis. 

1 think if Thomas Veuess was in America, he would do much bet. 
ter than he can iu Ecgland ; as a man can get places for bis children, 
and get wagea too ; so s man with a Urge family has • good chance, 
Mary Veness to all her friends desires her love, and respects, 

Mr. Jokn Vtnta, *Mfrl*aj-i*>*i Mmmtfittd, Sunn, England- 

No. 40. 

Chnton,t December (Myites. 
Dsab Friends, — I suppose by this time you are quite anxious to 
hear from me and my children. We are all in good health. 1 
very sorry tliatlcouldnotwritetoyou before; but many ctrenmstsn 
have prevented. When I landed in New York, I met a gentleman, 
who took me and Harriot end John to Auburn, about 300 mile) 
from Hew York ; J lived in his family nearly six months. I was then 
100 milea from my brother-in-law and Caroline. I left Auburn he' 

*0ntoHitfwnIuw 1 sbnnire*s»ikifroi».WjwYork. Population. fi,6U». , 



-.Google 



ni.] pahtsto oa to. 77 

cause I *u so for from my friends, ■ad felt unhappy. I kit John' 
in Auburn, in • very goud place. He has been to eee me to-day, 
and hii he likes bis place very much, and wishes to return. After 
I left Auburn, I lived about four miles from my brothur- in-law, in a 
pleasant place, and hare for bit wages one dollar a Week. I wish. 
two or three of jour girls and my sister were here. ■ I hope you will 
not make yourselves unMppy aHont me, fer I h»ve bad Tary good 
look since"! have been in this country. Brother Thomas parted from 
arte at Albany, and has never written to me. I inquired about him of 
Mr. Croicb: he Said that he waa in service and doing very well. I sup. 
poM he fa between f and 100 milei from me. In April I expect to 
nurse Harriot, and to live with' them, as brother intends ■going on a 
form, and wishefme to live with thorn. I sometimes think hoto far 
I am ttparatti front yet, and Mil mains me feel tmhappy; but I 
know I am better off here than I'bhould be there. Remember me to 
my sister Fhlla, and George : tell them I hope to aee them in Ame- 
rica ; it would be moth more pleaaant for me wert they here. The 
worst is, the voyage over the ocean. I and my three children en- 
joyed good health coming over, excepting' the sea -sickness, which 
listed a fortnight ;' it did not hurt the children at all hardly. Harriot 
is now living with sister Harriot ; I beard from them to-day ; they 
were all well. I would not return to England In live, though I should 
Uke to let yew. Mr. Davis is tiring with brother ; he called here last 
Sabbath : his boys have all good places, and are doing well. . I hope' 
when yon receive this letter you will send to my dear mother. 'I 
often feel very unhappy in thinking that 1 never shall see her ; yet I 
hope it will please God to spare our lives, to aee each other once 
more in this woijd. I hope, my dear mother, you will not make your- ■ 
■elf unhappy about me, for I am doing well ; and though I wish very 
much to aee you again, yet I do not wish to return to stay. How is 
jour's and father's health, and my little brother's? Remenibermo 
to him and to father. How is sister's boy 1 . Does he ever think of 
bis friends in America 1 I suppose yon would like to know some- 
thing about this country : it is very pleasant ; provisions are cheaper 
than in England ; beef and mutton are much cheaper. What ws 
heard about the country is pretty much true. A man can get 6i. n, 
day for work and hi* board' : there ia work a plenty for those that wish. 
Since I have been here, I have heard the very unpleasant news of the ■ 
death of my husband. ■ t felt very much grieved when I heard this t 
but I know I should not feet very unhappy ; for bad be, lived, it WU 
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gaita n mea ttasri) if I ahoold rrr in Tf~ lipii. iri nrr in fn iiigi 
ntad. «ad hit tfasuMI ih mob. After you bare read tin ycaa) 
may send it t* mother Venae!. I aend much bra tuber, ami M>*m 
•ism My little boy, John, felt rery bad (hat TO* did ■WfBWrtiwt 
tiro in tha latter you sent to me. How i» William 1 Don -lie art, 
e*en think, of bis absent motheri sud sowetuoea wiah: u: rrf — '"~i 
hrl I w« ie hopes to Lear that ray mothai waa bette*, aad th»* 
•be, was veil. I hope she will get able to come to Auajioa, with 
fcther and Winiam.itt the spring. TeU William, John, i* a goad hoy, 
•ad i* liked in the placee where ha baa lired. -taaerieaiaan'iiepiaosi 
for ■sad bojBi if they wish to get good placM thayauat ba-gaadV 
•bemad res. I wi»h to know bow much tba gentl e man is. ilia pariah 
give you for the support of William. If yea should conclude to 
come to America in the spring, yon will sand me won! ; and I will da 
what loan to help William, after yon get in. I*ew York, up in, thai 
Gauntry. 1 make myself hafpy about him, beam 
oli'ilhut I should lite ttj Ma him Bad you all very much. 
me to all our neighbours, to Martha Mephum. I want my swell to> 
write to her. Remember me alio to Sarah, William, Rkhnrd, sad; 
Thcrow IJaris. When 7011 roeeive thia, I wantyou to writa toaaej 
for I long to hear from yon all r the least thing will, interna me. I 
wish some of my neighbours wtmld write. Newafrom absent Gdeadn, 
is very 'desirable, laid not find the. land tad country vary dihvwsa*, 
. fiom England, Do write vary aoaa torn*. With »ra^ love to >*■»% 
eloaa. 

Your afieetioaaM daughter and slat**, 

Mim Vunatk 
Mr. BatkUk Sams', Vmr/ltM, •'"•? Noiw abridge, Jant, Aqfnri. 

' No. 21. 

Flnft™,* SUtc of Iftw York, Juljotb, 1820. ' 

Bun Pirents, — I now ait me down to write to you, to let you 

know that we are all safe arrived to America, and ere all mneh better 

then we bar* been : thank a merciful God for it. I often look back 

on tie aoeues that we bare pawed through. While we were peeving,, 

etmalamMwm' »n miles firms m» Ytrt, on ttt banks »r *• Hudson. 
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♦fet «*b Water rmr rofieringfe W*rs great ; but thM Gtd tliat ii lining 
to IK them that truat in him, Iiu brought m through. I will not 
gifc aj u your haarts with' all our mfFrringi, for my paper will not hold 
H. titilfe Mary was very ill with the fever that u> shauy died with, 
*-7 children and one woman ; to hear their cries pad moan*, it was 
r*cy bad, I war eo ill myself that I was forced to crawl out of air 
bed, and lay on the Boor while John made the bed. If 7011 know of 
amy oontiog hers, tell them n*>rr to come where the vemel is 10 Ml ( 
for we.waa shutdown in darkness for a fortnight, till lo many died; 
tbeu'tbe batab. was opened. I will not grieve your poor heart! with. 
rnera abent what we poor creatures suffered. I cannot tell ton what 
clay of the month we landed into Now York, bnt we was about 5S 
tray* coming over, which was a good passage called. We landed on 
Saturday. OB Sunday we found the dhepol, and went twiea,— a large 
gfclpe), and very fell. After preaching the people came round to 
know what part ■ we Was from, and gaVo John a paper to carry to ar 
ayaKfleaaan, wh» gave eu !• dallmrr, and a letter to carry to an English. 
a^ttlemm in Hudson, for work ; and he set them on, and there they 
work still. John get* 7*. a day. Jamesgets7*. Riebafd and Doniet 
work at the factory, and get 8#. each a day. Thomas if gone to 
live with that gentleman that we took the letter to, — a very good 
plaos; beis class-leader of to* ehurt* of the city of Hudson, and 
getelOr, a week and board. Harriot lireS in the city of Hudson, 
With an old gentleman aud lady of the same chniOh, — a very good 
place. We lived in the same city 4 weeks, but they bad 5 miles to 
go to their work, and could not come home but once a week, so wo 
are moved to their work. Wo lire close by a Urge river, so I can , 
look ont of nty sash-window right into the river. A very fruitful 
place ; for apples, cherries, raspberries, grapes, plums, growing any 
where, any one mny get them without money, what they please. 
Dear mother, I fear yon will be troubled to read that aide, it is put w> 
t&ick ; for my paper is not half big enough to say all that I want to 
soy : but this 1 cab say, that we want for nothing ; bless God for it ; 
ftr we can btrya leg of motton every day, and green pease or French 
beam brought to the door, and we bare got iff 31 gallons of elder for 
14.*. I wish yonwssaU here to help drink it. Tell mydear sit- 
ter if she was here she might earn 81, or 10s. a day! *' QT tbey chartfo 
so much for wort. I was forced to give lit. for a cambric bonnet for 
Harriot. And now I most tell yon a little what friends we metwitli 
when we landed into Hudson ; ntch friends at at never 'found tat 
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England; but it uras ehu/lg from that people that love and fair 
God, We had to much meat brought ui that at oottid net eat while 
it was good; a whole quarter of a calf at once; 10 ure had 2Jrr,3 
auartert in a little time, and 7 itone of beef. One aid gentleman 
come and brought ut a waggon load of wood, and 8 chucks of 
bacon. Some tent flour, tome bread, tome cheese, tome soap, tome caa- 
dlet, tome chain, tome bedstead*. One class leader tent ut St. worth 
af tin ware, anil tnany other things: so we can truly say godiincu it 
profitable unto alt things. We lie, in a land of plenty, and, above 
all, wham we can heir the sound of the Gospel. The gentleman tha$ 
we woik for has preaching in his own parlours, till he can build ja 
cbapelj it is begun not a quarter of a mile from wherewe livei — and 
may poor sinners be brought to Christ; lor hare is many that. SS* 
•drinking in of sin, like the oz the water. And now, my dear sister, 
I niuit say something to thee. I hope then few linaa will find yq« 
adl well aa we are at present: thank God for it. William told, us tp 
lie sure to let him know how it was here ; and if wa lined the plaoe be 
would come: bo yon must let him know all about it; and if he like* to 
come, no few but what he will do well: but I Loow you .csnnyt lej 
him come without yon- I want yen all heie, if you could go through. 
the hardaMpo of coming over. When you get here you man * «wHt 
J only with I had come before. Give my love to Etizaieth, mntl tell 
>er if the wants flne clothes she is to come here; it would be the mat- 
ing of her. Deal Bister, I should be glad if you would be so kiad:te 
write (0 John's brother, Thomas Thorpe, at the Priory, Hastings, anil' 
let him know the concerns of thia letter. The Bowers ere much. hero 
as rout*: provision is not very cheap ; floor is Is. ~d. h gallon, of thia 
money, about 10d. of yours; butter is If., your money 6d. ; meat 
from 3d. to (id., yours Id. to 3d.; sugar lOrf. to If., yours $d. and 
Sd, Tell father I wish I could send him 9 or 10 pounds of tobacco ; 
for it is Is. a pound : I chaws rarely. Dear sister, 1 hope jou will 
write £s us as soon as possible : please to db eat to Mrs. John Thorpe), 
Hudson Printing Factory, County of Columbia, in the State of New 
York, in America. Please to copy tl. is letter out before you show it 
to any one, it is wrote so bad. -Give my love to all inquiring friends. 
Send me all the news you can ; so no more at present from your shun*. 
son and daughter, 

J. and E. Tnonrfi. 

The spirits of brandy is Si. 6d. a gallon; end mm is cheaper. The 

weather is very hot here, and a treat deal of thunder, very shorn. 
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Prsyibr 01, end we will do tfae seme for yon; no now, dear friend*, 
fannll till I ms yon. ' We landed into New York the 19th May, 



No. 22.' ■ _ •'*' 

Jnlj 7th, 1SJ9. 
Desit Fathek and Motheh, — I write these few line! to yoo, 
hoping this may find yon in a pood state of health, as it leave* mall 
at present. I hope yon will not be uneasy about me ; for I am better 
off here than I was in England : for I hare a good house and garden, 
90 rods of ground, and some f ,-uit trees, for Id dollar! per year. I 
lire in a good neighbourhood aa any one wishes to live in. The beat 
Of this country -psople, they are so friendly with one another ; for 
they think of a poor man in this country, diet keeps himself honest 
and sober, much more than they do in England i so I hope yon will 
not be uneasy about me, tor 1 hare not Buffered for any thing yet. 
I hero neighbonrt here like father and mother to v. Now I 
■hall give yon an account of my passage. I left Iirerpool on the 
fOth of April, and landed at New York the tOth of May. There J 
took S boat and rowed to Albany, -for II. it. in our money ; then I 
went beyond there : I might hare gone by water, i am not 180 
miles from New York, and about 4000 miles from you. We 
had as good a ship, captain, and sailors, a* any one wishes to come 
with; we had only IS hours rough sea. New you may think, ai I, 
did, that it could not be unpeople wrote word, that every thing wot 
cheap, and Inbtner wot high, I- will tell you the price of goods ; 
wheat Si. per bushel | all o&ir grain 4*. per bushel; beef and mutton 
S or 3 cents per pound ; real 3 cents ; pork & cents ;■ angar 10 to IS 
cents ; tea 75 cents per pound ; spirits St. 6d. per gallon. If a fanner 
has 100 acres of land, he has to pay only from 10 to It dollars a 
year tax ; and that is all he haa to pay : that is t he reason they pay 
wwU/or labour. Now this is a good country to come Into. If 
Biaaard and Thomas was to come into this country, it would be the 
reeking of them; they might get from 3 to 10 dollar* a month, wash- 
ing and mending. One that takes his work, has from 4>. to As. and 
St. ; if a man can do all sorts of work you have this pay, and your 
grubfound in tho house : work here is different from whet it ia where 
yo« sje ; we work froHi sunrise to auneet, 1 hare * shops a mile end 
2 5 



Google 



a* VMiSBLtTIOM. [LET*** 

aWf 'too* ne ) 3 mooting* ■ mil* effj <m Chwow of. ftigl w ft «l 

a TWer-ndA, oaato from my faooae. StogM {Mi ngg i tony WW 
from Liverpool to New Yoik for 41. 10i., — 30*. far grarMHBk A. 
dollar in your country is 4i.6d., but. here itiaSn, J kwftt « pip 
/or 5i. t» tAii money. I con buy »s inach for mi of them sbiOingl, 
us you can for one of yours. 1 live naar Crouch ; I have not Bam 
him. I will thank you to write back aa anon aa you Ban. Oat 
Ptwaba and John are quite well. John bowls about die house, and 
anyS'Moon. inoam. I anil Slaty gi»» car boot lor* 01 f*» til. 
Atnam, , John Us aa Situ 

JJlreet to near Milton Town.t Starts of Na» York. 
5* Mn Jtmtt FaUtr, X*tertibriJfe,-$*tia, an alnat 



owwjsteior lai third tnan afitnt I ?,tft CM 
&>tdand. IwrotealeU^r, tinted October 80ii and finding, thas it . 
woqld h»»o i- week* to lay, 1 was afraid yon would not hwa-ic: and 
aa I tojd you 1 would write the troth, if I was fiaoad to hag; my traadi 
fronvdw>rtodo»,.ift I now proceed. Dear children, I wiiU to*t 
yam) know that we are all in good health, adapting yoaanwthen; aani 
ahn it now j oat pot to bad. of enathea coo, and alio U.M woUewenn, 
nnosjieetod. Andnow aaitrenaaoto. what 1 haae.got ini AjnajaM ■ 
1 hare got i!£&»eaaa,of land, about half improrad, andtha roajia tfaav 
Btnta-of natuie.aod S. cows of mj P«ra ^ but if I had Dot nod a good: 
friend, in England,! could not ha»ei bought it,. Wo can boy good 
land for 18». poiacro: bot wajtatg of lead io no)., one oiuh*8* peit, 
fo* tint India ae fall of taoa-aa your wood* ar* of. etuba; and ifaojr 
wf*w*4tt)uU ■rodaloa.g, awi fwa 1 to. 5 ioat through tiaw. , Yob,. 
niow b«y load horei from tee. to l yj. in, English rnaoa y ; and. it. will.! 
bru^froro. 2d to « busheli) of. wheat par«cr«,,»»a com bnltlo. 
50 biisholspsr»ore,;aad ryu from20.to *)dItto» You.iuaj buybeef 
foiled, pot pound; and mutton th«a*M;. salt bu*eM.7a', pospoajode;: 
Ch»e*e3(i.; too .4*. od. ; augai ?<*., per. pound; candla* Td,j .anon, , 
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TA ; -md wheat it. 6d. par bn efcel ; aara and ire I*, pet bushel. And 
i git Sn. id, a day and My board ; and have at much meat to eat, 3 
timer a dag, as I lite te ent. But clothing is dear : shoes 3*. ; half 
boots 16s, ; calico from 8d. to If. id. ; stockings U. 9d. to 3«. 6a\ ; 
flannel is, per yard-; superfine cloth btau.it. Gd. to 11. : now nil this 
is ostmted'in English money. We get U. per day in summer, and 
our board; and if you count the difference of the money, you will 
soon find it ant. its. in Our money is 4i- 6d. in your money. And 
among the good things of America, wo hare good laws, as good as 
they are in England, and much better attended to. Far if a man* 
Domes to America with a family, and falls sick or lame within 6 
months, the county must take care of them ; if they have been her* 
6-msnthn, then the town, which you call a parish, most keep them. 
So people need not fear of suffering ; una' people are a great deal 
mere friendly tore than they- are, or osn be, in England : because 
ahey have it net in their power a* they hare here; for tee are all at 
sew, taut math mere friendly. 1 have found plenty of good friends 
hare, snon as I never found in England,-- -only one. £ait raspeots 
this world's goods, and in the regard to Christian privileges, I enjoy 
myself ranch more than 1 did in England. For we have preaching; 
twice on die Sabbath-day, and prayer- aveetins; in the week ; and ell 
arithin hnt a mile of ray house. I forgot to tell yon that I had built 
a framed house upon the land which I had bought. Mow, J think, if 
yon can or do credit #het I write, as it is truth, that it will sumcB 
you. But amongst the conveniences of America, there is some ill* 
conveniences: first we bsveS or 3 miles to carry our grist to the mill; 
and 4 miles to go up to the store, which yon call a shop ; and when' 
we get there, perhaps cannot get ell we want ; for where I live is a 
new country, and being so far from sea, where the goods come on 
shore, then are very often out of good}. Another thing is, we have 
no brewhonse near; so we cannot get any yeast to-hake with ; sows 
are obliged to make riling! ; and if we do-not ass them just at tha 
liglit time, we tvnuttmes make heavy bread. And tberoads areuerv 
tad ; but with all the ifloonveniences, I hiss* God for sending me t* 
America. Josis has had the ferer-ague for B or 9 weeks ; bat we 
bopo he has got rid of it. But them that I thought to find my beat 
friends is not bo. And all that wish to know the troth of America, 
let (hem help pay for the letters, because they cost a great deal s bnt t 
let old' Joker sea them, Henry and his wife and f ehildiett are all 
weHj he has just lost a Utile boy; heisgone into eternity about 7 
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months old. He gives his kind loTe to you all. Remember ua leall 
our brothers and sisters; and let than know how we all are, and how 
we ore getting on : and at Boon as you get this letter, write to let ua 
know whether you will come to America or not ; as I shall leave it to 
your own judgment about it. And if yon judge right, I think you wilt 
coma if you cant ai "' 'i J ou come, yon will do well to goto Benja- 
min Smith, Etq., and get. him to intercede for yon, aa he was my 
best friend. And you will want p. 10». to get up where 1 am, both 
young and old. And if yon come, be tare la get the gentleman to let 

you lay inytrar man ) rsviiioni ,• and not lei that rogue gel it 

for you. And get plenty of flour ; plenty of hams of bacon ; sugar, 
cheese, butter, plums ; and the fust of bread. Plenty of all this, and 
tea plenty} and bale a part of Sour into hard bread as your mother 
did. And when you get to the Quarantine ground, hare a letter 
■wrote to land by the first steam- packet you see ; to let me know when 
you shall be at Syracuse. The best way for yon to come, is to com* 
tip to Albany in a tow-boat : when yon get to Syracuse, call for en- 
tertainment at the sign of the Farmers' Accommodation ; and if we 
get your letter will meet you there ; and if not, come on to the town 
of Hastings, is the county of Oswego, and there you will End us out.' 
And direct your letters, Thome i Boots, Hastings, .County of 
Oswego, State j>f -New York, North America. So no more at present 

Ever tender and loving parents, 

Thou.ie Boots. HahSjai? Boots, 
Be sure, if you come, come away in March if yon can ; for the 

sooner you come in the spring, the better. 

Hi. Jwi B«°U, Jim, lMcrliirii)t!,Siitstt,Old EhuUuH. 

40. The letters "No. I to No. 6 contain the history of JoHTf 
Watson. After No. 6 look at the second paragraph of 
No. 11, where you will find further account of him; then 
look at the last paragraph of Nil. 12; that finishes the 
account of his progress; and there i\'e find this English 
" pauper," of whom the Parish of Sedlescomb thought itself 
happy to yet rid, seated firmly down on a piece of land of 
75 acres, in a comfortable dwelling house, and having m 
good Orchard of Applet and Peaches, having earned tkt 
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money to make the purchase, and maintained his numerous 
family at the same time. 1 must beg the reader to attend 
to the progress of this man ; to look at his prodigious efforts 
to get from an English Colony into the United Status, 
When he writes from our Colony, of New Bnuwswicx in 
Letter, No. 1, he beseeches his brothers not to join Aim, nut 
to emigrate ; for that they little know what difficulties they 
would have to encounter. Look at his second Letter, No. % 
which he writes from the United States: his tone U 
immediately changed ;. and he becomes possessed of pro- 
perty. In his third Letter, No. 3, he and his family are; 
taken with illness for six or eight weeks ; but, no sooner 
was their situation known, than they had plenty of provi- 
sions brought them ; they recover ; both man and wife go 
to work, and, in a short time, he has two cows, two calve*, 
and nine pigs his property. In Letter No. 4, he writes to 
his friends and relations to come and quit the country of 
tythtt and tsues. Look, I beseech yon, reader, at the post* 
script of this Letter, No. 4 ; look at what he says about the 
soap and the abtenct of the exciseman, and look at what 
he says about the security of food for his children 1 The 
sixth Letter contains useful hints as to seeds to be taken 
out. This man ought to be the admiration of every reader; 
and this man was got rid of by a parish in the East of 
Sussex! 

■ 41. No. 7 >s from Stephen Watson, the brother of 
John, who seems not to be made of such stout stuff. It is 
curious what he tells hie father and mother, about the in- 
vasion of the Irish : he writes, you observe, on the 5th of 
October,. 1823 ; but his wife, who writes on the 27th of the 
name month, shows that she knows when she is well off; 
and it seems that, by the day that she wrote, the husband 
had become sorry that he did not bring his father and 
mojher. In No, 8, which is from the bum Sziibxk 
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ffiww, we bam a -canoe* aenuttt of a ma* tfctrt'caM* 
iaeft. Ne». Ktarti letter ttefought to sftMct tL» kdtfJfaJ 
Hon of-the whchi worfcl, if itcoald be put uatter the* eye* 
rf'«wrf-p««o» in it. This Mar.Y Ja.kb W*t80», -who) 
in W». lOaac Noi ll-daee-a* ■** honour- to her hear* as 
wallas he* bead, becomes, i»K«. IS, iHMfrttd -iMMWM 
In 1 short, than neeoV nothing- but life reading of the letter* 
of this yoait? woman atone, to settle the wtooie qoeation a* 
Is the staee of the- people in America. 

42, Johjp PAHJ»WMi w»ia-Nb.a3wlth aTeiysOTiiala 
end emeflent' kCMr; eepewnilf towards the close wf iff 
Th« "CoHeetitV* might, if it -maid, brush as it read* 
this -kt««r. Atdifl it did not Maeh'at'that, it' might kntr 
at the letter of James Parks; which j»No. 14; aid par- 
tteo^ywhwe he-talks-of Thomas A"Vans andiifl' belly* 
strop. Good Godl iaittfce custom' of Siatise labourer* 
to wear sumps roumt them to' preren* the erawfatga ofhua- 
ger? Look; at that passage, and if yeu be an Engisfewso, 
and i"aa read it withoa* feeliag yonr cheek burn- witbsliaiBBt- 
ywa are-nsde of something- harder than marble. In fMi 
letter, the story aboufr'the nailerf Ralr^-eeoftj that were put 
into (Ac JUntewn at Albany, is worthy of netice. la thai 
iaawtetter, we-findthatfhe English Pauper, JaMBb Parhsv 
had taken a shop at 'AIraj* r, 

43. In letter No. 15, he gives an interesting account of 
the employment «f several ytnBg people, and- talk- the poor 
people of 'Sosa-ax, that 'they 1 Wonld nM AsgaVoM *£ tbamv 
hetfreMes so jmreArtfce a omtfaat**/ 

44; ? *rKr»i (w Tint web.,, in ■ No. Iff, point* ant hew 
rich people ought- to behave towards paer people- though- w« 
i»rtiMliu*eesoftr«tsMfcreBDMFtArongfr 

46.- TaVoi ITVwe-liwWanaccoant) which iswry enriooea; 
feweafiKirgs a' day andbuard} i* hwf ttfetf and. Item** aift 
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orwM saiiflingi aiaty aad toaniT aad wbaat at 7k the 
limftalT That iats gay,, than; more than a butbel ef wlasat 
par <Jay att the- ytar ronwt* fbrthare i#tbe txmrAiototBo 
bargain; wtfcal; toM*B-aawettaathe»e'peepl* ia Aa witea j 
* Mooter in EnghMd ongbt to- receive; M thfe'time, about 
^rt^-^ftwftigBih *iffiag» a'-wwek-; ae* what they dogW; 
en a* anerago, i* ha»-*iaa anwir, taking 'o*» time of th* 
year wfthlhe other, 'i 

46. In Nb. 18 Ja>»w Vhbess give* as account of hi* 
fteiag about to go on a famnt fftewtff; that ia to- say, ths 
laaiowaor-fintfe laad; corn', and' fire-wood; and VaaM»Sl 
to find labour, and igtuhavs one-hatf of the crop: Thtas 1 
tJtw Engh'ih " ftttipir* Becomes a fartoer all at once. 

47, No, Bft » a letter from- Mjhy Vehbss, who apt 
pears ts-ha*e taken out BOirna-cf her children -with her; ami 
to-hawe left ber, huabasd behind. She- provnfet at craw for 
aj*hep«b*ldrea; Bhe appears to feelagood deal on account 
of her afeaeoee- from her mother- bub she hopes that «he> 
bar father' am) brother will join ber in the spring. Talk 1 of 
u0i*ti*if romance* ! Read the letter of this woman 1 

48; LettertW wfrom Jorw and Elt»*bitb Thorps; 
and the wife seems to hai>s- been the- writer. Bead it, ymt - 
Bla#kp«Fd8'»-liB4a¥ecahnBniat*d , 'theAiBerieanBv reed it; 
yaw Vying travellers, for it cannot lie. I hare the original 
letter, which TtiowAS Gooks gwro meiunuelf; andgrreit 
me he did with twaraofjoy raids eyes, and teanrofgratrtade 
t»tbe> be ■e*ot*»t people of America. The 1 good woman- 
who writes this letter, being- a methodifit herself; a u e ua ta 
her* thought that this- goodness- was confined; to her own 
seat. If she had' baewef any other sect, she wtrafdhav* 
fwndi "thiuaw jast the ranw,- without any quesfiiws' being- 
aakeJ a* to what «ligmu ehe-belonged. ' 

49i J«-bwWa*ih,ih» Letter rfo* 2f, gfrea an accuaut 
•#^h««a»t^»h«tM<«nigarAMt He-epaeAs of ether thirga 
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alio; and be particularly notices that his friends Omy. 
think as be used to think, that every thing could not be. 
cheap and lahow high at the fame tint*-; bat he found it 
true, and he state* the wages sod the' price* in proof, 

50. Thbm a s Boots, who writes, in Letter No. 23, .to bis 
children in Robert* bridge, closes the series with a very, 
interesting letter. He states the inconveniences of Ame- 
rica ; and it is curious to observe what they are ; the dis- 
tance from a mill, the distance from a shop, the absence 
of a brew-house, the want of yeast to bake with, and the bad 
toads ; but he concludes, " with all the inconveniences / 
11 blest God for sending me to Ameeica." 

51. These letters, even without these comments of mine, 
will have amply spoken for themselves; but there is one thing 
Ant the reader should attend to ; and that is, the difference 
of the prices in the same thing at different places. If the 
reader will look at the dates of the letters, he will see a very 
good reason for land, meat, flour, and all the produce of 
the earth being much cheaper at one place than at another f 
and also for a similar difference between the prices of sugar, 
tea, and all articles that come from abroad. When the 
place is situated at a great distance from the sea board, a* 
at Conutantia, (Letter 23,) you perceive, that ten and 
sugar are dear, compared with the price of those articles at 
New York ; and that, on the other hand, while beef and. 
mutton are stated at from two pence to three pence a pound 
at Naw York, they are sold at seven farthings a pound at 
Constautia. This must be attended to, or else the reader 
will not acquire from these letters a correct view of prices. , 
The further you get from the sea, and from great navigable 
livers, like the Hudson, all articles that are either imported, 
or manufactured in great towns, become dearer, and, the 
price of the produce of the land diminisltes in value. This is 
vary well for a man like Johb Watjok , who Urafraa ttte> 
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land ; but it is not the same for a man who intends to fans 
principally far the market, and thereby increase his riches, 
John Watsdh says in No. 5, " We make our own soap 
and candles;" and he baa .just got forty or fifty yards of 
tiatn from the loom, made of his last year's flax I 
And thin is a pauper of whom the farmers in Sussex wished 
to get rid I This No 1 letter of Watson announces the 
birth of another child, and announces that bis eldest son 
has attained theheight of a man, and that. " he. has just 
been oof. /or a tnonth, and earned himself a summer wit of 
clothe*." Pray, reader, look at the close of this letter, No. 
5, and also look at the postscript ; look at the signatures of 
the letter, and then ask what the state of England most be, 
when it is desirable to pmy far getting rid of such people I 

52. Thus far with regard to the fitness of America for En- - 
glish labourers. There remains to be stated that which will 
show that it is the place also for tradesmen, for farmers, and 
for people who lire on their means already acquired. I 
hare, in ray " Year's Residence," spoken of these matters 
also; bat Ihnvenow three letters, received fromMr. James 
TRrssELJ,, of Rye, accompanied by a letter from himself. 
I shall insert the whole, beginning with the letter of Mr. 
RnsstiL. These letters will, in a great measure, speak for 
themselves. They come from well-informed men, and they 
give a detail of prices of land, and of rent of house and 
land, extremely interesting to tradesmen and farmers. 1 
will first insert the letters, and then speak about their prices 
particularly, this being a very important point; and the 
prices of this species of property differing very widely in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, and differing also according to 
tire situation of die place relative to navigable rivers. 
Therefore, when I have inserted the letters, which are full 
of interest in themselves, I will give full explanation of these 
matters. These letters are, comparatively, of very recent 
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date, the first two bung- dated in the Mwth of August, 
1838, and the other in the snath of January of this presort 
year, and they all come- front mem of business. The first 
two Ietter» ara written by Biwjahiw and Tmimniin 
Fowlej addressed to Mr. 1>ah1blD9bsll, of Sw*kden» 
in Kxnt, and the last letter, that of Thomas and Eli- 
zabeth Full agar, addressed to Mr.^Wii.r.1 a mMeiIce it , 
of High Haldbn, in Keht. So that ben is jsothisgleft 
to donbt, nothing left to question ; hare is every thing fully 
stated'; hew are the parties alive and present to be referres! 
to j and here, in the fane of all England, am these state* 
stents made; andthereforedieseBtatenienta cannotbe falacti 

To War. COBBETT, Esq. A. 

Eye, June BSri, 1M9. 

Sib, — Seeing, by your Register, that yon intend, immediately, to 
publish instructions for Emigrants to North America, anil owing yort 
a debt of grslitnde for the information I bare received from ma#f 
Jew-treading rose Ragiittr, I thonght possibry the enclosed tarn 
letters would gjve some information to- the puMto, and MsCttsnl srly M 
the persona from whom they came an well known in the Weald of 
Kent, from where so many have emigrated, and where a great 
inany mofe will continue to leare. The two, by name Fowlc, are 
natives of CrSnbrook ; and FuHagar waa from Woodchurdh. He was 
a midtswtr there, and mn fined a hundred ponods for some error (not 
defraud) sespaoting wetting barley ; bat after eonsideraMe tree*!* 
Snd txfttut, haYmg proved no intaetioa to defraud, he was let of 
for latitfyuig tfae officer for his trouble. This yon aeo ia one part of 
the glorious Constitution, the envy, &c. &c. &c. Respecting the 
information contained in these letters, you may rely the authors are 
men of honour sndr integrity-. If you Hunk proper to- publish; KS 
they are with the namer attached, yen are st liberty so to do, or M 
rak*ai*acUuye« phase; orif yon don't think them of soy cosse- 
gnsnea, then all is well, and, I have dene sty duty to yon and ny 
•onntrymen, ia endeavouring; to render a service to yen and. thenta 
With these impressions I subscribe myself 

Vonfs ftf f hfuBy , 

Jaarst Rvassxx. 
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Bum Go»s»st,— I neeedvBd yo»*» «f April 3rd, and traly the 
■ jto n y i thtnmwrngM tally tha assa ir Uh sa o wmnr y ; 
eperiod sinee ffejWI*/****, 
MTMB My W bo found on th» glohov where paaco aud plenty so 

generally abounds as i» t]H ww-fter* states of America. The laws 
are assure as oaa be expected to be ftnxsed by man,-and axe«seauted 
kf s »M ud judicious msgixraey, eAatm *y theptaple; are ry man 
a* pronottd by mrt, no ^st JMas y , no e i f aa W iAsd. religion, yet ill 
* j»r«tect«d, and stand or fallow tl» prineislas of tnair..own coadtwt 
and faithfulness to each other. 

You requested me Jo infant 7011 of all tie disadvantages in this 
country. I will, to the beat of my knowledge. First, the oak timber 
is sot ao- good in. alia country as in England. Secondly, tie shoe, 
leather is not well manufactured, consequently, not so firm and dura- 
ble H U yours. Thirdly, we hare more dry hot weather tbsn yon 
have. Fourth, it is with great difficulty that sr* good girl can be 
Obtained ta do the work of the house for 111. 10/. sterling ; good girU 
are ia great demand for wires. Fifth, new cleared land is lull of 
etumpa, which are very troublesome for seven or eight years, and 
sometime* ten or fifteen years, till they rot out. Sixth, and lastly, 
X bare ransacked my brains to make op these objection*. We have 
not more than one in a thousand that retain the degrading principles 
of the old country ; viz., that pride and conceit of being too good 
to sit at the same table, to eat and drink with their own servants, or 
those who labour for them. Thus I have given your all the account 
Vbnt 1 think worth mentioning to you, respecting the diaadrantagaa ; 
out to enumerate all the advantages time would fail. I hare heard 
your son arrived safe at Utica. Respecting the enjoyment of tho 
necessaries of life, and the comforts too, the rich and the poor all 
/Art much alike. Our bread is made of superfine flttur. Hare beef, 
pork, and mutton ia abundanee ; and I have no desire to live anjr 
Mgher than the common industrious poor now Hie in this country. 
The tea mostly used is old snd young hyson, hyson skinand twankay 
we purchase from 3s. id. to Si. 3d. per pound ; pork 2d. per pound 
(fresh); beef atlje?.; butter 6a\; cheese id. per pound; wheats at 

1 ft mrirfc-elMawYBaa, on the Oases* River, about 3M aulas from 
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St. 6d. per bushel ; potatoes 1*. ditto ; t common labourer'*) wage* 
38i. for a year; improved ftrms, with good buildings, from 3t.Tf.tO 
07.pere.cre. Thorn is a new country, in the western part of this state, 
of unimproved land, at lOi. per acre ; there is an English settle- 
ment there. 1 have given yon the price of all the above artiolee in 
Ibagiilh money. Good tobacco is one dollar for twelve pound*. I 
hare been jhnw matter ' of this town for many years, end I find 
it is a rare thing for a resident to become an annual town charge. 
In the circle of my acquaintance I know of no one who take* thai 
trouble of locking: or barring their dopre by night, for thieving ie eo 
uncommon that they think it entirely useless and uaneeaatary. My 
brother will follow me, while 

I remain, meet faithfully, - 
Yours 

BsMiUIH FoWLK, 

c. 

Caledonia, Augut tHk, ISte. 
DtiH Cousin Dobili, — I often think of you since I left England. 
I have found this country better than 1 expected. It is beautiful and 
good. I wish you and all your family, yea, and all my children, were 
over here, for 1 enjoy more pleasure in one week here, than I ever, 
found in England for two years together. I never knew there was so 

much difference between a free people and those under a. , We 

have hut very little taxee to pay, and no tgUtet, Ever/ industrious 
man has a good chance to lire well and get rich. If any of you think 
of coming to America I can inform you how to prevent being imposed 
On : that is, for you to purchase your own provisions, and see to the 
packing them up yourselves ; for the shopkeepers will, many of thorn, 
sell one kind of bread and pack up. another kind not half so good. I 
live with brother B., and never was so well off in my life. In thin 
part of the country I hare seen pigeons flying from die south to the) 
north this spring a thousand in s night ; and have seen twenty or 
thirty such nights in a day. This is, 1 think, the best country in the 
world. The common people are as well off as the farmer* in Kent, 
and the farmers here live as well as they can wish to live, I am fully 
satisfied that you would like it if you were hare. Yon can have do 
idea about it I cannot tell you one half of the advantages. 



"Google 



Ill J PARTS TO GO TO. 93 

OH**,* Bess** Turn, Jiaanrj Tlh, 1M9. 
Diia Umcu, Aunt, and Friihds. — We have been very much 
(ratified by the receipt of your tiro letters from your print ridden , 
KMttfrg. Your three son* us quite well, end happy ; they drink tea 
with us on New Year's Day ; end, I do assure yon, you need not con* 
cemyonrseli*s respecting their muni conduct, or Buy thing that may 
' prevent their succeeding in this country, as their conduct ia a suffi- 
cient recommendation for the promotion of their happiness. You 
desire me- to inform you how mnch it will require for you and Mr-. M. 
to live on the interest in this country ; the legal interest is seven per 
cent, per annum on real security. The living ia much cheaper in the 
country than in town. I will give you • detail of the prices of pro- 
visions, house-rent, fuel, land, &o., and leave you to judgo of the 
money yon will want Hoose-rent in this village ia very high ; for 
such a house us yon Would want would be from BO to 100 dollar* ; 
fuel from % to 2 J dollars per cord ; B feet long, 4 feet high, and 4 feet 
wide. In the country the rent of a house, with a large garden, about 
16 dollars per annum, and fuel a mere nothing. Land is at various 
prices. The unimproved land, 6 or aeven miles from Utica, ia about 
10 dollars per acre. 1 can purchase a farm of B7 acres, with a good 
new house, barn, lodges, stable, and atyea, the land fenced into fields, 
with rails, and about TO acres cleared, with a good orchard, for £000 
dollars, six miles from Utica. If this farm could be well stocVed, I 
bare no hesitation to say, a man, with all his own money for purchase, 
&c, may live, in comfortable independence, without a tyrant Lord 
domineering over him for killing his mm game. He has no taxes to 
pay, except hia equal share for the support of the civil government, 
which is but a mere triSe. He has no poor's-rates ; for be dWeUa in 
■ laud where government does not interpose its greedy hand to snatch 
the cup of industry from the lips of the feeble. He has no tytb.es to 
pay, for here are no hireling priests, such are the blessings enjoyed 

by the American farmers. Mr.E II, of Tenterden, with all hia 

great powers of mind, which he thinks he possesses in his objections 
to the comforts of America, is as ignorant a, a blind man is of colours. 
Hand, half a mile from this village, is worth 8 or 900 dollars per acre 
for building lota ;' such lots also sell very high in Utica. Stephen 
Pot, end George Hopper, late of Tenterden, have bought soma uniro- 

vNlMtj-autemllHW.N.W.of Albany. PopoUtiou ?&%. 
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proved land 30 milas north of Syracuse, for two dollars per acre. 
They are to pay 20 dollar* per annum, till they hare completed their 
purchase ; and seven par cent, per mm interest for purchase money 
in sneer. I win here subjoin a list of the prices of provisions, etc. 
Hour, superfine, per barrel of 196 pounds, 8 dollars and 30 cants. 
It is 3) dollars dearer than it wu last April ; owing, 1 suppose, to 
tlio wet saunter, it has been 10 dollars. Beef, per pound, at the mar- 
ket, 4 cents to 6 cents, fore quarters, and 3$ dollars per cwt.; for 
hind quarters 4j dollars ; forj>ork 6 oents per pound ; for mutton and 
veal Scents per pound; butter 14 cents; cheese 7 cents; tea 75 
cents ; candles U J cents ; soap 7 cents ; sugar II] cents ; loaf ditto 
25 oents; snuff 45 cents ; tobacco 10 cents; new milt, in summer, 
3 cents per quart, in winter 4 cents; eggs.jier dozen, 25 edits; 
fowls, docks, and turkeys? cents; geese of 7 or S lbs. 25 cents ; tho 
Yankies don'tlore geese. Indian com meat, per bushel, 50 cents; 
buck wheat Boor, per lb., If cents ; rye flour, per bushel, 6S§ cents ; 
hay, per ton, 8 dollars ; whiskey, per gallon, (6 cents ; brandy and rum 
1 dollar; potatoes, per bushel, 25 oents ; oats 21 cents; wheat 1} 
. dollar ; cider 3S gallons, 75 oents to 1 dollar ; apples 25 cants par 
bushel. There are some people who emigrate to this country, and 
not seeking correct information, return again to England ; but those. 
Who come with a resolution to persevere, and an inclination to live 
here, are well satisfied that thej have escaped from misery and starvs- 
tion. This shows die importance of persons making themselves ac- 
quainted as much as possible with the country. Respecting the 
bealthrulnees of this country, we hare been here 13 months and none 
of as have had fl visit from any apothecary. 

We are, dear uncle and aunt, 

Yours, affectionately, 

Tnos. and Eliz. Fuiligiu. 



53. WhatlhaYesaidrespectiugthepricesmentionedin the 
former letters, applies, in general, to nothing but provision! 
and labour. But these letters, which I have just inserted, 
apply to lauds and houses. Mr. Full a.«ak's letter is par* 
ticularly valuable ; as it arret: a detail of prices which out 
leave us no possibility of tailing into error. His account is, 
that laud, (lUKlcared land,) at about six or seron miles 
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from Uric a, is to be bought far ten dollars on acre. Bat, 
then, h« gives «n instance of a, farm of eighty-seven acres, 
wfaich he could purchase for 2,000 dollars. The dollar 
being 4s. 64. sterliag,li>i« is £460, which, being divided by 
87, brings the land to something more than fire pounds an 
acre. Seventy acres of the land are cleared, and are fenced 
Into fields: there ia a good orchard, a. new house, bam, 
■lodges, stable, and styes. This, then, we may regard as the 
price at Utica. Where, then, is Utica } Utica is sK 
taatedon die south bank of the Mohawk river, B3 miles fiom 
Albany. It is a very flourishing place, with a population, 
some years ago, of 2,973 souls, has 7 churches of all sorts, an 
aeederay, and four printing offices. It is a central point, 
where the turnpike roads from various parts of the States 
unite; and, Dr! Morse, from whose American Gazetteer I 
take these facts, adds, " that it forms the key of trade and 
travel between a large section of the Western country, and 
the Atlantic ports, and that (he canal passes through it, and 
adds to Its importance,*' Now, it is within six or seven 
niles of this place that land is to be bought for about f& 
an acre, which I suppose to be uncleared land ; and that 
farms are to be bought as above described. 

64. This place being ninety-three miles from Axbamt', 
and Albany being 144 from New York, is, of course, 237 miles 
from the sea; but there ia a water communication to Al- 
bany, and a ship communication from Albahy to Nett 
York. Now, if such be the prices of land and of far aw ia 
a situation like this, they cannot be more than double the 
price, even at twenty or thirty miles from Kew York, Pnr- 
iadelphia, or any other great place. Let us now look 
at the prices of provisions at Utica. The floor was, it 
appears, when Mr, Poll agar, wrote his letter, 3| dollan 
dearer than it was the year before; bat if we take it at 6 
dollars, that brings it to seven- an d-twenty shillings English 
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for the 196 lbs. A hundred and ninety -six pounds an equal 
to three bushels and a half of English flour; and this 
American flour is superfine; and this is 7s. 3jd. the bushel 
of 56 lbs. Beef at the market is, at this Utica, four cents 
to six cents the pound. A cent is the hundredth part 
of a dollar ; and, therefore, as near as can be, equal in yalne 
to an English halfpenny, which makes the beef from two 
pence to three pence the pound. Bearing the value of thee*) 
cents in mind, and not forgetting that mutton and real went 
three cents per pound, look at all the rest of the prices ; 
but, as you proceed, always bear in mind the comparative 
value of the cents. This letter was written in the month of 
January, when eggs were probably at fire or six times tbts 
price they bear in tbe spring and in the summer. The milk 
is always comparatively dear in America, on account of tbe 
labour which attends it. Fowls, duels, and turkeys at 3£<f. 
a pound, and geese of seren or eight pounds for 25 cents ; 
that is to say, for about Is. 1 id. So that, while the farmer 
must hare a pretty good profit from land so cheap, and 
untythed and untaxed, the labourer must still live well on 
account of the low price of provisions, compared with that of 
labour; and the person who lives upon his means, need 
certainly not seek for a cheaper place than this pleasant and 
busy town of Utica. , 

. 55. Mr. Fui.iiOAii gives us information withregard to 
persons who intend to lire on their means. He says, as I 
said, in a late Register on the subject, that the legal interest 
of money is seven per cent, per annum on real security ; 
that, in the country, house and land rent are much cheaper 
than in the town ; that a house in the town, such as his 
-friend would want, would be from eighty to a hundred 
dollars a year; that is to say, from £18 to £22 10s. But 
that, in the country, the rent of a house with a large garden, 
would not be above sixteen dollars a year ; and that, in the 



.Google 



m.] PA11TS TO 00 TO.' 97 

hitter case, the fuel would be a mere nothing, while, in the 
former cue, it would be from two to two and a-half dollars 
per cord; that is to say, a stack of wood, eight feet long, 
four feet wide,' and four feet high ; and if you burnt ten of 
these during a year, the expense would be about £5; and 
Mr. Bksjamis Fowle telle us, that be has been poor- 
matter fertile town of Caledonia for many years, and 
that he finds it a rare thing for a retident to become an annual 
charge. He adds, which is the great pleasure of all, " in 
the circle of my acquaintance, I know of no one who takes 
the trouble of locking or barring their doors by night, for 
thieving is so uncommon; that they think it entirely useless 
and unnecessary." Here is a man, an Englishman, living in 
a town with a considerable population in it, a place of trade, 
and a thoroughfare for travellers;. he has, for many years, 
been collector and distributor of the poor-rates, and will you 
not believe him, in preference to the hired writers of travels, 
and to the assertions of that hireling publication, the Quar- 
terly Review? 

56. The price of land very near to New York, or to any of 
the great commercial cities, must, of course, be a great deal 
higher than at Utica; but, unless within twenty miles, I 
should think, not much dearer. At any rate, whatever the 
price of land be, the price of the produce, and the nearness 
and certainty of the market, compensate for the higher 
price. Houses in the great cities are very high in price, but 
this arises from the great business carried on. We have seen 
the expenses of living at Utica. In that town, which has 
seven churches, four printing offices, and ah academy, any 
family might lire at a fifth part of the expense necessary 
to the same family in any town in England. But, I need 
say no more on this part of the subject: here are all the 
facts (undeniable facts) before the reader; and I now leave 
him, be he high or low, to judge for himself, whether the 
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United States he, niMiwt, th* qwajry far him >a omigmte 
to, jf he emigrate at all, 

37. With regvd to the- bent part of the United Stains to 
g<j to, that must, in a great degsef,. depend on the tumult qf 
the party, and an the state- of his fwniljn, their age, atd otter 
circumetanee*.. If a man intend to pwauei a, trmtis, 
eomecityw town ta. the scene far him. If feinting be- his 
object, the. country he aunt go to, and his. own .judgment, 
wiH point out the pumas soot. A# to. which State wheat, 
I should prater that of Ntrw York. Bat, I exhort ewry 
Englishman to.aToid- flacjl wooult, new. countries, aodiowi 
uncleared land. Such a farm as tint mentioned; by Mr- 
Fallagar, ia thy thing tot an Kngliafcintn. I advise all to go 
to well settled parte of the coitntr*, and not, to- a* gtett 
distance from the see. We do nonksow bow to eleffj wood*, 
and cannot Um in wigwams. The lam eatable fate of these 
who followed the iinfoMutats Bi*bhk«x, aught to b» a 
warning to ail who dream of, jimiriee, and of lofty foeesta., 
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LETTER IV. 

On the Preparation* some time previous ta Sailing, 



38. The Bret thing is Co be provided with the matins n#- 
teessty to- pay the passage, and to get alt jour money ta 
Titfrtrf. Labourers, artisans, and the like 1 , stand in need of a 
'fair ponndN, at amy rate, after landing f for, though, if nbte 
fend willing to work, they may da without, and, though, if 
s'W, they would certainly not Be left to starve, and would not 
be put into prison, because they had no home; still (hej 
OBghf, if they can, to have a pound or two when they land. 
Persons of property will need all their money ; and they 
ilrould collect it all together, and, in- some why or dther, 
carry it out with them. ; 

09. Having quitted business' Here, the best way is to get 
Otrt of an expensive town, sod live cheaply in lodging iri the 
country, and then wait for the- proper season. If the emit 
grant be a single man, he can go at any season ; but, the 
best season is the spring. You then arrive in very Bne 
weather; the weather permitsto travel with speed whether 
fty-ftm* or by water; and, you will, if youwish it, have 
Men K great deal by- the fall of the yesr. 

«»: l>vnoten<nimberyeB!«lf-.wi*'r«)nseh«Jigo(ids, er 

with feeds aad bedding. They-are all to-be get in America, 

Rn* far cheaper, of tire sasac qaaifty ; and,- pur/tape, tey 

*2 
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•will Bell for something hen. It is only perhaps ; hot, ths 
wooden parts will do for fuel, and some one will accept of 
tbe rest aa a gift, Above all things, do not take your dr.- 
canters, or your cork-screw ; and resolve never to use either 
again. You are going to a country where claret used to be 
about eight English pence a bottle, and where you may 
literally eivini.in whiskey or gin, and pretty nearly in brandy 
or rum. But, -resolve never to taste either. Drinking is 
the great vice of the country ; and, if you wish to have health 
and happiness, you will rigidly abstain from that fatal and 
disgusting vice. - - ■ • • 

61. Prepare suitable, but very cheap, dresses for yourself, 
wife, and children, to wear on board the ship; and have these 
ready long beforehand. If your wife have been accustomed 
to have servants, it will be absolutely necessary to dismiss 
them. They are of no use on board the ship.; they cost a 
great deal ; you will have to wait on them, and 1 not they on 
you ; they will be more sea- sick than your wife and childnta 
will be ; they will be a plague to you throughout the whole 
voyage ; and, the moment the ship gets on soundings, and. 
long before you see land, they will kick up their heels, and 
set you at defiance. Do not imagine that, you hare got a 
miracle in either man or maid. You may think that they 
are attached to you; and so they are; but, they can not give / 
up their liberty and their pleasure. These they will not 
give up, though many would sacrifice their pecuniary sk- 
teretts. • .,.■■. 

62. Two or three months might be very well spent, alter 
' you quit your farm or your shop, to try a little to do without 
servants altogether; for, though you may have them again, 
it U very well to be able to" do without diem far a week or 
so. You hear Mr. Fullagar say, that, in America, "oeost- 
girls are in gnat demand for wives." And, the trail* in, 
that very great pains, and not itst- patience, must be taken 
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and exercised in crder to obtain the services of a g ood girl op 
woman. Yet, with good management, this may be accom- 
plished ; but, the sure way ia to rely principally on your own 
wife and children, with the aid of work-women occasionally ; 
and, there U this of good belonging to all these, that they 
will not rob you : they are too proud to do that. 

63. You ought also to discipline yourself a little, if you 
hare been accustomed 'to have servants and work-people; 
for, though you will never find an American saucy, you will 
find him keep away from y$u, if you treat him haughtily 
and roughly. Imagine not that you will find English ser- 
vants more submissive : liberty and equality are in the at- 
mosphere: the English catch them, the moment they land ; 
and, like all converts, they surpass their teachers. If you 
have time, it may not be amies for you to take a trip to Ire- 
Id nd before you sail. Go thither, and observe very atten- 
tively, bow the rich demean themselves towards inferiors; 
observe xOell the voice, and manner, and language ia which 
theibrmer address the latter; and, then, be sure to do pre- 
dsely the .contrary is addressing servsnts and work-people 
ia America; and prepare yourself for. it before you quit 

England.: .... 

,' 64. .Now, do not be alarmed at this. You will find as 
nice, ae neat, as well-regulated bouses and families in Ame- 
rica as you have ever seen. You will do very well with. the 
mm, and your wife will learn, from her hospitable and kind 
neighbours, what to do with the women. There are great 
awhbers af rich men ia America, merchants, lawyers, doc- 
tOMi parsons, too. Many of these keep fine bouses and 
gardens, and life in great style. Tfat/ do not sit down .with 
tkeir eervants, which is the practice only with farmers and 
mtherlawer tradesmen. But, even the richest aien do not 
attemprto treat their domestic* A a agiaity ; and no man or 
wom*n«ugktta be treated haughtily by any body. ■■<;■■: J 
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LETTER V. 



Of tie sort of Skip to go in, and of the steps to be taken 
relative to the Passage, and the tart of Passage ; and 
also of the Stores, and other things, to be taken out 
■with the Emigrant; and how to carry and transmit 
Money. 



65- The ehip will te no other than an Ameriaan one, if 
you wish for a. quick and a lafe pannage. 13k Aliments*** 
anil faster than o tears, owing to tha greater faeW and greater 
vigilante of the captains, and to their groat sobriety and uW 
wiae rules that tbey observe with regard to theirou*. They 
carry more sail than other ahips ; because tfce- eaplaia ie 
eTerhutingly looking out. I hare crossed the Atlantic dni 
tinea in American ships, once in an • English Toecnhant Ship, 
once in a king's ship, and once in a kingVpanket ; and 1 
declare, that the superiority of tbe Americans is decided; 
and so decided, that, if I were going to crow again, nothing 
should prevail on veto go on board of any ship but art 
American one. I rarer knew an American oano&an tad* ndjF 
his clothes to go to bed, during the whole voyage; and X 
never knew any other who did not do it, The i — mfqunnor) 
of thin great watchfulness is* that, advantage is taken ofaray 
putf of wind, while the risk.froin the aqwalhl and Boaden 
gnaM.it, in agacat neewm, oMatad. A heryt captain, area* 
that gets don* ornr night, don nee at Wottfe^^aotn* 
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o* t»w-M«fth Bait, and thereby risks the ship, or, in order to 
avoid danger to this wny, keeps oat much less than might 
l« carried, and Austin! ship is retarded in her progress. 
There ni>e Aw nights, abd- 110 isy*, When a. skilful mariner 
ckwflot see the squafts and gust approaching. When I came 
home from America the feat time, we had, I dare say, ten 
solatia a day, 'and, Mnft limes, twice the number : during 
the "squall it W»s necessary to take in a good deal of sail ; 
between the equals *e CfluH catty a good deal of gafl, the 
breese being stiff, but the wind fair. ¥he captain, who was 
a latest Constantly on deck day and night, and only Trent 
and laid dews two or three treses hi the day, and never in 
the night, between -file -squall*, «ouM see Very plainly wnert 
tibey were coming j mid alwnys had his tails taken in, a few 
uiifflM before the squall rattened the ship, As soon as the 
' squall wan over, and it did 'not laat teb minutes perhaps, out 
vwsnt the sails again* aid thai we Went on for a whole fort- 
nigat, with e, very Ikdle intermission tfay Or night. A drrnk- 
iag, sleeping fellow Weuld nate done one of two things : 
keep oat (ha sails during the squalls, and have his sails and 
rigging tern to pieces, and have been retarded oil his voyage ; 
of, be would have taken in fats sails in the evening at any 
rite, and jttst kept on at two or three miles an hour, instead 
of eight or Can miles «a hour, during (benight. And, from 
what I have been tela, added ts what 1 myself ham observed, 
I-fttn sorry to have to say, though tt is my bound en duty to 
sly it, thai I verily believe this to be in general the difference 
between American and English captains. I have sailed with 
thwo Amoricans : neither of them ever pulled has clothes off, 
from the time the ship weighed ahobor to the time she cast 
aoenor again. I am persuaded that the superiority of the 
American mtt>$ mast haws been in a great measure owing to 
this superior, vijttsooe and skill. Boubtiesa the bodily 
strength of the men had satoething to do with it ; but this 
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vigilance, especially, this everlasting watchfulness, ttc* . 
wonderful adroitness in taking advantage of every little cir- 
cumstance, must have had a great deal to do in tie be Miring 
of those astonishing victories which the American nary ob- 
tained over our*. Even the correspondent* of the poor 
people in Sussex press their friends to come by an Anteriaat 
ship! Their little experience had furnished them with 
knowledge enough to ; make them press that advice boms; 
and therefore I need not, I think, say more on this point, 

66. There U something in the size of the ship. A small 
ship is very disagreeable, even i£ you be in the cabin i aha 
ia toased about much more than a large ship ; and she seldom 
has any conveniences fit for passengers. But, aa to thin 
matter, there are so many American ships, passing between 
Loudon, Liverpool,, Greenock, and New York:, 
that you can be at no loss on this score. There are, upon an 
average, three or four ships every day in die year, quitting 
New York for some part of this kingdom. Some ships an 
a-great deal older than others ; and there may be cases when 
they are. becoming dangerous, from their age. Yob should, 
therefore, make full inquiries on this head, beforehand.; 
should go and see the ship yourself; but, as to seeing tha 
captain, and ascertaining what sort of a man he is, these are 
useless ; for, a captain of a ship. is one man on shore and 
another man on board ; and, perhaps, the rougher he is in 
the former state, the smoother he ia in the latter. You moat, 
indeed, leave yourself no reason .to care about his temper or 
his manners, any more than about those of the person of 
whom you buy your. ship- stores. Tbn taking of your passage 
must be a plain matter of business ; the bargain made, tha 
money paid, and the transaction recorded in a written ota- - 
moranduro, which is best for both parties; for you win* not 
be very good humoured when you are sea-sick ; and,- when - 
passengers complain of the bad temper of the captain, they 
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do Mt reiect-on what their temper would be, if they "were 
plagued -with>sea-skk people, and bad to listen to their un- 
reasonable and incessant woAlkigs, and their everlasting; 
senseless- questions. Rousseau says, nobody likes to he 
asfced' questions; and, though it is very natural for land 
people to be constantly crying out against a sea life, and 
against the various and great inconveniences experienced in a' 
ship, the ship, recollect, is, at any rate, the Captain's heme; 
the cabin is bis parlour; and no man likes to hear his home 
decried, be that homo what k may. Them are, therefore, 
gnat allowance* to be made for what is deemed the bad 
temper, and what are called the rough manners of captains 
of ships. If they have several passengers, they have a great 
deal of annoyance to endure ; and that, too, when involved 
with, many cares ar.d anxieties. Take you care to abstain 
Irani pestering the Captain' with silly questions, and you 
will rarely find him what is called an ill-tempered man. 
Take you care of yourself as well as you can, and leave him 
to. take oata of his men and his ship. 
. ,67.' .The next question is, what sort of passage you 
an to.take. A cabin passage, if for one grown person, is 
from thirty to- five and forty pounds, perhaps, according to' 
the style in which you are to live ; if a whole family go, the 
cldldrea are taken for much Jess, and a bargain is generally 
made- for the whole in a lump. There are little rooms, or 
closets, separated from the- cabin by doors, which are some- 
times taken- where there are women and children. Then- 
are often to be obtained for a specific price; and, in short, 
you must go and examine the place well, if possible, and- 
raake your bargain for whatever yon may want. Where 
there are women and children, great care ought to .be 
take* about .providing the proper room ; for, it is too late to 
repine, when, the anchor is once weighed. Every consider- 
ation ought to be bestowed on providing for a mitigation of 
i 5 
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tha gOMt and painful i^ajuanJiliOM Oat fmm tll ibxm a* 
WittJ^rga: -aud. ttiegreatertlwit ua«vo tw fc H yt lhfr awn 
JnesnaewtabU 1he> «lucMwa todapurt iftanj <M* aV a eeM j i 
which has been habitual to there, alt their Amm the manor 
aaiaful thok situation eu board of ship. J1mf&mt*ilpsm 
V? in thirt state of life, which poiatg out the pWpnrtj of * 
cabin passage,, sacriiioe every thing l>ut*e great «bjt*tio. 
view, in, order to make tbft.vojage a* little- painful we-oati* 
ble to women of this, description. 

■G$. Ifyoor oirumpBta»cB« point out tin steerage instead 
of the cabin, the piioe here if, with pwniriraa finad, ier* 
Single grown person £8,, aod fcr children under f pui * — 
years of nge £4. IQs.-eaoh: tins is from London,; irera 
lirerpool, £4. 10s. foe * grown parses. And thirty JiilKiy 
fcr provisions, if found hy the Captain. In the cabin, the 
pumsioas are found by the Captain, aa* that is hjr far the. 
best way; bat, in the steerage, it ia beat to take your ana 
provisians ; and aa to. the sort of provisions, the f*f*gaaeg 
letters contain an abuodasce of iafcwnatioo. The wriMre 
of those letters bad bad experience in every particular %. and 
tfcey have enumerated all the. particulars. Look at the lat- 
ter part of No. 14, or, rajhec, towards the middle of that 
latter, and you will tea numerous articles meatianed. Floor, 
ric« f ginger, candles, grots, salt, pepper, vinegar, poet wine 
(which I never Itnew to ba accessary), dried Jraro, otuec 
baoon, potatoes, butter, sugar, tea, ooSee. Yon, should tik« 
aajne biscuits, and perhaps three -or four times aa raaoh.as 
you want, , for fear of a very long voyage, .and consequent 
famine; but, I sever could brbg myself to eat hwoirk; a^,. 
ae these good peopt* sa,y, pieatyflaf flour ia the gnat aaea- 
rky. I would add, sons fresh eggs, ■wall packed in braa ut 
salt; I da not recollect any thine; elae, ascoptja-hottitot" 
brandy for the Weerage passajiger, and ag*U*n.«f b**ndj 
fcf the cabin pasaenger,, ta be j*di«^y .adwieestaeed ia 
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bribes to the black cod$ , He would bid you toss jour 
money into the aea ; but ha mil suck down your brandy ; 
and you will get many a nice thing prepared by him, which 
you neTer would get, if it it were not for that brandy. I 
hold- wine and all spirituous liquors, and- even beer, to be 
wholly unnecessary on board of stitp. ' The water is always 
good ; the tea slops are always at hand ; and every thing 
that is intoxicating in its nature adds to the severity of sea- 
sickness. I always drank water, except, apon one of my 
passages ; and then I found the beer an evil rather than a 
good. 
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Cn the Precaution* to he observed while oh board of" 
■ Ship, whether in the Cabin or Steerage. 



69. In the steerage yen moist take yoar vwri bedding. 
It will be good t6 take blankets, sheets, and some pillows 
also ; and, in boom cases, 70a must take tbe mattress. This 
you will settle beforehand with the Captain, and will bo 
provided in quantity according to the season of tbe year; 
but in tbe steerage, yon must take every thing that yon are) 
likely to want in the way of bedding, and go beforehand, 
and fix upon the birth; and if you have a wife, your owb 
senses will point oat to you tbe place to choose for her, if 
you bare the power of choosing. The tteerage, as it ia 
called, is the apace between the top deck and the middle 
deck, in the middle of the ship. To begin at the stern, the 
cabin comes first ; next cornea the steerage, and after this, 
die rest is called the forepart of tbe ship, The steerage is 
separated from the cabin by a partition. From tbe top deck 
to' the cabin, you descend by a stain, and into the steerage, 
you descend what is called a hatchway, by the means of at 
step ladder. Please to keep this description in your mind, 
and tben read the first part of letter 21. Never was gloom 
and sunshine more strongly depicted thaa ia that same 
letter. It appears that the steerage of the ship was crowded 
10 an excess ; and as to the sufferings of lot poor people, it 
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is impossible for me to male it so perfect u that which has . 
been given by Mrs. Thorpe herself. But, as you rend this 
true and dismal description, recollect that what ia here re- 
lated, "was a thing of a most extraordinary . occurrence, an 
occurrence much more rare than that of person* being burnt ' 
to death, by the firing of their houses ; and, because the 
latter sometimes happens, we do not refuse to live in houses, 
and to make Urea, and burn candle. I went to AaiUCA, the 
last time, ia a ship whioh bad forty grown-up steerage pas- 
sengers, fourteen or fifteen of whom were women ; several of 
these had children,' and four or five afforded evident symp- 
toms that the like would soon be their lot During the 
whole of the passage, which was of tiie ordinary duration, 
we never had a sick person on board, except .the Captain's 
brother, who had come to England for the. recovery of his 
health, who died on board, *t, about half seanover, and 
whose brother took him to America in apuncbeonof nun. 
Wo bad Ma-ricftncU) a plenty, for. about ten daya. . While 
that ia going on, certainly, the miserable nese of the creatures 
cannot well be surp a ssed. . .While it lasts, you will hardly 
have any reflections at all : yoQ will think, if you do think, 
that the world otghthever to have been made, particularly 
the watery part of it Some people, however, are never 
sea-sick at all. I never was bat once, which I hane .always 
ascribed to abstinence from strong drink, and to my mo- 
derate eating, as well previous to the voyage as daring it. 
There are some very good- hints on the subject of taking '. 
physic preparatory to a voyage, which . you will find at the 
clone of the Letter No. 15, 

•70. The steerage baa berth* to sleep in.; placed -along the 
aide of the ship ; these berths axe separated by beards, and 
are so contracted as to prevent your rolling out when the 
ship leans on one aide, - Every man's semes will guide turn 
m cbopsrng the best berth be can for lea wife, and o«ry de* 
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«WJ9io^sTBattiwiilgitei«^-iB«Ki»'G»se.. A*«b* h«r, 
homoer, tfw**u*» of.gtwtt bgwnihn; wi*e« *■*> 
d — ri y Ht uftaw »a, WMlfadTii nfl ■— ■H > <« i»n. h»'tMr. 
i«B«uy ■wakwwd, la*«o«, Ana" paiiifahoireaiMUuMat thaJi 
dTOs* tiowMMi : fe»«, kartiog proprad fahaatdf far Duny 
ttay will :}»■ the mora wily atmcama. ft is « mewofirV. 
sola** aeetmifr wd rtw Tiy-ta m p wuij MBtnvemoWK 
>iwB«.b«i-b««K «Wi,«» pirt'flf tte> pno* b£ obtwnfaKt*. gnat 
jat s«mL Wh« DM *hjaat & to isoMitW 
d.&juilyfar. life, mid for that 
HMM:«ftlK.<sfaHd»eli.idM3k.'-tviH-iMWeMd then, iriMtt-itthw: 
amount of Ihe&ftinaaatemaiiaee? Jh>fto -die work df w 
d U M h ffWWl ' i ruam fjlhoUPBlan; t*o» h jRMNgfd'Jii:* ran*-. 
dMMl nanner. ft there wore 1 im-m toatal asaoMYg* 
* upon **kv wad 3mk4w MR m thnawJiwt, tavCnttcttu 
wmfM,frnbki*l>!>-tr>t*t&i8, aad winfat' than to* in: How* 

wfj) tMmtoirimt inwut ' jny p wny I feafcWa. ^fcii yM tn t-. 

and most iajwrioM amcawiisMa ia^ aMttM ■ttdwoyaJf 
Eintttb'in>nTOcta«A«^iie«iyTMtnTMillHM,temvdiASnjr' 
tbeunafoH fcy going to ihe, nasal ftoi for the. pB«w t 
wilch pta«e*s, and niuM b*, upon tb# daci^ aodirithaatiM* 
sight erf ■*ttntomnHko-*t* npon tfae- dwk. iamitvmaiaMr 
how««ra*i««*i*-i*eJf <and aaayimiafafeatifc^ k«*J«*e». 

TlnttaBiaarfMnf J*n fa# y»h rt nt w nt fcy a Man tu % itwito- 

d^w w ia l »te«wwaWantenw^»»inrtoattacaM«itt>»Pipl' 
iaxkntaietiM^ wid i*Jm laaSuriugui «n«ritMo«l oo *w>«b- 
cawrt'»w Teoy^wit. J*moA woman tnwrt ba wvecdlaEd 
sailors; but English women, or Americtts m m w i ) aaaNt 
Ml <aM <MWI <D>M> ft subject 
- IAH"avn7"-ftrpnini)a)) ifo«r-' 
pa*tr.«o'f*'«»Br *hiaHdiffiew>-widi ngtadib* ymt artfca^ 
loaaiiia -aftwatanky <a£ o«a*»wk*j her * 
* ia. eaerji dacUMMmd 
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Oat matter; K«d,VU»lwaK aratate, fron bar fln-nsbneasy 
fnrUA i* frequently, *b» msb> aa* to adarit «f nauta* 
Ma tar bad, ym rausa be pianaaa d, not only mm* aba. 

Mm9<fritabl<i *ectM«uK tat ymymmif '.'mmrmBmm 

A*oSwofchamb«immd; aad this, yw will ebaeave, nnofl 
be the casein aiany iaataneae, whether you be in tie ataer.. 
age-oidw cabin ; for, aato. her aervstnt maid, if abeiiave 
oae, -yaw «ie,p«rt*y lacby if yaa ba« not M pmtonn.thai 
aatae'-effisa far fan.; ttxttiaea U no mnu onbeatd able) 
•ago aohei- &tboaeaaaV4a«ia-tbBy-ara all aielc rtagteheej 
a*d w to any otber nna* pcreimatng fliaoffioe far Wr, wfaesto 
ii'Bnch, *»«» ha fouad ft . . 

71. IfowB«w,a»ttBBis4iut,a«'«end^j8'daraiaga¥: tbiuge 
gMW- bettor in ». wry abort tinea; the atanaob. to eat* 
return*; tb«W«od tafaa ajenAw; vin air bnwta,«B<L 
yoetre in coaipa ra tiral y. fcaaoy sraety; all axe in better 
raansar tkan they wete before; chikliMi aercx sintfer aa-i 
fiercely from eea-iiabneas; and ibm little ti 



onancMUiDMauKKa^aaBdartbeir company M pfeaaaat asset 
mw on abtna. 

72. During die tiawibat y»a aw mi board,, iadidte»if ymc 
heeeeJHn paasonaer, ia w little familiarity u poaati^.-KUfai 
tba-eaqrtain : bafaa to act apan the Aa mic an. a l i o (afamyat 
cpol, MnttRdl*); you wot mt final ham noaah diapoaadj ■ 
ta talk, aad very aaieiy. wiH be do any tiiug te gareeyaa- 
ofienoe; but, bewwr well you may lib bin, and amnr 
good tempered be -may be, it fa beat to aaeid great faanium- • 
rity, fai, reooHect y«H are bound "to -each other's company 
fat daetaoyaga? ye* caaaeenr be inst a fan yards aaad*«r;s 
oaalrtjeearoobed wand ofcliteratea wsakaaf aJaaba a a jB aaae. 
sack word laadata aaotber, and that ma j becaara •*, pain 
s^bee* aright haaabnai a wy^araa* peeaeura. Sawragav- 
p aaa a aaaMwaaatdnOida,(taaB»r iritb regard ta ^cauaaki;) 
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but they might be in- great danger with regard *> to* 
sailors, to' whom they should if possible, never speak, except 
in case of absolute necessity. Talking with them interrupts 
them in their business ; you can gain no useful ' informoiioft 
from them; none but the cook can render you any real 
service, and him you will pay as before directed. 

73. Now, it U a great question very frequently, whether* 
man; in middling, or rather low circumstances, should go in 
the steerage or the cabin. Much must depend here on- the. 
way of Me of the patty ; on the way of life which he has 
chalked out for himself, and particularly on the disposition-, 
age, and state of health of bis wife, if he have one. ' For 
& single man, farmer, or mechanic, the steerage is really as 
good as the cabin, and.in some respects, batter. The freak 
meat consisting of pork fed in the long boat ; of mutton 
from sea-sick sheep, with eyes as white as those of whit- 
ings ; of turkeys and fowls that are never killed until at the 
point of death; and of ducks and geese that would not die, 
indeed, but that will be poor as a dog-horse: this ■ ■fresh > 
meat is miserable stuff, and, therefore, yon have, id ■ facr> i 
every thjng in the steerage which you have in the cabin, if 
yon take pmper pains to lay in the stores.' - Neatn' tongues, 
recently salted, are excellent things: during the whole of 
my last voyage, 1 never tasted any other meat, though there 
was fresh meat for a considerable part of the voyage. Little- 
cakes of bread baked by the cook, these nests' tongaes, now 
and then an egg, washed down by water, or by tea or coffee 
(for I then used the slops,) were my diet during the voyage. - 
It was not long, to be sure, but I landed in health just the . 
tame as that with' winch I set sail. If a mart hare a : 
thousand pounds, or two, ox more to take out with hint, and, > 
if the whole'of his family be healthy and strong; if hi*: 
business have been that of carpenter, mason, farmer, or 
even shopkeeper; and if ho be hale, tad moderately young, 
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the steerage may W the inost proper place for hint. Supposing 
him to have ft wife and four children, the expense of a,j 
cabin passage would be about £150; while a passage in the. 
steerage for the tame persona would be, for the passage, 
alone, only about £16 ; tad a* to the provisions, if the; 
coat £12, then would be a superabundance, and that part 
which would be left would be by no meaaa to be thrown 
away, all being of a durable kind; to (hat the steerage 
page would coat £22, which rnakee£l28 difference, Here, 
tbeaf are fire hundred and seventy -six dollar*, and if you 
turn back to the letter of Mr. Fullagar, letter B, you. 
will find that, in the neighbourhood of the town of Uxica* , 
a good farm, with housebuildings, orchard, and all, an to be 
bought for two thousand dollars. T**w,-£76 dollars are ann 
than a quarter of that Bun: and, in letter No. 2 you will. 
find that John Hard eh had got a good house to rent, a 
garden with ninety-two rods of ground, with fruit trees, for 
25 dollar* a year.. Take these at twenty-fire years'. pur- 
chase, and they amount to 625 dollar* ; to that you would, 
save enough to bay a place like .this,. all but 49 .dollars.: 
I do not recommend such flaring if it be attended with great . 
additional Buffering to your wife ; bat if she, upon a view 
of all the circura stance sr- upon a fair representation; of the 
matter, can be brought to give her consent, what is the in- 
convenience for six weeks, when it is to be repaid by " a 
good house, and garden, ninety rods of ground, and some, 
fruit trees;'' and these too, be it observed, your own clear 
property, wholly untytbed, and nearly untaxed. The 
steerage is, in point of safety, equal to the cabin i, they am 
both ia the same ship ; one cannot sink without the other, 
and, indeed, neither ever- sinks any more than towns aw 
lost by earthquakes in England : they are oeva perfect equa- 
lity in this respect, and, as to your being, kept from going 
on. die -quarterdeck, and -being-looked .upon- by the cabin 
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pMWUguiii a» «b hrferier, « .an, or « wormm, «rt» ism 
tMnk any thing'** Asm, Me trholly toft for enjoying tin 
Mattings to ■nemo M which *ey have wnuevtajmi -the 



' 7*. WAUbto tewd yuo shouM poy peat attention to *e 
nlnnpi of year vrffe : «s far ymraelf, yon amt ^getovw 
them as Jim «*n; but itVffl be BOCeasary J for you to be 
ready en all (WflWMUl to aSlay her fears, and to Cheer her 
up. The howling of 'Atf wind through the snromfci of th» 
ship.; the Hidden caffing itp the hands «n the dnrik m H 
desk -night; the -mttliog open the deck by the fWfingrf- 
ropes and the hand pikes ; *e tnampfcjog of thejfoet of 
the sailor*; #he bawhrrg of theepeekiagtranipet, tottverame 
the inuiog «f the ■wind, and *!» dohsftS answer of the 
aaJbraiu thesfeioodi, in a tone of voice jimt the contrary of 
tiatflf obeeriag: 4a times 'Hire these, be you very wMcUhf, 
very attentive ; >teB her It ie nwthtnv, ; go wpwn ■detk, Jf yen 
csn,:aad if yeu cannot, cheer Iter by teffing tire troth 1 
awfeetbc be»t*f thema«CT, at snyratw; fcr Df. Pai.it 
•aid AW it is not lying to tell a madwao falsehood in &rdw 
Wipreventlmn frona doing' loiBchief; and ften I ear MM it 
ia net lying for yon, while yen pat your wrfeVcheelt, and : 
affect-to Jaagh, yau telf her <thwt the captain eaysthsit there 
it »ot the least danger, and thai the ship » going -on at a 
faraoa* rate/ though, perhaps, that fee has te3d yon. to -get 
dona betam, and keep oat of the way «f bite Md Ms men, 
and ha«igivBnjou no sort of answer tw you* rnquiries abast 
dangers. The -d anger*, when tkny happen to take pltaee,. 
anv in bet, very soon ewer in general ; yea lawgh «t what 
ahnaeedyoa, and yeu have prevented yoarrtife from being 
veryatowtt nlemed, and th«tis-adntybyao>irt5ar>'i.*0' : b8 
nenteoted 5 bet aierays *»ar ia avtud tbat, ia every part of An 
etdpfthandangflf is shoeatm. 

S4V <^d»ns ••», if Aey h»«jr-uej|«Weaftiej|«dbnkahn, 
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oraM mndrnaurf «tfa*ra wke* aVeyaabW ft. ansa*. MAM 
i»9!»Q»J,«I>«jmUjtflb«ff be.gnlt; «(AflnM%fti^w 
ha** fafMBOr * 'F Mt efleot, wt -only upon ifeir mi»ea, 
be* irpen tbair hoeVa. The oh, m tofawriaiona, is giauiu' 
i» <tb* *ng« thtn in she cabin. The «wking pence, 
called the taiioo$t, is for the whato ebip.and -yon, if in the; 
■ t WWIgH muetaew yeur Ojyortoaity wfcea the poti ana ether) 
things tw al ien g aged . ¥eii mnityeujBidf be cook,«Kcap& 
ae before *Jtoopted, in the case erf the use of the -brandy; 
hrttle, wbieti bntar meat be fcrye in prapantiae to th#. 
Mwnber of jour itmuif, end the frequency of yonr cuKnarj" 
psBfEiraaioaa. I ba*e before mentioned a large baa; «f 
biecuiWof the heal wnnlitj-^uni-fresh nuida, whicfa I regent, 
aa&atore against ahact allowance and famine, float, M 
its- F&rJoua sradea of me, fine and excellent flour, it tbe : 
g*ent reasuree. Apples, excellent, refreshing ; and apple 
paddings a*e easily made. Your wife will sit frp in hen 
berth, kif ery tongh we*tber,«id inabe tbe paddings in a larger 
tra pan, -which yea ought to tale out for tbe jmnpoee. The 
ope*: will bail then fa-yon; he -will bake -or broil sabes Sw.- 
JWM, and bailing' water w all that you want. far tbe aaspa. «f 
aariotts detcripsianB, Goad, 'dariae; una etaHtckness, ia; 
pretty nearly an dint yon want. Plenty of tin thingi to 
bold fen, eojfce, pnaed, -nutter, fin glass and crockery ware 
■Mat Jtt smashed to pieaea. Yon watt want no cookery of 
' meat, saoee* the breilingof a raaber, or tbe boiling of a. 
ban, or df a bit of baean. Wha* these Suasxx people; 
me«r* by *<ip,i do iiotiknowj. thoegh I anppone at. to be: 
gflnel; Ink *ne geeat .flung- ii o> awid, when ycarr stomach: 
i» good, to make tfbadagana, by ownloarintg with any thing; 
it being naiao mioh tbe nature »f ; rhartUng, aa the qaeueitf> 
o/it ' . 

..3fc iTnaw, ia unatantoaj whack, enough, it may afswetv 
t»*». *■••«*, ia, fleperthefa** artrnlij ati jeer. nUeotion j. 
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and it is this, nottosbow, white you are on board, an extm> 
aordinary degree of anxiety for the termination of the voyage : 
endeavour to feel this anxiety as little ai you can J be thiaav 
ing less about the voyage than about what you are to 
do after it is over. Eternal questions to the captain about" 
the latitude and longitude in which be is; about the vmy 
that he has made, and about the time when he- tuhites 
that the ship will arrive ; these are all very disagreeable to 
him and Ids mate ; who will not like you (tie cabin pas*; 
senger) for seeming to be in such indescribable haste to get 
out of their company. They like the ship: they can see 
Ho reason for disliking her ; they know lier to be the best' 
piece of stuff that ever swam upon the water; they look 
upon the cabin as a paradise ; and think what yon will of 
the matter, they will like you none tile better for ex-- 
pressing, by fair implication, your dislike of their ship and ! 
their company. And, as to you (steerage passenger,) han't : 
not the poor sailors with your questions of the same sort -i 
for they, instead of wishing the voyage to be short, altfays ! 
wish it to be long; and, instead of wishing for fair weather 
and smooth seas, always wish the former to be moderately 
foul, and the latter moderately rough ; and are never so 
happy as when tied by ropes to' the bulwarks for fear of 
being washed overboard, and when alt the sails and yards 
are taken down and stowed away, and when the' masts are 
lowered to the lowest possible -point Tied to the bulwarks,' 
they sing like birds in a shrubbery. But, if it be only a 
gale of wind, they are at work in the shrouds, and in- 
cessantly pulling and hauling ; if a fair wind, and gentle 
breeze, or even stiff breeze, and fine over head, or if it be a 
calm without rain, there is plenty of work for them, mend- 
ing ropes, mending sails, putting things to rights below, 
washing and scraping the decks ; in short, they are at work. 
So that their interests induce them to wish precisely for 
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that, wind and weather which you dislike, and to wish for 
a long voyage while you wish for & short one. The-captain, 
and he only of the whole of the ship's company, wishes for 
a short voyage, which saves him provisions in the cabin ; 
and be being paid by the voyage, and not by the day. . 

77. The best way is, not to pester any of them with 
questions, and not to seem impatient even if you be so. 
When you approach the land, and get sight of it, it it 
better not to express (for indeed you cannot, if you would) 
the pleasure that you will feel. The women and children, 
especially the former, will express enough upon this subject 
for themselves and you too. Take it all patiently ; let the 
ship come quietly to anchor ; and be in no hurry to get upon 
the shore. . Give no money for it : the ship will bring yon 
to the edge of the wharf at the next tide, or the next tide 
but one, and then take your family and things on shore 
without any expense worth speaking of, and save yourself 
the expense of boats, from which I verily believe more 
accidents arise, on an average, than from the ships them* 
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On ihejirst Si*p* tat* taken a* lunoliny.. 



T8. X am 1 speaftrag «f Kfir Yo-kk, though T suprmse it is 
-pretty nearly the same- in aH other sea-ports ; but New 
Tork ia the great part of nil, and I nta better acquainted 
: With it than- with any other, r am to suppose you to land 
•without knowing any person fti that c%; This is not Ate 
'case, 1 dare say, rn one -half of the instances, there brfhg 
em-h numbers- of English people in that city-, and in that 
state ; but I ant to suppose this, and then I am to inform 
you, that there are not inns and public houses in the 
, cities, to which people go for the purpose of lodging; but, 
instead of these, places called boarding houses, where people 
board and lodge for so much per week. There are hotels, of 
a very grand description, one of them I believe, far surpass- 
ing any one in England, not only in size and elegance, bat 
in expense of entertainment too. These places, however, are 
out of the question with every one who has not got handfufa 
of money to fling away. The boarding houses are of all 
grades, from twenty dollars per week for one person, down 
to four: I hare never heard of any less than that. At 
these houses, the parties are lodged and boarded, without 
any trouble at all to themselves; and they are kept, I might 
■ay, without an exception, by persons of unquestionably 
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goad chuTMtet. The ««al» an. Draught t* erne, gram*] 
tabid, three time* a, d^; and the- variety! and pleats; Me 
«uery whw» pntty muth the* soma:; tb« nan, and. nfcyte, 
and mtuuMtfi «oartutHttiig all the. dir&renr* batmen, toe 
highest asd lowest. 

79. It wowid h» prud«it &r you, wiet&ftr cabin «r ejt a ai 
age passenger, if yon bam a family, 01 evea * wife, ta ap 
on-shore yourself, first, ud l»ok foi and fix am a bearding 
house to go to. Tber*. generally are, E balieme, boarding 
house keepers of rather. Jaw description that, i* to, gay, 
whoso Wardiag. is at tow- priee, ta coiiie 00 board of ships 
which her* (HHipaote on beard, to engage them to go: m 
their houses ; but it iebetter to-gi>. and examine far youMeJF. 
When yew bam fiaed upon the>pfenJ8„yau>«;«lr a.c*ad! ina 
minute, git*, the stan the number of the boarding annas, 

- bid the- ship, the- sails and the rigging, all SaiewcH, ami 
trudge off to the house with your family. The- enstsaat- 
house officers-will leefe as yon* hnaj and trunks, but will 
give, you, but very lktie trouhje, and yow will, see, ten the 
first- time in your life, parsons acthtg under the; govern- 
ment, polite «nd, respectable* be your drew a* nieftti as: It 
HMJ. 

80. Na*w, you may bar* to remain seme little- tamo ia 
New Yuajc ; and, if you. be. janner, shopkeeper, ,Qr> e*y 
person in the .middle rank, af life, ta whom it was as object 
tosa™tha 5J6.duUa*si» the affair. of. the- pelage, itwrust 
also be, an object not only, to sava ha ranch money as pesaiWe 
i» the baawUns;;. but to gat to a cheaper, placa- a* stsnai 
COBW>aiflnt;,e)«a bs£oflejOK- take: any atoue.for aattlkagt A 
kbonraK„« -aaajdie**,; settles, by getting viarit; that in bis 
Battlement,; and hamlet me give every snob man. om piaoe 
of advice, Tuioj men, a,tai&r. and a, oeUar raaiar, vena 
amongst these, steerage > jaseengets.. that went out. in tbe 
•ww ship- with me* the, bait, time] I west, to .ftjnerie*., la 
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•boot a 'mouth after I bad -been in Long Island, they dime 
to see me; and, perceiving them to-be itill as meanly 
.dressed as. they, were upoagolng from tbe ship, I ashed 
them what lb oy bad been doing? They said they bad bets 
doing nothing: I was surprised, and asked them whether 
-people had left off wearing coats, and horses, harness. They 
said no; bat they could not get as high wagei as -others 
get.. I found that each couid bare got a dollar and a half 
ft day, that is to »ay, 6j. 9d. a day, English money, or 
.forty abilliDgs and six pence a week ; and that they could 
have boarded even at a boarding house for eighteen shil- 
lings a week: and M very decent private houses for fifteen. 
I am here speaking of English ■ money. I advised them to 
go by all means, and accept of the terms offered by the 
masters; and told them that, at any rate, I had nothing to 
.bestow upon men, who could, if they would, clear their 
teeth, and save26*. 6d. a week, 

81. Now,' the sensible, and even the just, thing, is, for a 
man to go to work at once, for whatever wages he can get. 
■No man will offer him so Kttle that ho cannot live well by 
his work, and save- money too. When be has once got a 
footing, when be has got a little bag of dollars, which be 
may have in a short time, if he will, he can look abroad, he 
can move about, be can change his place, and do, in short, 
as theSussEX emigrants have done. 

: ' 82. With regard to men In the middle rank of life, and 
especially those who have families, tbe advice ' which would 
sait those with a considerable sum of money would not be 
suitable to those who have a small. sum ; such as have this 
small sum ought to go to the cheap boarding house, for, if 
there be tbe man, the wife, and tbe^fonr children, the ex- 
pense would varyfrom eighty dollars a week to sixteen. Cer- 
tainly the man with little money will prefer the sixteen ; and, 
as to his wife, she will, if he talk reasonably to her, choose 
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the cheap house ; especially the living there will be the 
most abundant she has ever seen. Persons with more 
money may go to a dearer house if they please ; but still 
the scale' ought to be kept as low as it can well be made, 
since the money thus saved will purchase so much of solid 
property. 

' 83. But, unless New Your be to be your final destina- 
tion, it will be well to quit as soon as convenient ; for, why 
should the money be wasted by lingering here ? No intel- 
ligent man, whether tradesman or farmer (for gentlemen 
another set of observations will he necessary) will be' in 
New Tohk three days, without getting information from 
as many Englishmen as he pleases. No one will have an , 
interest in deceiving him; every one will communicate 
freely with him : every one would wish him well add 
advise him accordingly to the best of his knowledge ; but, 
there is this to be guarded against, every man has his 
partialities as to place : if he like a certain place he thinks 
that all. others ought to like it: if he prefer a certain line 
of business, he is apt to think that it ought to be preferred 
by every other man;' for, you will observe, that there is ho 
rivalship there: no man wants another man's land, or 
another man's business. 

84. If you find a situation to suit you, and have the 
means to purchase a farm, or set up a shop; go to it at once, 
and thus prevent the waste of money. ■ If not, remove to 
the country as soon as you can, where the board and lodging 
is not in boarding bouses, but in taverns, and, still better, in 
farm houses-, where, generally speaking, they are ready 
enough to take in lodgers and boarders. Here you can 
wait at a little expense ; and, while the wife and children 
remain quite safe from all thieves, robbers, and every ev9- 
Cainded person, you can traverse the country, 'having re- 
lieved yourself from the expeasea of Nlw York. While 
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you remain in that populous and elegant city, yonr wife and 
daughters, if you have any of the latter, will begin to change 
their dress. The pretty things mentioned in letter 10, by 
Majiy Jane Watson, once of Sedlescomb, will bo 
very pleasing to their eyes; and, as the expense is so 
trifling, there is no reason that they should not be indulged 
in this matter. If they have been restricted to rotten cottons 
in England, how gladly will they exchange them for 
gowns', and crapes, and shawls, from China ; and, when 
they walk along the main street of New York, that 
solid and beautiful street, compared with which, the 
miserable plaster of Regent Street is beggarly, they will, 
like the Sussex emigrants, bless God for bringing them to 
America ; and will say, with Mart Jane Wi&tsoh, that 
" it was the best thing that father ever did for .his family." 
The indulgence, even of their full desires in this respect, 
would cost nest to nothing when compared with the cost of 
things here. This is not a tiling to.be neglected by any 
means; for it will tend te reconcile the wife to the country j 
it will furnish her with a comparative argument in favour . 
of the change ; every time ehc looks at the American drops, 
she will not fail to whisper to herself the fact, that she 
must have lived and died in England, and never possessed 
such things. 

85. When you remove bo the country, as a temporary 
residence, she will perceive, to her astonishment, that a 
f ar mer's) a shopkeeper's, an artisan'*, and even .a Iaboucexn 
wife, new.r trudge on foot, even for a single mile, to visit 
her friends and neighbours. She will find people quite 
ready to carry bet and children about in their gigs, -or light, 
waggons ; and ehe will every where find, that eke k .received 
with as much cordiality as one of the family:; and the : 
mora destitute she appears to he of friends and acquaint- 
ances, the more she will find aaoh to' flock abort her. 
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LETTER VIII. 

On the may .to proceed to get a Farm or a Shop, to 
settle in Business, or to set yourself down as a» inde- 
pendent Gentleman, 



436. I 9H A 11 speak first of Ate farmer ; but, before ; I d0 
ttat, let meMppon lbe-cMe «f a farm er, who is able to 
werk and wbo hu little money ; ami let me wppeee the 
mane of ft tailor, shoemaker, carpenter, or other handi- 
eraft business. Koueh & man have 'little money, not enough 
to purebasea farm worthy of the name ; and «t the same 
time somewhat appro aebtftg Cowards a sufficiency, hia beet 
way is lojmrehase, or rent, a soiuhle placo to lUe in with 
his family, and to go to work himself for Home other 
■aaa. We^oVthot John Watscn, after recovering from 
illness, «at ■ te work, and that his wife, though with a grow- 
jng (ajntiy, took i«*ewMig, and- thatpreserrtly they had two 
sons, swsicalrea, and nine pigs. 'We Sod 'him, at a later 
ptttfd, wfeh'A'fiml, whidhhe had tarnedia a year and six 
laostbe, t lmskfci Jkespiog his -family. Hia farm >was not 
great, to be *vre 5 bat he had Warned h, and kept his 
fawifiy too. The, daughters; if eleven or twelve- years' 
of age, and street;, ahoaM fa out to help, as it ie called, 
said the 'beat of (employers "would 'be happy to have Asm. 
Use sasse'v*** tesjafd en<shefaoys, The expense tff living 
\m*m m w a tt si sMttsig ; a*d» tfaiMa bid wish ably two 
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oi three hundred pounds, the addition to the Bum soon 
enables him to purchase a farm. In the meanwhile he may 
farm an shares, as is mentioned in Letter No. 18. There 
his industry and skill have their full reward : he is a farmer 
at once ; and nothing but want of health (which will de- 
pend in a great measure upon himself) can prevent him 
from being in that happy state, so finely described- in the 
letter Cof Mr, Theophihts Fowls. 

87. The artisan should do the same if he' have not 
money to begin his trade at onee ; and it would be an ad- 
vantage to him, too; for, amongst brother workmen he would 
get thoroughly acquainted with all the customs of the 
country. With regard to the shop-keeper, who knows 
How to do nothing else but to keep aiiop, -and yet has not 
money to set up a shop, which is there called a store, he, 
if not an old man, could help in the shop of another. . If he 
be willing to work at any thing, hie little stock of money 
must increase, and if stoTe-keeping continue tq be his taste, 
he will soon find the means of keeping stores; for new 
scenes for doing this are continually opening ; an increase 
of people and of produce, naturally and inevitably demand 
an increase of stores. 

88. If the farmer have the means of purchasing a farm at 
once, he will, of course, proceed to get it ; and I advise bin* 
to see many places, and to make full and minute inquiries 
before he establish himself: but, by no mesas to go to back. 
woods of new settlements, for which Americans are fien- 
fectly well qualified, and for which Englishmen ate .wholly, 
unqualified. Men are tempted by the cheaptust, as, it is 
called-, of land ; but if they examine well, they will. And 
that every acre of land (beyond the imssediate vicinity of 
towns) bears a prioe pretty exactly prapOttioaed to tUn 
price of produce, taking all the article* together, Let ate 
beg the farmer's attention to this,. The price of flour,. tad 
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of some other articles, do not appear to vary much between 
Utica and New York ; bat thtre in a great difference 
between the price ri turkeys, ducks, fowls, and geese, at 
Utica and'Ntw York, to which Mr. Fullaoar might 
have added, apples, peaches, fruit of all torts, together with 
melons, water-melons, squashes, and various other things, 
which,' at Utica, can be hardly worth raising, and which, 
at New York, fetch, thoagh at a low price, from the great 
quantity and the ready market, a great deal of money. Be- 
sides this, the wood, which at Utica sells from two to two 
Ud a half dollars a cord, sells, on an average, at about 
Seven dollars at New York ; and every farm in America 
consists partly of woods. Cider, Mr. Full aga r tell* us, 
'sella thirty-two gallons from 75 cents to a dollar ; that is to 
sfty, thirty -two* gallons for about 3*. 6a*. English money, which 
n) very little more than a penny a gallon. At and near New 
York it sells for about seven times the price ; so that, 
though it ia cheap enough even there, I do not know that 
this is precisely the price at Nbw York now; but it is 
manifest that an orchard at Utica is a very different thing 
■from' an orchard at twenty or thirty miles from New 
York. We see, by Mr. Full a gar's letter (letter O, 
that mutton and veal were, in the month of January, three 
cents a pound' at Utica ; that Is to say, three halfpence 
English ; but, by number 1*>, we find that mutton was two 
or three English pence, a pound at New York, or at Brook- 
lyn, which is the tame thing. We find that pork, which 
was iis cents a pound at Utica, was tight cents, or fejir 
Englisb pence a pound, at New York, or Brooklyn. 
The difference between the two sorts of pork at the two 
places is not so great as the difference between the two sorts 
of fresh meat at the two places ; and we .find butter and 
eheeae at New York pretty nearly a» dear me in England, 
"whale at Utica thta butter is fourteen centij or strenpence 



-.Google 



M6 * BMIQ**TlO»* [LfcSTCm 

KagJiaa,. ui tk» cheat* aorta aftnts* at threcpaaa* ha**- 
penay English; and please to obserre, #heo Mr. Fui-fcAOnil 
wrote, lie spoke of the English prices which b» Heft behind 
Mia, which must Harp been those of afetfabtht! year 18S& 

89. 8b- that, if joii look at the great differeae* in tkh 
price of all the** perishable commodities; and etpeoia% if 
yea take into* poultry, which is ofte great parVof th* pea* 
duoeof&fatm near-Ntw Youk, where a goose eellr fer 
fifty cents instead of twenty-fire coats ; aad where a turkey 
of tea pounds, sella for nWEnglish shillings instead af see- 
ing at three, Mat Unci. If you take this into riew, yon 
will find that the 87 acre* of land, with the building* de- 
scribed by Mr. Follagak, which, in the neighbourhood 
of Utica, could be bought for 2000 dollars, waald'be 
worth 4000 dollars if as near to New York ; aad certainly 
a great deal more, if yoa take into view the probability af 
using it for the purpose of country houses ; bat it Would be 
worth 4000 dollam, eren if placed within 20 or 30 miles tjf 
New York, still carrying, of oouwe, its intrinsic «JuaStY 
along with it. 

90. The price of the prod nee of a farm, is not all that fe 
to be taken into consideration here; there is the pries af 
the articles which are to b» purchased by the family, and 
which generally come from citiea and towns aiseated on the 
edge of tbe sea ; or from manufacturing place* whiah ate 
almost all near the aea. Tea, sugar, coifeo, all articles**" 
great coaaumptioa, hardware, crocVaiy watt, and irumeseah 
other things, together with all the articles of clothing, ex- 
cept tbe making- of them ; all these era- of mesh-iswer price 
when broaght to a farm at about 30 at 96 msas fwan J*n»* 
York, than they can be when earned te> & dmtanW fine 
that e£UTl(.M. Th^ethmg* ought tolte cwneeareeV; «** 
the farmer, Were he purtmasen, win ** #ea> *a mahr iaa 
ejaanea raspecthas than. Whim he hw ' pat,tW; rsnaairlaa* 
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farm peprsue* a* any tiogvoi pliia; and the prise of 
too articles wanted to be purchased, h« will fiod that be 
bat the nuu of deciding with precisian' on which o£ the 
twa B|»Ui8moet adTttntegecusita Ujouthia money. He 
will alio take iato view the relative facility of procuring 
stack for bis farm ; the relative price of waggon*, carts, awl 
other naplements, nut leaving wholly out of ins view, the 
coareaiesice or iaconv enienc.a of miliar toads, and water carp 
riag«; the >ature of the soil and situation u te-heakh ; and, 
lastly, ha will set. a due value on the nature of the neigh- 
bourhood;, and well Mosiaer whether it be each as is 
likely tq afiord an agreeable intercourse between his family 
and himself, and those by whom he is surrounded. Having 
determined upon the spot, and fatten up his residence, the 
sooner he fiets acquainted with his neighbours the better for 
him; asd he will do well to bear in mind, that they know 
the country better than he, and that he ought jiot to deriace 
hastily from their mode of cultivation, management, par* 
dinting and selling. 

91. If a tradesman, by which I mean tailor, shoemaker, 
carpenter, and the lake, have the means of setting up in 
business at once, he ought also to look well about the 
country ;■ go to several towns and villages; make die same 
inquiries as to prices in his way, as the farmer wiM have 
made in his; and when be has fixed upon. the spot, begin 
in o small -way at first; glv* the thing a trial without much 
outlay : keep a part or? bis property hi roserre, sill, the re- 
tains from his first undertakings coma in. 

92. $hopkeepu)g is, in America, a storC'keepimj. In New 
York, Philadelphia, and such places, the stores are 
much about like our shops in London, and other great towns : 
tan is sold- atone, sugar at another) doth at another, and 
an on. But the- country; store, or a stow in a, smalltown, 
cantatas srery thing usually sold in shops ; from, a ball of 
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string to a large fishing-net, awl- from a pin to a spade or 
shovel. ' Sugar and all groceries, hardware, crockery ware, 
•ilk, cotton, linen and woollen goods, all sold at the same 
place. Batter, cheese, eggs ; the several sorts of flour or 
meal, and even of corn and grain; and all the sorts of 
drink, are sold at the store. A man with money to begin 
with may be -a storekeeper immediately. We see by 
letter No. 14, that James Parses has taken a shop at 
Albany. It was a small one, to be sure, not having re- 
quired more than 200 dollars to set it up ; bu% the truth in, 
that there is an opening for stores at mo it every where ; and 
this must be the esse where the population and the pro- 
dace of the land are continually increasing. There is 
no considerable store-keeper in America who does not, 
if he live in a great town, keep a horse and gig; and if 
in the country, a little light waggon, sometimes drawn 
by one horse, and sometimes by two. To the store ha 
generally adds some land for cows and horses, and not 
unfrequently he is farmer at the same time. He gene- 
rally deals for ready money, or nearly such ; and a much* 
happier life it is not easy to conceive. Large farmers very 
frequently keep stores, and this is the case in every part 
of the country wherever I hare been. There is a great 
profit upon the goods retailed ; and this must necessarily 
be the case, where labour and interest of money are go 
high; for, if the profits were not great, the store-keeper's 
time would be better employed in common labour on the 
land, or in some trade ; and, if he did not get high profits 
for the use of money, his money would be better employed 
by being lent on mortgage, or other sufficient security. No 
exciseman comes to rummage his store; no exchequer ter- 
rifies bim out of his senses : here is an opening for maltsters, 
brewers, for men of every calling ; and, in short, if a man 
cannot do well here : he can have neither industry, nor any 
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■-one 'of those qualities necessary to the thriving in' trade. 
-No parson, do tax-gatherer, come* to worry him : he keeps 

his gains to himself and bis family, and takes as much or 
. little of toil as he likes. 
. 93. We now come to a man who has the means of Irving, 

and alto for providing for his family without either farm, roe- 
, cha'nical trade, store, or mercantile pursuit ; a man who can . 

not only keep his family well, but who can provide for their 

■ living io the same manner after he is dead. I shall suppose 
.such a man to possess £10,000; not much of a sum ; but 
< quite a sufficiency for any man. £10,000 are 45,000 dol- 
lars; the legal interest of money io the state of New York 
is seven per cent. ; and this can always be had on land se- 
curity. In countries that are flourishing, the interest of 
money must necessarily be high ; because, as I had observed 
in the case of the shopkeeper, the labour being high, other 

i things must be high in proportion ; the profits of trade must 
be high ; and, as trade is carried ou by money, the rent of 
money must be high. The interest of, the 45,000 dollars 
-would, therefore, be 3150. We have seen the price of houses 
; in" the couiitr y. near Utica ; and, suppose them to be three 
times the price at a distance of tenor fifteen miles from New 
: York; and suppose the gentleman's house to be four times 
-as good, or ten times as good as that which Mr. Full agar 
-describes as fit for his friend ; even that amounts to only 

■ 160 dollars a year for house rent. However, let us suppose 
land along with tte house, and a sufficiency of land for gar- 

. dens, paddock, fields for corn, with stables, with orchards, 

- and with .every thing else necessary to an easy, a happy, ' 
and even an elegant life, the whole of this might be had for 

,4 or 500 dollars a year. Six servants, out-doors and in, 
three maids and three men, would take in wages about 450 

.■dollars a year more ; suppose there to be six in family be- 
sides the servants, the gentleman, his wife, two sons, and 
» 5 
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*wo'daBgt**« i ud:su0p«tt4w»>ar*faf nonet arid thrt*«r 
f««*««fwitii Wfa^t,*. pwisiso«t>f tfawhanetv . drialei*- 
duded,, takiag Into. *iew tiie,pii»tlljc« *f tfc* laad, )*•»*) 
would come almost all the meat of srtry'rtwt, sod oil tie 
-regftabla* vad froit; thensdatoiKMe of thisfansSj, accept 
dstiaiua;, oottM netosat, it. wwrid ha hnfawriMe fo »amW4t 
cost, mm* than 6tm dolfara ar year. CarrJasj*^ chiliniaja;, 
eritenaiaments, theveiy b«t thit cosWb* gives*; naeiaati 
wildfaftl ia'andless «l)undaniBe;'e»aT7)jbkingoosia notaialfe 
tJte. eoepeo»e» ■ of this fiafiiilj eitteeri- about 2, WW dollawa 
year; so that, there Would be 1,086 dotlara a year sweat to 
go on to> make the iofrtune of earn chant equal, in. tima, to 
that of dae lafbc*. I am seppMffig tfaii. gentleman, lotted 
dowimpon LowoIiLASn,2e*«es*bmN*wTork4 The 
faatiif wants* society, as it is calWi, aad> cannot they haae 
it? To New YoKKwawdeot'ltw&riaim, 'upo* a-raailtfa 
smooth aa yourfcasd. In diners other diMctionii.it si jn»t as 
good; youairthen ia two bouts ; ana what can atty'igea- 
tlomaii want more than New Yob.k ? ' HovKtaj Coast* «f 
Justica, Musev'ms, Pictb RirGAXtsaat*, Great Soon- 
SSUlrttt** ahapa, Public LIbrarim, PiayhoUseS; 
and, in short, a* ovar 'stoek of all- state of amoaeaitatB atai 
of fineries, with the must beauMafal streets and shape ill tie 
woiid, aad withoot a single befcgw, psUte prostitut*, ptsfc- 
pocket, or Jew; and with aro*d to be trailed, far * -the*. 
s&nd nights between your house and the oity, wit ho at 1 so 
orach as over hearing hinted to you the idea, of a idbber. 

94. If : aaj man or family can ask ft* mote than thk} if 
they hafc the conscience te ask tot toon than this, thty owdt 
to perish with hunger, or, at thoTeryfeaat, tA-dss bemmtavan 
England. Beairtifni coaches made at New X0Rk<; gig*i, 
cunielaky hackney coaches, not like the beggeily thengsaoen 
i* London, bed Isukmg: tike gentlemen's carriages. And, 
aba.ll any body pJfctend to ray that this is not a cotttUyfor 
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a gentleman to lire in ? There s^e-iuen of science in abun- 
dance, and famous men, too : in short there Is every thing, 
out the pulling off of the hat and the making of the bow, 
and the power of being insolent and haughty with impunity. 
I wish to be a little more particular with regard tu these ex- 
pends. I am supposing a house, stables, and other neces- 
sary places, and a farm of about twenty or thirty acre* of 
arable land, with tea or fifteen of pasture besides the orchard. 
■Now, I »ay that, at twenty miles from New York, all these 
can be had for 500 dollars a year. If he lay down part of 
tta £10,000 in the purchase of them, he would not' have 
the 500 dollars a year to pay ; but then his income would 
lie, 2,650 dollars a year to spend or save. Labour is high ; . 
1>ut I allow three men servants at 100 dollars a year each, 
and three women servants at 50 dollars a year each, their 
wages, then, amount to 450 dollars a year ; and if you allow 
'another hundred' for a gardener it is 550 in wages for ser- 
vants. Now, -this land and these servants are not to be kept 
to do nothing. Milk, batter, eggs, poultry, pork, bacon, 
■mutton, Iamb, and some' veal would come off this farm. 
■Quite enough to keep thirteen persdoe, and seven visiters, aH 
the year round, except in the articles of beef, flour, groceries, 
and drink. If you allow a pound of meat for every day is 
the year to 20 people, it would not exceed 200 dollars, when 
Iwught at best hand ; but I wilt allow the .200 dollars: I 
will allow the pound of meat for each person, for every day 
in the year, exclusive of all the meat, eggs, butter, and. 
poultry produced upon -tba farm. Servants in America drink 
nothing but common spirits and water, or cider. We have 
aeen that cider is about a penny a gallon at Utica, but I 
■ suppose it to be seven-pence a gallon at New York. The 
orchard would produce you much more them enough ; but, 
without taking rt into the account at all, let hs suppose the 
o drink each of them half a pint of spirits every 
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day; this makes 319 gallons in a year, including women as 
well as men ; and these 319 gallons of spirits cost, according 
■ to Mr. Fullac.ar, 79 dollars. There remains drink for 
the family : I hope in God it will not be much ; but, they 
might be pretty jovially drunk, if I could suppose such a 
thing possible, at a very moderate expense. Brandy and 
rum (both foreign articles) were one dollar a gallon at Utica, 
and most be much cheaper at New York. I have seen a 
great deal of claret at New York, and very good, at a 
dollar and a half the dozen bottles; that is, 6s. 9d. the dozen. 
Madeira wine used to be, I think, about double that price ; 
but, suppose it all to be an English shilling a bottle, and sup- 
pose a thousand bottles to be drank in a year, and fifty gal- 
lons of brandy and rum, exclusive of cider and of the spirits 
drank by the servants, there then is 225 dollars a year for 
drink for the family and visiters. Now come the groceries, 
which must be monstrous indeed, with tea at 3s. a pound* 
and sugar at 5d., if they exceeded a 100 dollars a year. On 
clothes, and carriages and horses, and plays and balls, and 
" Virginia waters," any thing may be expended ; but, having 
got now 1054 dollars exclusive of interest of money, on 
the house and on the farm ; having provided for every 
thing exclusive of the clothes and the' playhouse money, and 
the book money and ball money; if that can exceed 596 
dollars a year, including the interest of money laid out for 
horses- and cows and pigs ; if that can exceed 596 dollars 
this family ought to perish. After that, then, there are & 
thousand dollars a year left to lay by to make each of the 
children, in due time, a fortune something approaching to 
that of their father, when his fortune shall be added to the 
savings, and divided amongst them. 

95. This is what may be done with £10,000 in America. 
Half the sum will of course do half as much ; and a quartet! 
of tie sum, which yields nearly 800 dollars in the year, is 
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enough for the independent maintenance of a deceit family. 
Two thousand fire hundred pounds, why it is the mere 
dregs of many a wasted fortune in England. Many a man 
- bos more than that after he has' become what is called a 
beggar ; and I say that at any village, not within a very 
short distance from New York, 800 dollars are sufficient to 
keep even a genteel family well, without any income other 
than that. One great advantage in America Is, that there 
is nobody' to overshadow men of moderate property; no 
swaggering', shining, tax-eating wretches to set examples of 
extravagance, pride, and insolence to your Bona and daugh- 
ters, who are brought up in the habit of seeing men esti- 
mated, not according to the show that they make, not ac- 
cording to their supposed wealth, net according to' what is 
called -birth, but according to the real intrinsic merit of the : 
party: this is a wonderful advantage : there are no dis- ' 
advantages that I know of: there are none that I call dis- 
advantages; but there mint be many and great disad- 
vantages to overbalance this one single advantage. 

96. As to sports of the field , as they are generally called,there 
is an abundance of them. ' Horse-races near all large towns : 
there are two racing places within 30 miles of New York ; 
and though the thing is not so showy as it is here, the horses 
are pretty nearly as good ; and, generally speaking, all sorts 
of horses in that .country are better than they are in this; 
and I never saw in that country the thing which we call in 
this country a poor horse ; very rarely indeed a blind horse ; 
and pretty nearly as rarely a horse with broken knees or 
wind. The troth is, that the easy circumstances in which 
men live prevent them pushing horses so hard; and when 
an accident happens to a horse, the same circumstances 
enable the owner to get rid of him at once by killing him. 
Of hunting, in our style; there can be very little, and, indeed, 
I never saw it at all but, take the whole together, shooting, 
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H 'totem, fir ■»!»«■ ufafc in BajmL 
"butt**," tai be . sure, to iihicfc efiemiiiate oraabnm ik 
atanra is «Wcbeay*Bd tttea letdown tipon boaaded epos* 
*o- waii aHlbn pw fa Ia*ai[rhMn thr anar-}n of tthegaj*; 
bT*ifiToahefitfor.th*«potf«ef the -field, y*u.fa*ve «^4> 
CMaxHerafcandann through . Jvirr >uC .AvxMTir; qoaik 
(•dleApMridgMrntMBtotha-aoutli) aui partridge* teamed 
fbtmvm atom to the.soath); ytm hare tbeae, which am 
eea^'Tjertridgeei^pheaeaafevtaw .third* too bus of aura 
prwiMly,ud7ba!hvrstbeH)aaffeKt«bunduecixitlbc&rid* 
will th* tnjods, from the Bionflw of Sbbtxkbeh to that of 
if *fcce,: botk iaclwira. On thai plain* -there an plovera id 
ateanda&ea, etarioa; twa«r thrae of tie nutnihaal jnantbsi; 
Mod daring the nine eeasoii gawM, in.mwli.qiiaiitkwa, i*a 
p«n«f KsvJsnsvr, iot Teiy diatant from Nbw Yoke:, 
that I ouoa ' saw, I) shoold think then wm, a hundred done* 
n one great •team-boot, or home-best, cwung the North 
rhrerfr<fBiNEirJER5ir toNj/W Ymx-. Geo tl ernes $o,a»d 
think it a^aye** treat to be permitted to go, throe or fear 
htntdred »iles toshaot grouse in the Hig Monde of Scotland, 
whither they here to carry their food an* drink, and steal 
their bed*, unlets they choose to lie upon tbB kether . At 
aiiraifMty or £fry; miles frolnNew York, and-aKulemet* 
thaa tee aome dutanee from Philadelphia, yen take too* 
itodoo, in a mc« vre!l-prortd*d Wmern, where you we eon- 
wriea tly .and cheaply prorided ; aadyuu.sally out audishoot 
p— ttQ you hare orer-loaded yoatt gig, or your Iifr^tt 
waggon. A*-Ser£*biag, whether with lh*e,aet, oroftetwiBev 
the ■sops and Variety are boaadlees. WM water ft wlnwst 
be eeught in the placet hi which they rseert. Wild guess- 
M&aqseBt enewgb ; bat wild dackl ant w abundant, that 
liters atairy time* *een a Hght waggsn Dearly- leaded wh* 
them,.goiiar/from r BEoeKtYN to New Yoit*r. The trathb; 
that the ftbandance of these b so great,'*** people *Jo we 
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set a high value upon them ; but if yon like duck shooting, 
here you have it during the whole of the winter months. 
So that, as to sports of the field, they are finer than they are 
here ; of greater variety, exclusive of the hunting and 
coursing; and are, at any rate, sufficient for the diversion 
and exercise of any man ; and this, too, without -any game 
laws ; without the smallest idea of trespass in the pursuing 
of these diversions ; jOMiotlt any aecessity of asking the 
leave of any body; and without any drawback whatever 
from these rational and health- preserving pleasures. I have 
here been speaking of the vicinity of Niw Tons ; it is 
much" about the same with regard'to" all, other .great cities 
and towns : there can be no very great difiereuce*other than 
that which arises from the difference in the soil, and the 
nature of the country as to water, woods, and so forth. 
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Ok the means of obtaining Education for Children, and 
literary and scientific Amusement and Knowledge for 
yourself. 



97, It m next to impossible to make people in England believe 
that the United States contain any establishments worthy of 
being called " learned." It is the business of lying travellers, 
to represent the people of that country as uncouth, unedu- 
cated, and illiterate; of all things illiterate. The truth is, 
however, that there are quite a sufficiency of really learned 
men, and the science of the country is proclaimed in some- 
thing better than books ; in the grandest canal in the whole 
world ; in bridges over rivers, more than a mile wide; in 
ship*, by far the finest and best the world has ever seen ; in 
steam-boats (an American invention) compared to which our 
very best are beggarly things; in pilot boats, several of 
which have crossed the Atlantic Ocean ! A feat never 
performed by any other nation, nor even attempted to be per- 
formed in a vessel of the same site : in every department of 
maritime affairs ; in house building ; in legislation ; in law ; 
in surgery and medicine ; in every science useful to man ; 
and, indeed, every'tcience cultivated by man, the Americans 
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are our equals : they have oar machinery as well as we j 
they hare our players (greater is their misfortune}. Id short, 
if we surpass them in some branches of literature and 
science, they surpass us in others. 

98. There are every where schools of all grades, just the 
same as in England, Our national schools, which are a sort of - 
begging concern, form hut a poor imitation of their public ' 
schools, one of which they have in every township, esta- 
blished hy lata, and supported by a tax. Then, for a higher 
order of persons, there are day schools, boarding schools, 
academies, every where, where they are wanted. We hare 
teen that at Utica, a place which has three thousand per* 
sons, there is an academy, and seven printing-offices. 

99, There are twelve Colleges in America, for the education 
of gentlemen, priests, or ministers, lawyers, and doctors ; 
and we see from Dr. Morse s account, that, during the ten 
years, from 1800 to 1810, there were 2792 gentlemen who 
graduated, and 458 ministers. In the last ten years it has, 
most probably, been twice or thrice that number ; and a man 
cannot becomelawyeror doctor in that country any more than 
in this without some of these previous steps to qualify him 
and to give assurance of his qualification. These places of 
education are conveniently distributed throughout the conn- 

-try: the printing-presses and newspapers are endless : there 
is no book that is read here which is not immediately re- 
published there. Even English newspapers are to be found 
at New York, in the Hotels, as regularly as, in those of 
London. 

WO, What, then, can a gentleman want more with regard 
to the means of education, and of amusement, and of learning 
through the means of books? Dr. Mitchell, of New 
York, who was formerly a practising physician, may be 
fairly regarded as one of the most learned men in the world ; 
and, notwithstanding bis great learning, he has about him. 
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-attitaa fltnaliawty and frankotea of tut An wri tMu firm*-, 
.The DftcToa ha* done a» raneh u aay whs living to eam- 
numlcale hJcknoniadga to all .class** of pwreoire without any 
exception of rank or nation. When I wae last in America 
to reoeiited k diuntoid ring fraaa the EufB&oK of Husbia, 
*u mCum for ^plough that be Lad Mntt*«ttoe an» in Rws- 
flii, where, as he had heard, w, I kellerc, seen, the people 
.were defective inpoiat.bf ploughs, of which, by fartae belt 
■that; J ever saw areamde at. Nxnr Ye a* ; , so that English 
iarmtoaerfaalbeaiHtid that they thai) n# find huabanaVy 
*tDp)«swnts.bi America. It wweld have ben ve*y'1eng fee- 
few Doctor MitCukll wonid bars jtMind' a diamond 
ri)% for. anything nit to Eastland, Oar Swttmga might, 
fstiUibr/, bar e ordered a letter to hawbeoi written to -him: 
that is 1 a pemiiility; bat the ImiMk ,ALE*AW>a*, 
wHtfOH witk hi* awn hand, whirij, howew, thaDooroifc 
*m«d» pNba%, more to thnfai-Baj fated prikj <rf the Em,- 
^«Mfl,Awii!ci)ffiR, than t* hfsgiaftknde ft* the DoC- 
g8a>'» twy liactao daaifS to promote thcgnod-of agricultnt* 
U Russia. We do evwry thug to offend that great- sad 
smug people; we, by oar renews and other manifestly aired 
publications, IKke cace M to cheet an every Uactcgaant M- 
jeHer that pun* forth a heap of Jioi and abase relatwa to 
.Anwrioa; we. take cassia make their dislike of oar Bowers^ 
-meat asgeent bb .possible, and ta pmnde far ouraetvea. an 
great * stock of jtuthoftilky as wccaa posaihiya^t t sg at bar. 
Wsare larn^uaaderinf. hundreds of thousands,, and ana 
millions, in fortifying the beggarly and barren rocks t*:the 
worthed* ine Bihmd Skates;: andthi»,««it«ere r fijpth« 
aafepnapasa of urawsr/.thea* to go U> war wbh -urns* tan an* 
warDjawrtaaky^and wit, too, while we ataaw witb«Bt 
snma folded, aft and almost in ttaar, at seeing Boacia 
0» wansdag Twiiey, 
, : 101. Toaatutn to tins subject of EdijoatnM, tfce bmumwi 
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e£ tb» Knba»UK,«£e«DTf« r tliauu'eEji of the cuonUj. 
Ba*, if.aay'ona ahaalaV thiok-rf aofaag to Aawiic* a* aebeai- 
waateflooteattbery aad MfMU)f kaachaehntatre*i.«r female 
-tnebr^it i»beaeajafy toobaafM totntfa persona, tint the 
Americans are extremely Wiftol -M to cAarottfer /. aad 
tba* they Aaofc. with a tery inonkMint eye at aU^lhoae tader 
-Whoao carfrthey pJMttthlurcUldMb. No batter coantrj m 
-the warid far asboolmaatewof good character, good Ufa, 
-aad' wifhialeBts aqaal to lb* uedertaking according to its 
■degree. Bat, the character mo* b» unqoMtiotable beiei; 
fend, m tofaoiahe, A* character mat ban the itnc*eat 
strutiaj.. b waabi bo impossible far a wan to ukohk 
■■MBtaawtwAeneriea.'Mid palm her upon any circle. for his 
v»V orfta* attaogst the nam labouring people- aad ariaaot. 
Ewa -at lar baatdiag ho— i atfNaW York, aalees o€ the T*ty 
<low*et description, tteaa must be ntf doabt vpoa this point 
-to get adomaiou. Fecal* there do not bow fa* to fine 
-clothes or heavy pi nei : (hey bam fixed prince: thecals 
*fcrsys * reepectable nmtui* of tile house, who ails at the 
head -oi her owa toWe ; aad aba wiil ttotauSer any one to ait 
there whmet character fa aaapiaioua,. or wbo hia e«y thfag 
eqwiroesl in ber raaditiod eroewacJtiaa. Hat only -can ao 
meitrer* paia for a wife ; but an ertuMnwiel Bad admission 
to the*e houses, if »he bare had the miefortuoe to ham bam 
•omevtod by cmiieipMio* irith bet hwafcaad, wbkb I need 
to Jbrak Mi bona; starched rather owrauih. Htrmm, 
euch is the case; and it is good far persona who go to 
America, to Hv% nwb b*»e inewmt the oiiifartuno Briiing 
frato'thJavbyBaaadbaattstoknow that, ualcae they be in *ue 
fem-aat •(atewfJtfe.-tbfBtwaattbiySet-cuideca roaf of tbeer 
<rw» the bettor. T»md' the: work* o£ oar lyi% trawelbam, 
•wbaweufflraaapoia the Aa*ri«*a* -a*** laane okaiatbfe 
rtopcct abaa aaopte aia bar*?' Y«veheifadt fa that ate* 
■ MB my tad' i« h- trite naming bow rpiebly r after grj 
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English woman has landed, every circa raitfctfee, ew 
the most -minute, relative to the history of her eoaptgal 
affaire, is sifted out; and with what despatch, and, at the 
same time, with what good nature, her society, if dream- 
stances demand it, be dispensed with. 

102. This is very well worthy of the attention of many 
persona ; for they may be assured that the utrpleaaaat cir- 
cumstances, in which, from causes of this sort, they 'are 
placed here, will all retire, and in deeper colours in Ame- 
rica. In such a case (and the oase /may happen-to very 
amiable and good people, though it is generally the contrary), 
the sooner a man becomes a fanner under bis own. roof the 
better. The less he hears of women's tongues for a year or 
two a great deal the better. It takes a great deal to stop 
them ; and their eyes are an piercing ; so penetrating ; and 
they are so very much disposed to mate -in t er p reta ti ons and 
assumptions, and to draw disadvantageous conclusions, that, 
really, it is better, in any of the: cases above supposed; to 
keep a* much as possible aloof from all temptations' to this 
species .of pruriency. After a time ; after a man andwWe 
have been jogging on, for a year or two, like other men 'and 
wives ; and after children have been boni, or been growing 
up,. and all seem to' be inUkansunl way, there is no-fond 
for curiosity, then is no one to inquire, or to think of m-' 
quiring into the age of the oldest child, and -to compare it 
with the date of the marriage; and every- tiling will go 
on smoothly. 

103. Now, if any one should happen to say, (bat these safe- 1 
cautions suggested by me, imply a slander upon my osuotry- 
women, I, in the first place, deny the charge ; and in the 
next place, I say that I am not only justified bat called upon 
to suggest these; precautions,, when I read, even In a report 
laid hviiore the House of Commons, that the pawjmt of the ■ 
parish of Littli Ho&mooiy, in Street* ctHAartrKimx, 
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anoVan overseer of the parish of Peiham, ia Hertford- 
SHIK.E, declared, to 1 committee, of tstatHoose, in Jury, . 
182S,- that it -was a general thing for the brides in the 
countiy to be in a fair way of being mothers before they 
were married. If there be slander then, it come* from the 
House of Commons, and not from me. It may -be said, that 
the parson and the overseer confine their observation to 
poor people; but will not the Americans, to whom all- 
tiese things are regularly made known, be disposed to be- 
lieve that, where this practice is general amongst the poor, 
it cajiwrt be entirely unknown amongst the rich ; especially 
' aa they are not accustomed to make wide distinctions 
between rich and poor. 

104. I have mentioned that America is a good place for 
acboolm asters of good characler and the necessary talent ; 
because there are new places continually rising up, towns 
conlinuaUy increasing; and because the law makes pro-' 
vision for a schoolhouse and a schoolmaster in every town- 
ship ; and farther, because it is the general practice to make 
schooling a part of the payment of young people who are 
put out to service :■ accordingly we find, that Maby Jane 
Watson, the poverty of whose parent! would have-pre- 
vented, her from ever knowing ft letter in England, was put 
tii school during the time that she was in service in Con- 
necticut; and she was thus enabled to write the letters 
tio. 10, 11, and 12, which are worthy of universal admira- 
tion. But, a man should not pretend to be a schoolmaster, 
even of a Country Township, until he has qualified himself 
for writing well, for performing the several workings of com- 
mon arithmetic, and for teaching at least the rudiments of 
grammar. ToundertakethetaskwithoutthisdegTeeoffitness, 
would be to disappoint his employers, and finally injure him- 
self. Mere clerks, or young men who call themselves such, 
and have been used to live by mere sitting and writing at a 
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d«*a;fewihou».nf .the >d*y,.a« aunatt the «»V pereeni, 
ew»ptJa»j*as, aUDmeaviajai eaaatoti, that«vawt «uW 
la Awwm». Then penana ilead «wgrli*M< all mm Uto 



general prevalence of beok edaoaticn ia that m i m g»m 
it * »iali»f rtocic »f -wbito-Sagwed idlwa <jHite w rifu a ea ifcr 
ittnati. Bat if a y^aa£B»en, whoiaas been what ia called 
a derk in England, am jesofce .to atrip «ff his «eat and 
battle abast in a store, ikon ii mo tocb yeangnae-wln 
may net sand his lot by the change, and nfbo.iaa; net 
many without goisgasd taking thn hand of fail bride, taem- 
Wjog all the white, lest > they ahesiM starve together : and 
here I dismiss this letter, with a remark which all jeans; 
men>wall'find greatly useful if they attend to it. Women 
a™ »ery just persons : they neaac mane aaytirtianoioei eritb- 
resjasdtanosiM: they: take the party far what > be > is, worth 
mi rtheir estimation withewt any extrinsic cMtumetaiicee; 
aad the giris in Anwtica are beautiful anil mrasfctsedr 
perfectly fraaac, and, at :tbe name time, perftetfy 'modest ;- 
bat, when jou make Ifaean ike «feraf year band, be, lor 
Ged'asnke, prenaredito giro it, ifor wait theywHka*. - fa 
Essdamx we fhec[uen%:aear of'cawrtthtpt <ff * ^uaftarmf a 
century; En Oat anti*maltkm$iw* ootnrhy fwhsm Hat> 
thws -wotdd certainty be burnt aiWe) a- (patter* <Jr>aiy«ar 
it teamed to be Tatter " tan****,"-. 
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(Msuuhtther matters, a itturwlodge relating ruwAicft, mtest 
-fototful to tvt&yon* going fwmfingtund to tie United 
SiaUt. 



105, First, m to thaanamw of takiBf and <wtnolAg < 
mousy. If the sun be small, 70a take it in gold in your > 
chest,, jf laigSj Bstis of Eiahaage are always to he had; ami; 
y«n diouW remember that aaaay 6 ibip has beea tastjwbila < 
the crew and the passengers have been saved. This hap-. 
ptas wbm ships are driaea on tacks Or oaighoro; ar when 
net at ma i» a- shattered state, and when the crew an*. 
passengers ace taken out by another ship. Therefore, soma 
little .ready money in [four pocket, onrryiag out bills fir tfce 
rest, leaving the duplicates of those bills in the hands of -trusty. 
f fiends, is the ptojMi way. Merchants in London am taw 
persons to apply to for (he faiUs ; aad thsre is scarcely any 
man of property so (iestitute of friends i» London-,, as to pie-, 
vent him from acquiring a sufficient degree of knowledge-, 
with regard to this matte*. But. the times are ticklish; and: 
amongst the. good things of America., aor bad things fiorf. 
their way .most speedily amongst merchants. When yoa< 
coagidtr, that the (Jsutbd States ship goods to this, 
kingdom to the amount <of about Km mtUions sterGng in taw 
year, and lecefre .goods from this Jtiagdoni *f much about: 
the same amount, you must pe sure,, that, as far ubmim 
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chants are concerned) one country cannot be in a shattered 
atate, without the other being shattered in a great degree. 
New York has much more to do with Liverpool than it 
has to do with all the other great cities and towns of the Ame- 
rican Union. If all the merchants in Liverpool were ruined 
to-morrow, all those in New York would be mined on 
about the 10th of September. So, that, take care of whom 
you purchase the Bili of Exchange ,- take care to whom 
you give your money for that hit of paper; for, it is per- 

' fectly fatal to land in that country with a bill to be pro- 
tested. Even if you finally recover the money, you are 
harrassed to death with anxiety jn waiting for it. To 
divide it, is perhaps best ; for though the sea has some pos- 
sible dangers, those dangers are not to be compared with 
dangers attending the transactions of merchants in these 
ticklish times. Having my view of the matter before you, 
consult with your friends, and do that which yon .find to be 
best. 

106. The next thingis, my earnest advice that, be your rank 
of life what it may, not to meddle much with the politics of 
the country. The first time 1 was in the United States, 
it was my business to meddle, for I published a newspaper, 
and I meddled to some effect ; bat, when I was there the 
last time, I meddled not all, except in pointing out one act 
of great injustice done to the South Americans, in an 
Act of Congress: and the Congress, which was then in 
session, had the candour and good sense to pass a new Act 
to rectify the other, and to avow without scruple that it was 
a* error which they were obliged to me for pointing 
otU, though 1 never went to Washington, and never spoke 

. but with two members of the Congress while I was in the 
country. You will every where find the people divided into 
two political parties ; but, as you will have no right to rote 
M elections until you have resided five years in the country, 



.Gooylu 



X.] ■ "/ MISCBIIANIOUS MATTER. 145 

it will bd much the best for you to refrain from siding with 
either party until the five years are expired, then yon will 
take, your part like other men, and you will have the same 
degree of understanding with regard to the principles and 
views of the two part ire. ; \ » . ,' 

, 107, Another piees of advice is, that you be not over 
forward in extolling America to the disadvantage of 
■ Enoiasd. The Americans ate a sensible people, and, 
though not suspicious and a r t 'to impute bad motives, their 
observation has taught them that this species of flattery of 
-their country is not a characteristic of the best of men. It. 
is unnatural "fuf a man to rave m general terms against 
' Jris own country : it Kin * less degree certainly, like railing 
against one's own family. To speak with truth and with 
proper feeling against, the acts of the government in Eng- 
land ; to speak of its misrule and consequent miseries, may 
■ be, and is, tight enough -and perfectly natural; for these 
. form the ground of your quitting your country. But, to rail 
-against England in the lump; to pretend to believe that it 
is a mere nothing of a country; to speak against the people 
in a mass, is 'not only' very foolish in itself, but it is sure to 
'make with" regard to you a disadvantageous impression on 
'the taindsbf your hearers, who, if; you were to- talk to your 
• last breath, would never be persuaded that Ekglahd «-ag 
not a great, a 'fine, and a glorious country. God forbid 
'that any Englishman should ever endeavour to remove this 
'persuasion from the mind of any body. " It is, indeed, ndw 
in a wretched plight: it is hardly possible to describe its 
'.state of depression; but, this cannot last for ever; the 
country must and will renovate itself; and, if you were to 
endeavour to convince an American that it never would 
do this, he would not contradict you, but yon would sink in 
his opinion. 
-' 108. On the contrary, do not be' endlessly bragging about 
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:Eugland. If Jon M* postt and rait, instead of qoickset 
bedgtn ; if you Me that wtncfc appears sfcrenlineas ahottt 
thafieias^tbB meadows, and dMkometoads; and if you se* 
She plough And the scytho impeded in Due cum by racks 
and stamps of trees, do not seem in yen* cooTersttioa to 
despise & stale of things w different from that in England, 
and do not draw the disadvantageous comparison. Do not 
.be everlastingly saying, " We have each and such things hi 
England ;" for, though the Yankees sij) not ask if the poor 
people hare have, or if yon yotsrstlf ever had, fowls, turkeys, 
docks and geese, and preserved peaches upon your tabic-; 
though they will not ask yon whether England gave yon 
beefsteaks with your jtea; tboogh they win say nothing to 
yon, they will form an opinion less advantageous of yon, 
than they otherwise would have formed. 

109. The best way is to take things as yon find them, 
and make the best of the blessings yon enjoy : wish for die 
happiness of yaat native country, and be faithful and 
grateful to that to which yon have transferred your alle- 
giance. ' When the proper time comes; wheh yonr term of 
'probation has expired; when yon enter open the enjoyment 
of all the political rights of the citiKen, then it is your <i*ty 
■ to meddle with politics ; it is yonr duty to do there a* you 
would have done here if yon could ; prevent public mischief, 
promote public good, to the utmost of yonr power. 

110. Ihere are some incofivenieaoes with respect to which 
I think it necessary to warn you. The first is, that you win, 
in spite of any cheerfulness of disposition, find yourself, at 
first, whether you be masried or single, in that sort of state, 
which is described ia the eld saying like aji$h out of water. 
I who have changed my local situation so often, and 
i who hare experienced changes so great, am well qnali£«d 
to speak relative to this matter; for, if the changes hare 
-always had an impression upon a buoyant spirit like mine, 
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that hat al waya acaraed, a raaort to the bottla ;. if I ham felt 
these ohauge*, what efiect nw«t they produce on nam in 
general/ and mora es p ecially apon women, virtuous and 
home-loving women ! The eKect is »*ry great indeed, and 
you mutt lie armed against, it. All is Ma : yo« huvc ail 
>t tape bat the sight of a rhaaeaod objoots that were become 
dear to you, without your at ail perceiving it. The voices 
that you hear are ail new to yow ; the accustomed nods and 
' smile* of neighbour* which made, uwt withoW your per- 
ceiving it, a portion of the happiness of yoor life, are gone, 
and they appear Co he gene far ever. Hence, and from 
varus* other causes, not eaey to be described, arise the state 
of*"Jlsh9ntofwater." Look at No. 9, ana yon wiilesean 
inataDce of a poor man who battened at eace back to England, 
without staying to " try tAeptat*." He is laughed at for 
this by Stephen Watson, who write* the letter; but, 
if you look at No. 7, you will find this very Stephen 
Watsok, hinwelf " talking «f going bach in (hi spriaff ;" 
and, it ia truly curious to observe, that in Ueenty-two days 
mfter thit, aa you will see by No. 8, the very same man says, 
net only be- waa happier than he ever waa in bis life, but 
that be ia sorry that he die not 'bring Kia mother along with 
him. It took tbeae twenty-two day* to bring him out of die 
state of fish out of water : he found new objects to be 
pleased with; new faxes grew familiar to him; new ideas 
had gone far ia replacing those with which his mind was 
fified at Set>lesco»b, and he waa again hie own man : he 
was onee more the fish in the water, and the severest part ' 
-of the trial waa over. New,4his was a hardy young man ; 
lie felt nt onee the solid and surprising advantage of the 
-xmaage, and yet a depression of spirite made him forget, for 
the time, all that he had entered in England, and remem- 
bered nothing but the good. 

111. fie you prepared 6>r«his ; and, above aU things, if- 
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you hare a wife prepare her for lit. If you can afford it 
never mind a little expense, take her out in gigs or in light 
wapgoEE; introduce, hei to pleasant people in if.er own rank 
of life: in doing which,: if your- own and her character, ba 
good', you will find no difficult; ; and, in a short time, she 
will feel little inconvenience from the change; .her* spirits 
will rally, reason will have resumed its sway, and you will 
hare little or no impediment remaining on that, account. 
■This is a matter of roue' greater importance than you, who ' 
have never, made such a change,, can possibly conceive; 
therefore I beg you not to deem it unworthy of your attention. 
112, For the climate, too r you ought to be prepared, and 
for the apparent inconveuisnpes attending the great heat and 
;he great cold. ' I am. speaking of tire latitude of the. City of 
Mew. York,: further to .the north the Hammers are less hot, 
and the- winters. more cold; further to.the. south the contrary 
of these- The time fr.orn,iHid-Juue,t'> jn id -September is 
generally, very hot : I call it beautifully fine; but to some 
persons the heat is oppressive ; but this fact should be known, 
In my "Year's -Residrrce" I have given an account of 
the weather throughout the whole year, and described its 
effects; but I do .not know that I .mentioned t bis fact; 
namely, that distressing beat never, lasts more than thr,pe 
dat/sai one time, and that it is the same, wjth regard, to.yury 
severe cold in the winter. And, then, .the. sky is. so clear, 
vegetation pushes on at such a rate, hay .time and harvest 
are go sure to, be carried on in fine weather; there is so com- 
plete an absence of all drip and missis, that the heat .is no- 
thing when accompanied with these circumstances. ■ If you 
wish to be fully informed -before ha cd of every, minute cir- 
cumsts.oce relative to the weather, and of various other 
things for which I have no room here, you must refer, to the 
detailed and faithful account given In my " Yuah's Resi- 
dence. There are certain plagues, called fhV, musquito*, 



.Google 



X_] H1SCEM,«BHKH»» ffXTTER. 149 , 

and grssshepperi : but dme «■» JaaapaMMe from the beat 
that wiH gtre you orchard* of peaches, bearing great crop* at 
three years or four years from the tawing -the *b>ne into tk« 
ground, imi hanging an. the tiees (as Joh s Waxsojs s»j& iti 
Letter No. 2) "xtimotf mt thiak as yaw bap*,." Nature 
has said that yfti shall ant have these, and mekmi, and 
water ineUma.iii tin natural ground, and apple*, and cheniep, 
and plums, Mud -the lest, the fruit following the blossom upon 
all as -surely as the tklgbj fsttaMB the day ; nature has said 
that you. shall nat hare ail theee, unftccontpaaied with flies, 
iBsisquitia, aad grasaboppere, the latter of which, however, 
an but occasional plagues, and ithe tw^formerof whkh may, 
by great car*, be pretty o***ly araidtdf) 
' M3. In the " Tear's Sbsadskcf." yon will find an' ac- 
count of the beautiful weather, in (ha autumn. For nay part, 
if the winter were. a great deal more cold than it is, and the 
summer a great deal hottee, 1 would endure them for the 
sake of this autumn, two mouths of which generally paw. 
without a cloud in the sky, the sun shining upon the finest 
rerdnfe that ever eyes: beheld. This is a fine, season for ths 
■ports of (her field; for towelling, for enjoyments of all 
•arts; and, though.it is foHowed by a cold winter, it is net 
followed by a wet wilder, which, is a great deal worse thing. 
fflfc climate naafceen 6he»teacher<n' the people: the horse* 
which dnw the gigs, and .coaches, and waggons, in suaa- 
mer, draw .sfeajf&i upon the anew; and when the roads are 
a'little beaten, a single bene will draw -ten or a down peo- 
ple, late thaw sleight people toes theamselirea, with sheep- 
skins ander then' feet, twins fmsioo their -hand* and round 
their weeks-; and this is tb.*.gay«*ea*oa; fax new the viait- 
inge, the aasenMugs, tthe dancings, and all tin perry meet- 
htgs4f the country are gdtnspaau 

li*. Vegetables are', henaad ite the winter. Necessity 

baa'aMghthow 10 pseaaxre ftteavaxa thajistoifcwUal eaea 
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are as plentiful in the winter as those of a less substantial na- 
ture are in the summer; fresh meat keeps any length of 
time; and there are many other advantages attending this, 
as it would he called in England, horribly hard winter. 

115. Id conclusion, let me observe that, without health, 
life is hardly worth having. I have said, frequently, that I 
never knew the want of health in America. I have, in 
my " Year's Residence," given instances of extraor- 
dinary longevity, in that country. Mr. Brissotj after.a. 
very minute iiquiry and . comparison, ascertained - that 
people once grown up, lived, on an average, longer in the 
United States than in France. By the letters from the 
Sussex emigrants y0i will perceive, that they had, generally 
speaking, exceeding good health. The family of Watson 
is, you perceive, very numerous ; and yet all bnt one has had 
excellent health, although of various ages. . ■ ■ ■ 

116. Now, be you assured,- that the greatest enemy to 
health is excessive drinking, I know, from observation, 

.that this is the great destroyer of the health of the Ameri- 
cans; 1 have seen- many a- bright Englishman; totally 
ruined in his health, and fortune ten}, by iuduJging m ■ this 
abominable vice; and, therefore, let me hope .that every 
one who reads this will abstain from that vice, to the indul- 
gence in which the temptations areiso strong,- while the ex- 
pense of the indulgence is so small. .Pray look -at Letter 
No. 1 1 , written by that good and- sensible girl, to whom I 
have so often referred. In that letter she' is speaking of her 
brothers James and John and William; and pray 
■nark; she says, in one place; " James had been very eteit, 
" near two months, but was got better and able to work." 
She says, presently afterwards, "James hu$ drinked 
" very muck since he has been in this country*' J oh* 
" and William have, been very sj6ir and industrious, 
*' and a great help to James both in sickness and is health.'' 
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If this do. not make a lastiiig. impression upon the mind of 
the render, I could not produce it, were I to write till 



, 117. "Bot what are people to do who work, seeing 
"that, they must have something besides water?" This 
question ia the general. one ^ but it includes an assertion, 
the. truth of which I deny M applicable to any persons but 
those- tngaged in. hard work. Haw many miles have I tra- 
velled. in America; how many hot days endured; how 
many days' and weeks' and mouths' toil, from morning til) 
night, carrying a gun and a game bag, in July, August, 
and September ; and yet I do not recollect that I ever 
tasted spirituous liquors during any ajf these toils, except 
once, when I was out with a Philadelphia lawyer, who car- 
ried a little' canteea of brandy, and who prevailed upon.me 
to mix a little with some water in the crown of my bat. 
1 was eight yeara,' when young, in the colony of New 
Brunswick, where rum was seven-pence a quart, and where 
not one single man, outof three or ; four hundred, was, at a 
' reckoning time, sober for about a week, except myself [ 
and, during the whole of that time, living amidst all that 
drunkenness, I newer once tasted spirituous liquors, except 
upon one occasion, wheel made a journey through the 
woods. for a wager; and expected to be .out all. the night. 
The winter in that country .is of seven months' duration; 
and sometime* so severe that you cannot go ten yards with- 
out being frost-bitten, if fingers or nose be exposed ; yet I 
sever, except in that one ■ single case, tasted spirituous 
liquors during the whole of that-time; and every man that 
died with us in. tpat country was killed by drink. ■■ 
. 118. My drink in that country was goat's milk and water 
generally. Five or six times 1 might drink same English 
patter;. but, generally speaking, the pure water alone was.' 
my drink.. In the Uwitej> States, at my own home in 
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Loins faLAKM, milk and water; auanetimes enter, asmUs* 
same at najghhoon' houses. Just before >I vame suray 1 
bought some claret, at about, seven-pence, English money, 
a battle, and mixed 'it with water. la PfcmiTLY.xmA, 
when I used to ga shooting, water from the brook tor-will; 
or milk and water or -eider ware my drint; but ; my i area* 
ftrinfc was milk and water, summer and winter; and, if 
thinly while shooting, I mode for the first farm-house; and 
if travelling, drew up to the frst farm-house that I cm 
near, if I found myself at a distance from a tavern. 

119. Why, I passed eighteen years of ■myJife in those 
BOtmtries, stinsisgwithrum, with brandy, and with whiskey, 
and I rawer, knew a day's Alness except a abort sp*H <of 
yellow fever .in Philadelphia, which, ac the doctoss toU 
me, was rendered alight by nry great sobriety; I being', 
e-therwise, <a fine Subject for it to maul. Yet, at very hitrd 
work, and in -very hot weather, when the penpiratMn pours 
from the body, as is the ease when men are mowing, and at 
some other labours in the fields; in these leasts a small 
portion of spirit* may be necessary, and I believe it is. 
It-would be better if the labour were, more, moderate, tho 
wages lower, and the drink abstained from; but this k x 
change of aaslpnu 'taat' cannot be-eSeoted. From the Uttla 
necessary, msrj proceed to the tittle unnecessary, and from 
that they ^prooeed to the great -deal. The tioe steals upon 
jai by imperceptible degrees, tifl at Isst youhaTC not the 
power. to snake it off; nod when you arrire at that pitch it 
inquire* an eSott too -great for your remaining sense of 
danger, •■ Qh\ ham many men— how many bright men- 
how many strong- man, have -I seen sink into mete nothings 
m eaustqmiw* trf ibis detestable idee. Yon must -give 
drink to those whom you employ; and it-mast be according 
. So the custom of the [country. Ton cannot alter the oas- 
mms awd the .manners: you cannot teach morality 'to -» 
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nation: but yon can bo the monitor, both by example and . 
precept, to jour own family ; an,d if yon neglect this duty, 
this moat sacred of all earthly duties, be assured that the 
duration of your repentance will be from the day. that yon 
see a son become a lad, until the day of the termination of ' 
■your own life. , 

William Cobbbtt. 
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